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• Gospels were intended to be an account of the “Good News” of Jesus Christ
• Presents who Jesus Christ is and what he’s done through his life, death and
resurrection
• Not intended to be a chronological history of Christ
• Not intended to be a comprehensive biography
• Each writer gives us an account of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection
• There are similarities between each of the Gospels
• Each on uses same narratives (or some unique ones) at different times and
different ways to emphasize different truths about Jesus
• Each is written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 3:16)
• We’ll focus on Matthew’s account of Jesus’ last days and crucifiction
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• “When Jesus …” ; one of the 5 transition points that Matthew uses mark off each of
Jesus’ major discourses
• 7:28 And when Jesus finished these sayings

Sermon on the Mount

• 11:1 When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples
of the Apostles
• 13:53 And when Jesus had finished these parables
• 19:1 Now when Jesus had finished these sayings
• 26 When Jesus had finished all these sayings

Commissioning

Parables of the Kingdom
Teaching of church

Olivet Discourse - Jesus’ 2nd coming

• Picture of Jeremiah the prophet and Ezekiel
• Jesus condemns the religious leaders
• Prophesizes about destruction of the temple
• Leaves the temple (glory of the God departs the temple)
• Teaches of the Second coming

• Jesus had warned the disciples (cf. Matt. 16:21; 17:9,12,22-23; 20:18-19; 27:63).
• These predictions would embolden His followers in the days after the Passion
week. Jesus knew future events.
• Jesus laid down His own life (cf. Mark 10:45; John. 10:11,15,18). He was always in
control of the timing and the events themselves
• The Chief priest’s plan was to kill Jesus after the Passover feast
• This was not God’s plan
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• https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-predict-His-death.html
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• Verse 2
• Daniel 7:13 "a son of man was coming"
• The Aramaic phrase ("ben enosh") "son of man"
• Hebrew phrase ("ben adam") different - used in Psalms & Ezekiel
• Jesus uses the phrase to refer to Himself in the Gospels
• Daniel's usage is the first which focuses on its divine aspect
• Jesus uses the phrase to emphasize the Messiah as fully human and
fully God (1 John 4:1-3; emphasize V2)
• Jesus used the phrase for Himself in three senses.
• His suffering and death (e.g., Mark 8:31; 10:45; 14:21; Luke 9:22,44)
• His coming as Judge (e.g., Matt. 16:27; 25:31; John 5:27)
• His coming in glory to set up His kingdom (e.g., Matt. 16:28; 19:28;
Mark 13:26-27; 14:62)
• Chief Priest’s plan
• Not during the feast – not public
• ESV: “Gathered” and “Plotted” – Reference to Psalm 31:13
For I hear the whispering of many; terror on every side! As they scheme together
against me, as they plot to take my life.
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• Caiaphas served for 18 year
• After Caiaphas, there was close to 20 priest that served over 30 years
• Most served 1 or 2 years at most
• “About two years after our Lord’s crucifixion, Caiaphas and Pilate were both deposed
by Vitellius, then governor of Syria, and afterwards emperor.
• Caiaphas, unable to bear this disgrace, and the stings of his conscience for the murder
of Christ, killed himself about A.D. 35.
• See Joseph. Antiquities b. xviii. c. 2-4.” (Clarke)
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• Notes
• MacArthur Bible Commentary
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• a. A woman came to Him having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil: We
know from John 12 that this woman was Mary, the sister of Lazarus and Martha.
Mary, who sat at the feet of Jesus (Luke 10:39), made this extravagant display of love
and devotion to Jesus.
• i. There is some measure of debate, and sometimes confusion, about this anointing of
Jesus and those mentioned in Mark, Luke, and John. The best solution seems to be
that Matthew, Mark, and John record one occasion of anointing in Bethany and Luke
records a separate event in Galilee.
• In the midst of greed and selfishness, Mary displays purity of love and
selflessness
• In the midst of false concern for the poor, Mary displays true concern for Jesus
• In the midst of Mary’s sweet smell of worship, we’ll be faced with the stench of
Judas’ betrayal
• Mary spends 300 denarii (John 12:5) on her worship of Jesus; Judas betrays Jesus for
30 pieces of silver
• 26:12 "to prepare Me for burial" Mary was a disciple; maybe she understood more
than the Apostles! This perfume was used to anoint the body of the dead before
burial (cf. John. 19:40).
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• The sense from Matthew is that the matter with Mary (anointing of Jesus incident)
was the final insult to Judas, even though it may have happened some days before.
• After that, he was determined to betray Jesus to the religious leaders who
wanted to kill Him
• Judas Iscariot – may have been the only Judean among Galilean apostles
• a man of Kerioth, a city of Judah
• man of Kartan, a city of Galilee
• the leather bag used to carry money
• the Hebrew word for "strangling"
• the Greek word for assassin's knife
• The exact value of thirty pieces of silver is somewhat difficult to determine, but it was
undeniably a small amount, not a great amount.
• The price was not high, as it was the same as the fine for killing a slave
accidentally (Ex 21:32),
• but Judas was all too willing to sell the King of kings for the price of a slave.
• Fulfilling Zechariah 11:12 precisely,
•

