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 Near to the Heart of God: A Study of the Book of Hebrews –

Bob Deffinbaugh (Bible.org)

 Hebrews – Steven J Cole (Bible.Org)
 Free Bible Commentary – Hebrews: Dr Bob Utley

(freebiblecommentary.org)

 Blue Letter Bible (blueletterbible.org)
 The Bible Project: Tim Mackie / Jon Collins

(thebibleproject.com)

 Walk with the Word (walkwiththeword.org)
 The Bible Knowledge Commentary: John Walvoord, Roy Zuck
 Hebrews - The NIV Application Commentary Book 15 by

George H. Guthrie
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 The book of Hebrews is a rich part of the New

Testament canon

 Describes in detail the person and work of the

LORD Jesus Christ
 Fully God and fully man
 Substitutionary death
 Priesthood

 Contributes to key doctrines
 Life of faith
 Old covenant vs the new covenant
 Strongest ties between Old and New Testament
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 Christian theologian R C Sproul, creator of the

“Renewing Your Mind” radio broadcast, once
said:
"If I were cast into prison and allowed but
one book, it would be the Bible.

If I were allowed only one book of the Bible,
it would be the Epistle to the Hebrews …
because it contains our most comprehensive
discussion of the redemption wrought for us
in the sacrifice of Jesus."
12/4/2018
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 Hebrews 4:12-13 (ESV)

For the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart. 13 And no
creature is hidden from his sight, but all are
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to
whom we must give account.
12
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 Hebrews 4:14-16 (ESV)

Since then we have a great high priest who
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15
For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us
then with confidence draw near to the throne
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need.
14
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 Hebrews 11:1, 6 (ESV)

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped
for, the conviction of things not seen.

1

And without faith it is impossible to please
him, for whoever would draw near to God
must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who seek him.

6
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 The key word is better, or superior
 Greek: ‘kreitton’ (krā't-tōn)
 Occurs 13 times
 ‘Better’ in ESV, NASB, NIV, NKJV
 ‘Superior’ in RSV
 Jesus is superior
 Angels, Moses, Prophets,
 Covenant, Mediator, Sacrifice, Life
 Jesus is better than all – worthy of our worship
12/4/2018
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 Unknown
 Earliest suggestions included Paul, Luke, Barnabas
 More recent proposals include Priscilla, Jude,

Apollos, Philip, and Silvanus

 Authorship drove acceptance of many NT books
 Books were readily accepted if author had first hand

account of Jesus’ ministry

 Initially thought as the 14th epistle of Paul and thus

accepted by Eastern Orthodox church

 Western church did not accept it until 4th century
 Clement of Rome, Jerome and Augustine drove

acceptance of the book into the NT cannon

 Spiritual depth and quality of the book bore witness

to it’s inspiration despite unknown authorship

12/4/2018

12

Approx
Date
4 BC
4 BC
14 AD
26 AD
29 AD
30 AD
34 AD
35 AD
46 AD
46 AD
51 AD
52 AD
53 AD
54 AD
54 AD
56 AD
57 AD
58 AD
12/4/2018

Historical Event
Birth of Jesus
Death of Herod the Great
Death of Augustus Caesar
Jesus Begins his Public Ministry
Jesus is Crucified & Rises from Dead
Christianity Spreads in Jerusalem
Stephen is Stoned
Paul Accepts Jesus - Road to Damascus
Paul Begins 1st Missionary Journey
The Book of James
Paul Begins 2nd Missionary Journey
The Book of 1 Thessalonians
The Book of 2 Thessalonians
Nero Becomes Emperor of Rome
Paul Begins 3rd Missionary Journey
The Book of Galatians
The Book of 1 & 2 Corinthians
The Book of 1 Peter, Romans

Approx
Date
59 AD
59 AD
60 AD
60 AD
61 AD
61 AD
62 AD
62 AD
64 AD
64 AD
65 AD
65 AD
66 AD
67 AD
68 AD
70 AD
80 AD
89 AD

Historical Event
Paul is Imprisoned at Caesarea
The Book of Philippians
Paul Appears Before Agrippa
The Book of Matthew
Paul is Imprisoned at Rome
The Book of Mark, Philemon, Titus
Paul is Released
The Book of 1 Timothy, Colossians, Ephesians
Paul is Imprisoned Again
Great Fire of Rome - Christians Blamed
The Book of 2 Peter, 2 Timothy
The Book of Hebrews
The Jews of Judea Revolt against Rome
The Book of Acts
Paul is Martyred at Rome
Jerusalem & Temple Destroyed, Jews Deported
The Book of 1, 2, 3 John & Gospel of John
The Book of Revelation
13