12 Then

I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not,
keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver.

• “Yet many have sold Jesus for a less price than Judas received; a smile or a sneer has
been sufficient to induce them to betray their Lord.” (Spurgeon)
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• Was this prophetic or subterfuge?
• Apparently Jesus went ahead of the disciples and set up plans for the Passover
• This was to ensure the Passover meal would not be disturbed
• Refer to Matthew 26:16
• “… Judas began looking for an opportunity to betray him”
• 26:18 "to a certain man" Luke 22:10 says he was to be identified by "carrying a
pitcher of water," an activity traditionally considered women's work.
•

"at your house with My disciples" Many believe this was the home of John Mark
•

Barnabas' cousin (Col. 4:10)

•

missionary helper (Acts 12:25; 13:5,13; 15:37,39)

•

the scribe of Peter's memoirs, the Gospel of Mark (1 Pet. 5:13)

• It is also surmised that this was the location of the upper room (cf. Acts 1:13; 12:12),
where the disciples waited for the Spirit to come (Acts 1:5; 2:1).

11

• In the midst of their Passover meal, Jesus made a startling announcement.
• It’s easy to lose appreciation for how terrible it was for one of Jesus’ own
to betray Him.
• He who dipped his hand with me - idea is drawn from Psalm 41:9:
• Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his heel
against me. “My fellow-commoner, my familiar friend, Psalm 41:9.
• 26:22 "Surely not I, Lord?" Each disciple asked this question. The Greek grammatical
construction expected a negative answer. Their asking the question shows their confusion.
• i. “It is a beautiful trait in the character of the disciples that they did not suspect one another,
but every one of them inquired, almost incredulously, as the form of the question implies,
‘Lord, is it I?’ No one said, ‘Lord is it Judas?’” (Spurgeon)
•

Rabbi, is it I? It was noble for the 11 other disciples to ask this question (Lord, is it I?); it was
terrible hypocrisy for Judas to ask it.
• For Judas to ask, “Rabbi, is it I?” while knowing he had already arranged the arrest of
Jesus was the height of treachery.

• “You have said it yourself" Jesus was still trying to reach Judas. The idiomatic phrase was also
used in Matt. 26:64 (before Caiaphas) and 27:11 (before Pilate).
• Jesus did not say this to condemn Judas, but to call him to repentance
• He said it with love in His eyes, and Jesus showed Judas that He loved him, even knowing
his treachery
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• When bread is lifted up at Passover, the head of the meal said: “This is the bread of
affliction which our fathers ate in the land of Egypt. Let everyone who hungers come
and eat; let everyone who is needy come and eat the Passover meal.”
• The bitter herbs recalled the bitterness of slavery;
• salt water remembered the tears shed under Egypt’s oppression.
• lamb, sacrificed for the household, did not symbolize the agonies of Egypt.
• It was the sin-bearing sacrifice that allowed the judgment of God to pass
over the household that believed.
• The four cups of wine each represent different aspects of the festival –
• the first cup signifies leaving Mitzrayim (Egypt),
• the second cup signifies collective salvation,
• the third cup signifies physical redemption, and
• the fourth cup signifies the ultimate redemption.
• the second cup celebrates our redemption from servitude and idolatry while the
fourth cup is a hopeful sentiment of a total redemption for the world.
• we recite the first half of Hallel in praise of memory and we recite the second
half of Hallel in hope for a brighter future .
• Until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom:
• He is waiting for all His people to be gathered to Him, and then there will be a
great supper – the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9).
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• Jesus sung a hymn hours before being led away
• The Hallel Psalms (Pss 113-118) were sung during the meal.
• Psalms 113 and 114 were sung just before the second cup and
• Psalms 115-118 were sung at the end of the meal, after the fourth, or hallel cup.
• It is remarkable that Jesus could sing on this night before His crucifixion.
• Psalms 113 through 118 are joyous celebration of praise and thanksgiving to
God.
• “If, beloved, you knew that at–say, ten o’clock tonight, you would be led away to be
mocked, and despised, and scourged, and that tomorrow’s sun would see you falsely
accused, hanging, a convicted criminal, to die upon a cross, do you think that you
could sing tonight, after your last meal?” (Spurgeon)
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• The singing of Psalm 118 is incredibly profound when considering the events that
were taking place around Jesus and His disciples.
• It praises God for His goodness and protection. The last nine verses are of
particular importance to Holy Week and are often sung twice to conclude the
hymn.
• Upon Jesus’s triumphal entry (celebrated today as Palm Sunday), the crowds
shouted verse 26, which says “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord.” The Hallel would have been on the minds of the people during Passover
Week.
• “If, beloved, you knew that at–say, ten o’clock tonight, you would be led away to be
mocked, and despised, and scourged, and that tomorrow’s sun would see you falsely
accused, hanging, a convicted criminal, to die upon a cross, do you think that you
could sing tonight, after your last meal?” (Spurgeon)
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• a. All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night: Jesus said this not to
condemn His disciples, but to show them that He really was in command of the
situation, and to demonstrate that the Scriptures regarding the suffering of the
Messiah must be fulfilled.
• b. After I have been raised: Jesus already was looking beyond the cross. His eyes were
set on the joy set before Him (Hebrews 12:2).
• c. Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You! Peter was tragically unaware of
both the spiritual reality and the spiritual battle that Jesus clearly saw. Peter felt brave
at the moment and had no perception beyond the moment. Soon, Peter would be
intimidated before a humble servant girl, and before her Peter would deny that he
even knew Jesus.
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• Jesus’ First Trial - Gethsemane means “olive press.” There, olives from the
neighborhood were crushed for their oil. So too, the Son of God would be crushed
here.
• If Jesus failed here, He would have failed at the cross.
• anguished and distressed - “The words in the Greek - the greatest sorrow
imaginable.”
• The Greek text here asserts that He was completely prostrate in agony and
distress, even to the point of physical death, during these moments.
• In the Old Testament, the cup is a powerful picture of the wrath and judgment of God.
• For thus says the LORD God of Israel to me: “Take this wine cup of fury from My
hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send you, to drink it.” (Jeremiah
25:15)
• Jesus became an enemy of God, who was forced to drink the cup of the Father’s
fury, so we would not have to drink from that cup – this was the source of Jesus’
agony.
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• Prayed as second and third time, saying the same words: This shows us that it is not
unspiritual to make the same request to God several times.
• Man – not your will but mine;