 Written to believers known to the author
 Rich background in Jewish worship and OT

thought – Jewish or converted Gentiles

 Not identified nor their city where they lived
 May be a house church in or near Rome
 Struggling with early stages of persecution
 “not yet resisted to the point of shedding your

blood” (12:4)

 Many were returning to Judaism, driven by

persecution
 Judaism was a “legally” sanctioned, tolerated
religion in Rome
 Christianity was not …
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Jesus A Priest
like Melchizedek

High Priest of a
Better Covenant

Sanctuaries and
Sacrifices

4:14- 5:11Ch. 7
5:10 6:20

Ch. 8

Ch. 9 Ch. 10 Ch. 11 Ch. 12 Ch. 13

Angels &
Torah

Moses &
Promised
Land

1st Warning
Pay Attention,
Do Not Drift
2:1-4
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Priests &
Melchizedek

2nd Warning
Don't Miss
God's Rest

3rd Warning
Don't Fall
Away

3:12-19

6:4-8

Sacrifice &
Covenant
4th Warning
Don't
Continue to
Sin
10:26-31

Exhortations Christian Living

Jesus the Great
High Priest

3:74:13

Exhortations Endure

Entering God's
Rest

2:53:6

Exhortations Examples of Faith

Jesus - Exalted
through Humility

1:52:4

Jesus the better
sacrifice

Jesus’ Superiority
to Angels

1:1-4

Warning - Don't
Fall Away

Introduction

Hebrews: Superiority of Jesus

The Life of Faith
5th Warning
Don't Deny
12:25-29
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 It drives us to see Jesus in much greater terms
 Greater in power, majesty, love, mercy & grace
 Consequently, we’re exhorted to exercise much

greater faith in what He can and will do for us

 It connects the dots between the OT and NT
 “Of all the writings of the New Testament, none is

more saturated with overt references to the OT”

 35 quotations from the Septuagint (Greek Old testament)
 34 allusions work Old Testament passages
 19 summaries of Old Testament material
 13 references to names or topics

 It makes sense concerning the OT, showing Jesus

fulfillment of redemptive history
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 It exalts the person and work of Jesus Christ,

prompting us to draw near to Him

 No other epistle places the spotlight on Jesus as well
 12:2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of

our faith

 10:19a Therefore, brothers, since we have

confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of
Jesus, … 22a let us draw near ...

 It provides us with the most extensive exposition on

the high priestly ministry of our Lord Jesus

 It is this ministry which we most need in times of

difficulty and adversity
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 It emphasizes the authority of the Word of God and

urges us to heed its warnings and exhortations

 2:1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention

to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.

 It not only challenges us to live by faith; it provides us

with many practical examples of how this is done.
 We’ll see this in Hebrews 11-13

 It has many words of hope and encouragement, but it

also has sobering words of warning for those who
disregard God’s Word and draw back from intimate
fellowship with our LORD
 We’ll see this in our study of the five warning

statements

12/4/2018
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The Book Of Hebrews
Bible Project
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Angels &
Torah

Moses &
Promised
Land

1st Warning
Pay Attention,
Do Not Drift
2:1-4

Priests &
Melchizedek

2nd Warning
Don't Miss
God's Rest

3rd Warning
Don't Fall
Away

3:12-19

6:4-8

Sacrifice &
Covenant
4th Warning
Don't
Continue to
Sin
10:26-31

Exhortations Christian Living

Exhortations Endure

Exhortations Examples of Faith

4:14- 5:11- Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap.
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
5:10 6:20