Jesus – not my will but yours

• The spirit is willing – even in Jesus’ hour of need he’s defending his disciples
• Jesus knew those who would arrest Him were on the way. He could have escaped the
agony of the cross, but Jesus rose to meet Judas. He was in complete control of all
events
• Betrayed into the hands of sinners
• “sinners” is often associated in the Gospels with “tax collectors and sinners”
• Interesting that the Jewish leaders view of sinners were Tax collectors
• Conversely Jesus’ view was Judas and the Jewish leaders
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• Is Judas’ kiss so unusual? How often have we betrayed Jesus
• We say we love Jesus
• Yet we betray him with our words and deeds
• Was Peter’s denial any different than Judas’ kiss?
• Luke 22:48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?”
• Jesus’ comment about betraying the Son of Man with a kiss shows the hypocrisy
and blindness of an attempt to cover up sin.
• It’s not personal – it’s about opportunity for Money
• “misused kisses” - Gen 27:26-27; 2 Sam 15:5; Prov 7:13; 27:6; 2 Sam 20:9.
• Friend, do what you came to do
• There has been some disagreement over the meaning of this Greek idiom. It could be
1. a question (NKJV)
2. 2. a reproach (TEV)
3. 3. an idiom for "do what you came to do" (NASB)
• May be veiled irony or may have been a last attempt o remind Judas to repent
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• … struck the servant of the High Priest
• Not a killing stroke – but maimed him so he could not enter the temple grounds
• Missing the point – this is not a physical battle but a spiritual battle
• For all who take the sword …; cultural proverb
• It may relate to the fact that Jesus was being arrested as a common criminal. His
disciples then are also seen as bandits and robbers, those who carry swords!
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•

According to Jewish law
• nighttime trials were illegal; all criminal trials must begin and end in the daylight.
• criminal cases could not be tried during the Passover season.
• only an acquittal could be issued on the day of the trial. Guilty verdicts had to
wait one night to allow for feelings of mercy to rise.
• all evidence had to be guaranteed by two witnesses, who were separately
examined and could not have contact with each other.
• false witness was punishable by death. Nothing was done to the many false
witnesses in Jesus’ trial.
• a trial always began by bringing forth evidence for the innocence of the accused,
before the evidence of guilt was offered. This was not the practice here.

• Therefore, though the decision to condemn Jesus was already made, they conducted
a second trial in daylight (Matt 27:1), because they knew the first one had no legal
standing.
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• I adjure you is a rare and formal expression (cf. 1 Kings 22:16 for a similar Old
Testament formula), invoking the name of God in order to compel a true answer.
• The trial had been a dead failure up to that point, and he knew it. Now he
attempts to bully the prisoner that he may extract some declaration from him...”
• Jesus could defended himself, calling witnesses to His deity, power and
character. The people He taught, the people He healed, the dead risen, the blind
who see, even the demons themselves testified to His deity.
• But Jesus opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth (Isaiah 53:7).
• This is therefore the climax of the hearing.
• “The high priest, frustrated by Jesus’ silence, tried a bold stroke that cut to the
central issue: Was Jesus the Messiah or was he not?”
• The accusation of blasphemy would have been correct, except that Jesus was whom
He said He was. It’s no crime for Christ, the Son of God, to declare who He really is.
• Trial #2 – attacking Jesus’ prophet / messiah;
• Jewish nation rejects Jesus as their messiah
• It was remarkable that the immediate judgment of God did not rain down from
heaven; that a legion of angels did not spring to the defense of Jesus. This shows the
amazing forbearance towards sin that God has, and the staggering riches of His mercy
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• Rooster crowing - often crows as a sign of danger
• Jesus reminded the disciples to be watchful lest you fall into temptation
• Spiritual wakeup call
• Start of a new day – a new day of forgiveness and grace was dawning
• By the time the rooster crowed the second time, Peter denied both that he had heard
of Jesus and that he had known Him personally
1. Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves
• Jesus knew better about Peter. He knows us better too.
• He knows both our strengths and weaknesses, and He loves us in spite of our
weaknesses
2. following Jesus is costly
• He had warned His followers more than once that they would face the same
kinds of opposition and persecution He faced.
• 2 Timothy 3:12, “All who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted.”
3. in the life of discipleship, failure doesn’t have to be final
• Jesus graciously restored Peter to humble, loyal service (John 21:15-19)
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• The decision to condemn Jesus was already made, they conducted a second trial in
daylight (Matt 27:1), because they knew the first one had no legal standing.
• Romans held court early each day, probably because of the heat. Most of the pilgrims
and citizens of Jerusalem were not awake yet. It would have been around 6 AM
• Philo, the ancient Jewish scholar from Alexandria, described Pilate:
• “His corruption, his acts of insolence, his habit of insulting people, his cruelty, his
continual murders of people untried and uncondemned …”
• Judas was filled with remorse, not repentance.
• There were two words in Greek which translate "repentance (e.g. Matt 3:2)." The
one used here meant "a change of mind and actions."
• Judas was more sorry for the result of his sin than for the sin itself.
• There is a huge difference in being sorry about sin, and being sorry for sin.
• Innocent blood: “Judas had been with our Lord in public and in private; if he could
have found a flaw in Christ’s character, this would have been the time to mention it;
• but even the traitor, in his dying speech, declared that Jesus was ‘innocent.’”
• By throwing the money into the temple (the “naos, the inner sanctuary, where only
the priests were allowed to go”), Judas was implicating the priests in his crime
• The Priests – no desire to seek justice and truth; no guidance to Judas on how he
should repent. Leaders and priests of God should know this
• No remorse at Judas’ death, no compassion, answers or hope
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• 27:6 "it is the price of blood" They had no qualms about giving the money for Jesus'
betrayal, but they felt uncomfortable taking it back! What irony!
•

“God, Deuteronomy 23:18, had forbidden to bring the price of a whore, or a dog, into
the temple; this they had interpreted of all filthy gain.”
• You shall not bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of a dog into the house of
the LORD your God in payment for any vow, for both of these are an abomination
to the LORD your God.

• “The treasury, perhaps the source from which the money had been paid to Judas,
would be the natural place to deposit money left in the temple, but its was blood
money - unclean. A burial ground, an unclean place, would be a suitable use for it.”
• How do we deal with this
• Purchase a field in Juda’s name (Acts 1)
• Use it to bury foreigners (not Jews)
• Once again highlighting their lack of compassion
• They use money they can’t keep and don’t want to be associated with
• Purchase land to bury Gentiles whom they don’t want to associate with
• They buy a defiled piece of land to bury the corpses of Gentiles
• Again as a false sense of holiness and compassion
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•

Jesus' statements in Matt. 26:64 condemned Him in their minds of blasphemy, which
was punishable by stoning (Leviticus 24:14)
14 “Bring

out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him lay their
hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him.
• The Jews did this to Stephen in Acts 7 and did not ask permission from the Romans.
• The Jewish leaders wanted Jesus crucified to have the divine curse of Deut. 21:23
enacted on Him.
22 “And

if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to
death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 his body shall not remain all night on the
tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by
God. You shall not defile your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an
inheritance.