Jesus the better
sacrifice

Jesus the Great
High Priest

3:74:13

Sanctuaries and
Sacrifices

Entering God's
Rest

2:53:6

High Priest of a
Better Covenant

Jesus - Exalted
through Humility

1:52:4

Jesus A Priest
like Melchizedek

Jesus’ Superiority
to Angels

1:1-4

Warning - Don't
Fall Away

Introduction

Hebrews: Superiority of Jesus

The Life of Faith
5th Warning
Don't Deny
12:25-29

Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and considering a
return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65

 It has been called one of the finest, most elegant

sentences in the whole bible
 some of the most theologically powerful words
in the New Testament
 In so few words, the vast scope of the power

and majesty of the Lord Jesus is described

 One single sentence in the Greek text
 4 to 5 sentences in English bibles
 Begins like a sermon
 No mention of sender, addressees or greeting;
 opens with majestic overture, rhetorically

eloquent and theologically packed

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also
he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature,
and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4
having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs.
1
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 God’s revelation compared and contrasted
 V1 God spoke – central theme
 V1-2a Comparison of how God spoke

God Spoke
When
Recipients
Agents
Ways

Long ago / In the past

In these last days

To our fathers
Through the prophets
At many times and in many ways

To us
By his Son
In one way (implied)

 God’s son – person, work and status described
 V2b-4 Seven characteristics of the Son
12/4/2018
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Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets

1

 Long ago

 Spoken previously or formerly
 Years prior this recent revelation
 Prior to Christ’s appearance on earth

 God speaks

 He is not silent
 He has chosen to reveal Himself to his creation
 The living Word of God
 Same God who spoke creation into being
 Same God who provides revelation today
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1

Long ago, at many times and in many ways …

 Various translations

 many times (ESV, NKJV, NIV)
 many portions (NASB, NET)

 “Polymerōs” (Greek) occurs once in the NT
 Difficult translation; combines two thoughts
 Portions (lit): carefully laid out measures
 in parts, fragmentary, piecemeal
 partial or portions of revelation
 Hebrews - shadow of things to come

 Timing: spoken many times
12/4/2018

 Different occasions, repeatedly
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1

Long ago, at many times and in many ways …

 God spoke in different manners, or methods
 Directly to mankind: e.g. Adam and Eve
 Through representatives: Moses, prophets
 Dreams & visions: Joseph, Daniel, Ezekiel,

Isaiah, Peter, Paul

 Spectacular: Balaam’s donkey, burning bush,

fire, clouds, thunder, Urim and Thummim

 God’s Spirit – OT fillings (Saul), Pentecost
 Word or scriptures – David, Daniel, NT letters
12/4/2018
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 God repeatedly spoke through the prophets
 God did not give up
 God did not change
 God progressively revealed His revelation
 A revelation could not be fully understood until

arrival of Jesus

 God’s final, complete revelation provided through

God’s best representative

 Provided by a family member – God’s Son
 Shows how important is the revelation is – God

sent his Son to provide the word
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but in these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son ...
2

 Refers to the most recent revelation
 The expression, “last days,” found in the

Septuagint

 OT definition expression often refers to the day

of Messiah

 “Last days” that begin with
 the first coming of Christ and
 complete with His second coming
12/4/2018
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2

… he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
1. appointed the heir of all things,
2. through whom also he created the world.
3.

3

He is the radiance of the glory of God and

4. the exact imprint of his nature, and
5. he upholds the universe by the word of his

power.

6. After making purification for sins,
7. he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty

on high
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2 ...whom

he appointed the heir of all things, through
whom also he created the world

 Heir: Natural understanding as he’s the Son
 Anticipates his future reign

 Establishes his supreme place in the universe
 Reference to Psalm 2:7,8 (as referenced Heb 1:5)
7

8
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I will tell of the decree:
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you.
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your
heritage, and the ends of the earth your
possession.
33

2 ...whom

he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world
 Literally – created the “ages”
 Can also be rendered the universe
 Same Greek word found in 11:3
 “the whole created universe of space and time”

(F. F. Bruce)
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He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature ...

3

 Perfect reflection of the Father’s glory
 Rays from the sun are separate but part of the sun
 Similarly, Jesus’ glory is the same as God’s but separate

 God is made known to us in no other way than in

Christ: the essence of God, so immense is the
brightness that it dazzles our eyes, except it shines on
us in Christ (Calvin)

 We never could have understood the God “who dwells

in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or
can see” (1 Tim. 6:16), unless Jesus had come to
earth as a man to reveal Him
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He is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature ...

3

 The Greek word refers to the engraved character

or impression made by a coin die or wax seal
 He bears the stamp of deity

 Exact representation of God the Father’s nature
 Father’s imprint on the Son

 A true and trustworthy representation

 People see the parent’s physical and expressive

features in their children
 We know the Father as revealed to us by the
Son (Luke 10:22)
12/4/2018
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3

…. he upholds the universe by the word of his power

 Sustains all things by His powerful word
 Bear, carry, uphold, maintain, sustain
 The world was created by His word
 The world is sustained by His word
 Not one time - active, purposeful, continual control

 Jesus is continually upholding all things in the

universe by His word of power

 He ceased from doing this, the universe would

disintegrate!
 Paul states the same truth when he says,
12/4/2018

“in Him all things hold together” (Col. 1:17)
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… After making purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high
3

 What the Son had provided was a forgiveness that

would be permanent and allowing us to enter the
very presence of the Father
 Greek tense – one time, complete
 Paid the price for ownership

 Jesus left the glory of heaven, took on the form of a

servant, and became obedient to death, even death
on a cross, to purify us from our sins (Phil. 2:6-8)
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… After making purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high
3

 Allusion to Ps 110:1
 Key OT verse that authors of the NT refer most

often to presents the exaltation of Christ.

 Majesty on High
 Reverent term for God
 The word originally described God’s power,

greatness, or strength

(e.g., Deut. 32:3; Ps. 145:3, 6)

 Reverential term for “God” commonly used by

Jewish people of the day
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 On High – in Heaven
 Seated: work is complete
 To sit at the “right hand” of one in power
 A place of influence, prestige, and power
 Exalted and greatly favored
 No higher position of honor
 No one else has been invited to sit God’s right hand
 Some have tried
 Satan (Is 14:12-14), James/John
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having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs
4

 Shows how important Jesus is in the scheme of

things

 Set’s the stage for author’s first set of arguments
 We’ll let Ron focus on this statement next week …
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 Christ’s close relationship to God the Father
 Heir (Son), co-creator, ruler
 Christ is one with God the Father
 Radiates God’s glory and an exact duplicate of God
 Christ’s singular job description as God’s Son
 Sustainer and sanctifier
 Christ’s authority as well as access to God the Father
 Seated at right hand of God
 Highlights in one section the complete view of Jesus
 Prophet (word of revelation), Priest (sanctifier) and

King (Son, heir and co-creator)

 Sets the stage for the rest of the epistle
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 God is speaking to us
 Are we going to listen?
 Are we going to humble ourselves,
 set aside our agenda
 listen
 Hebrews starts off with the posture of

listening
 We may give every indication that we’re
listening – but are we really listening …
 When we become familiar with someone –

we tend to stop listening

 God speaks!
 People struggle with the idea that God speaks to us
 It’s exciting to hear of a loving God that wants to

speak to us –

 Conversely, people struggles to listen to that same

loving God

 God speaks effectively
 God’s voice is not a whimpering whine
 It is powerful – cutting us to our heart
 God speaks effectively to me
 God’s voice is one of loving salvation that rescues