• They wanted this Messianic pretender cursed by God! Jesus did bear the "curse"
(Gal. 3:13; Col. 2:14) for us!
• Therefore, they had to come up with a charge that the Romans would act on.
• Three false accusations: that Jesus was a revolutionary; that He incited the
people to not pay their taxes; and that He claimed to be a king in opposition to
Caesar (Luke 23:2).
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• Some translations – Jesus (Joshua) Barabbas
• We know Barabbas was truly guilty of the treasonous charge that Jesus was
accused
• Pilate recognizes that the leaders are bring Jesus to him because of envy
• He also recognizes the leaders don’t want a public trial because the crowds
would riot
• What a stroke of genius – play the crowds off the leaders and release Jesus
• So he offers the crowds – Jesus Barabbas or Jesus the king of Jews
• Matthew builds the drama
• Right when Pilate says this to the crowd and expects the crowd to support his
release - he gets the message from his wife
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• Jesus Barabus vs Jesus King of the Jews - which Jesus do you want
• The Notorious Barabbas - wicked, famous (infamous)
• attempting to take control through rebellion
• Essentially man’s view of what the Messiah should have been – what the
Jews wanted for a Messiah
• Total contrast to Jesus
• Matthew 11: the Kingdom of God has come and many are trying to force it
• Man always seeks out to bring about their own kingdom by their own means
• They don’t recognize scripture’s definition of the messiah
• They want him to be the conquering king not “lowly, riding a donkey”
• Seems the wicked, cruel Roman Governor (judge) is the only one defending Jesus
• And now the crowds almost riot (v24) - no evidence , no logic
• Ironic – this is what the Jewish leaders feared
• Things are upside down - the masses are for their leaders and against Jesus
• “Barabbas, you are a guilty man – but you will be released because Jesus will die in
your place,” Barabbas knew the meaning of the cross better than most. We wonder if
he ever took it to heart.
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• Pilate washes his hands - turns out to be the same as the Jewish Leaders
• “…see to it yourselves”
• Same response the leaders said to Judas
• Same situation – unable to provide salvation to an innocent man
• So what is worse
• To wrongly accuse an innocent man
• Or to knowingly send an innocent man to his death?
• Pilate can never wash the blood off his hands
• "His blood shall be on us and on our children" This was a grave oath, especially in
light of the OT view of corporate guilt (cf. Exod. 20:5-6; 2 Sam. 3:29). This was a selfcurse! It was fulfilled in A.D. 70.
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• No one gets off the hook concerning the crucifying Jesus
• The only innocent person is Jesus
• There is no other one who is righteous
• Not Judas
• Not Peter
• Not the Jewish Leaders
• Not the Jewish guards
• Not the Jewish crowds
• Not the Roman Leaders (Pilate, Herod)
• Not the Roman solders / crowds
• All are unrighteous and are behind the death of Christ.
• The crowds shout out the truth of what occurred – his blood is on us (all)
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• The Guards mock Jesus
• They falsely bow to his authority
• They mock him as king; give him a crown, robe, staff
• crown of thorns on his head - the soldiers were unwittingly symbolizing
God’s curse on humanity (Gen 3:18) being placed on Jesus.
• Mocking Jesus’ claim to kingship
• the original curse given to Adam now laid on Jesus’ head
• The Reed represented a false staff of power
• Robe – was a military garment, cheaply dyed in contrast to an expensive
royal robe for a king
• They falsely mock him as king – bow down to him
• They mock him – who will rule over us – not Jesus; we have no king but Caesar
• They take Jesus’ staff (authority and power) and hit him with it
• The statement Hail, King of the Jews! is a mockery patterned after the Romans’
cry of “Hail, Caesar!”
• Crucifixion was the cruelest form of punishment practiced by the Romans. Roman
citizens could not normally undergo it. It was reserved for the worst crimes, like
treason and evasion of due process in a capital case. The Roman historian Cicero
called it “a cruel and disgusting penalty” (Against Verres 2.5.63-66 §§163-70);
Josephus (J. W. 7.6.4 [7.203]) called it the worst of deaths.
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• Why was Simon of Cyrene pressed into service
• Note that indicates the historical accuracy – apparently the early church would
have recognized his name – probably became a christian
• Showed that Jesus was fully consumed with the flogging and physical suffering –
did not have the strength to carry his own cross
• Perhaps it shows that all people were involved in Jesus’ crucifixion
• not only the Romans and Jewish leaders but even the “innocent/common”
people – helped him along to his crucifixion
• knowingly crucified him / unknowingly condemned him
• No one helped Jesus avoid the cross
• It is difficult to say for certain who gave Jesus this drink of wine mixed with gall
• In any case, whoever gave it to him most likely did so in order to relieve his pain,
but Jesus was unwilling to take it.
• Jesus was willing to drink the full cup of God’s wrath for our sake
• Jesus wanted to be lucid on the cross – what he said is noteworthy, not the
ramblings of a drugged person
• Mention of the inscription is an important detail. It shows that Jesus was executed
for claiming to be a king – shows man’s rejection of Jesus as our king
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• Chief priests, scribes, elders – full designation of the Sanhedrin
• Ironic statements of those who were passing by, “save yourself!” and “come down
from the cross!”
• They wanted Jesus to come down from the cross and save his physical life, but
staying on the cross saved our lives
1. The mocking was virtually unanimous
• He bore the wrath of Men and of God alone
2. The mocking was intense and angry
• The wrath of men is being poured out upon the sinless Savior
3. The mocked the essence of what Jesus claimed and taught concerning Himself
• They mocked Him for being the King of the Jews; King of Israel; The Son of God;
For Saving Others; and for Trusting in God
4. The mocking is the same temptation that Jesus experienced in the wilderness
• If you are the Son of God (Matthew 4:3, 6)
• the temptation is for Jesus to act in a way that men would expect, in a way that
men would do, if they were the Son of God
5. The mocking was a temptation is for Jesus to save himself rather than save mankind
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• We see God’s full wrath being placed on Jesus
• imagery parallels the Day of the Lord - Joel 2:10; Amos 8:9-10; Zeph 1:15.
9 “And

on that day,” declares the Lord GOD, “I will make the sun go down at
noon and darken the earth in broad daylight. 10 I will turn your feasts into
mourning and all your songs into lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on every
waist and baldness on every head; I will make it like the mourning for an only
son and the end of it like a bitter day.
• Also parallels the 9th curse (darkness) and 10th curse (death of first born) on Egypt
• Jesus is quoting from Psalm 22:1
• Unfortunately the religious don’t recognize the quote
• As always, they mistake God’s voice for something else
• Sour wine refers to a cheap vinegar wine. It was the drink of slaves and soldiers
• Ironic – Jesus, who could give living water, was thirsty;
• shows how God separated himself from Jesus
• While Jesus experienced the pain and suffering of experiencing God (the Father’s) full
wrath on sin
• We forget the Pain and Suffering that The Father felt
• Key Point
• Jesus’ life was not taken from Him; He voluntarily gave it up (John 10:-17-18)
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• It could refer to the curtain separating the holy of holies from the holy place
(Josephus, J. W. 5.5.5 [5.219]), or it could refer to one at the entrance of the temple
court (Josephus, J. W. 5.5.4 [5.212]). Many argue that the inner curtain is meant
because another term, κάλυμμα (kalumma), is also used for the outer curtain. Others
see a reference to the outer curtain as more likely because of the public nature of this
sign. Either way, the symbolism means that access to God has been opened up.
• In short, the rending of the veil signified the end of the Old Covenant, under which
people had to keep their distance from God, and the commencement of the New
Covenant, under which men and women may draw near, through the shed blood of
Jesus (note Hebrews 9; 10:19-24).
• Ironic – the religious leaders were afraid of the apostles faking Jesus’ resurrection
• God ensured that all of Jerusalem would know if Jesus’ resurrection with the
raising the saints from their tombs
• Ironic – a gentile Soldier was the one who recognized who Jesus was
• Added his confession of Jesus’ innocence to Judas, Pilate, and Pilate’s wife
• These miracles with Jesus’ death are recorded to show
• testify to the uniqueness of the death of the Lord Jesus
• testify to the presence of God in the process by which He had chosen to save
men – through our Lord’s rejection, suffering, and sacrificial death
• testify to the fact that Jesus was who He claimed to be
39
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• Asking for the body of Jesus was indeed a bold move on the part of Joseph of
Arimathea, for it clearly and openly identified him with a man who had just been
condemned and executed, namely, Jesus. His faith is exemplary, especially for
someone who was a member of the council that handed Jesus over for crucifixion (cf.
Mark 15:43, Luke 23:51). He did this because he sought to give Jesus an honorable
burial.
•

Laid it in his new tomb: He came into the world from a virgin’s womb; He came forth
again from a virgin tomb. No body had ever been set in that tomb, so that when a
body came forth and the tomb was empty, there was no possible confusion as to
which body came forth.
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•

On the next day: “It must mean that the chief priests and Pharisees actually
approached Pilate on the Sabbath with their request. If they did that, it is clear to see
how radically they broke the Sabbath Law.” (Barclay)

• We remember…how that deceiver said, “After three days I will rise”: Ironically, the
enemies of Jesus remembered His promise of resurrection better than His own
disciples remembered.
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