each one of us in our time of need

 God speaks effectively to me through Jesus
12/4/2018
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Outline For week two
“Jesus-Superiority to Angels”
I. Review from last week
a. 1:1-2a. God has spoken fully and finally in His Son
b. 1:2b-3 Seven unique characteristics of the Son
i. Heir of all things (1:2)
ii. Creator of the universe (1:2)
iii. The radiance of the Father’s glory (1:3)
iv. The manifestation of the Father’s essence (1:3)
v. The sustainer of all things by His powerful word 1:3)
vi. He accomplished cleansing for sins (1:3)
vii. He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (1:3)
c. 1:4 Conclusion: the Son is higher than the angels
d. Another possible theme: “How to make Christians believe, how to make
Christians act like Christians”
II. Read passage, starting with verse 1 chapter 1, read slowly and allow the Holy Spirit
to speak
III. Introduction to this week’s passage: 1:5 – 2:4
a. God has spoken fully and finally in His Son, who is vastly superior to the angels
b. 3 major sections of the first TWO chapters:
i. Exposition: God has spoken through His ‘son. Who is higher than the
angels (1:1-14) Primarily doctrine
ii. Exhortation: (2:1-4) Listen well to what He says! This is a pointed
application, our first warning, we dare not neglect the massage God has
spoken in His Son.
iii. Exposition: The Son became “lower than the angels” to save sinners (2518, next week)
iv. This pattern of Exposition-Exhortation-exposition is typical through
Hebrews
v. “Angels” appears 12 times in Hebrews, 5 in chapter 1, 5 in chapter 2
vi. 7 Old testament citations in theses few verses
“If I were to submit a paper on Hebrews 1:5-14, it would be a virtual
doctoral dissertation because there are seven Old Testament
citations in these verses. Needless to say, we will not be able to fully
expound these verses as a seminary paper might require. We will,
however, seek to show how these citations serve to establish the
author’s premise that the Son – Jesus Christ – is vastly higher than
the angels.” DEFFINBAUGH
VII. There is found a “correspondence” between the Old testament text and
its New Testament fulfillment. Raymond Brown puts it this way: “When
the writer of Hebrews chapter 1 comes to the two psalms we have
mentioned, he looks beyond their initial meaning and, without denying

the validity of that original context, extracts a further and more
important message from the words. It is not that he superimposes on the
text a meaning it was not intended to convey; he brings out a truth
already there. He believes that Christ is everywhere present in the Old
Testament, though that might not necessarily have been discerned by the
original writers and readers.”5
viii. The author assumes the following about the Old testament scriptures:
1. The author assumes the inspiration and authority of both the Old
and New testament
2. Accepts the meaning and application of the Old testament texts in
their normal historical setting and context.
3. The author believed that the Bible was one book, progressively
revealed, leading us to Christ
4. Assumes the O.T. is a Christ-centered book
5. Believed that the O.T. was relevant to the people of his time and
by extension to our times as well.
ix. Four ways the Son is superior to the angels:
1. The Son has a unique relationship with the Father (1:5; Psalm 2:7;
2 Samuel 7:14).
2. The angels have an inferior position compared to the Son (1:6-7;
Psalm 97:7; 104:4).
3. The Son’s reign and His relation to the cosmos is eternal (1:8-12;
Psalm 45:17; 102:25-27). We will be splitting this into 2 points.
4. The Son’s position is contrasted with that of the angels (1:13-14;
Psalm 110:1).
IV. Jesus is superior to the angels because He is uniquely the Son of God (1:45)
a. Can’t ignore the relationship between verse 4 and 5. Verse 4 ending with “ thus
he became so far better than the angels as He has inherited a name superior to
theirs”
i. For Hebrews the name signified “the essential character of a person in
himself and in his work” (Hughes) In the sense of His eternal existence
and His essential nature, Jesus always had a more excellent name than
the angels.
ii. His having become as much better than the angels refers to what Jesus
accomplished through His incarnation, death on the cross for our sins,
resurrection, and ascension into glory again.
b. Jesus is “The Son of God”
i. Angels: 1:5 cites Ps 2:7 and 2Sam 7:14 already been linked in
speculations about the coming “messiah”
ii. Angels sometimes referred to in the plural as “sons of God” Job 1:6
iii. Believers may be called “sons of God” John 1:12

iv. Title “Son of God” unique to Jesus, signifies his deity as the Jews
themselves would know (John 5:18). Reserved only for the Messiah, our
Lord Jesus Christ
c. First quote: Psalm 2:7, “You are My Son, today I have begotten You”.
preceded by the statement, “I will surely tell of the decree of the Lord.” Because
that decree took place in eternity, before creation, the church has affirmed the
eternal Sonship of Jesus Christ and has said that He is “eternally begotten” by
the Father, not made (“The Nicene Creed”). In other words, since God exists in
eternity, begetting is not an event that took place in time. Rather, it describes an
eternal relationship between the first and second members of the Godhead. .
i. F. F. Bruce (Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews [Eerdmans], p.
13) relates “today” to the exaltation and enthronement of Christ, which is
an emphasis throughout Hebrews. He explains that this does not in any
way question the eternal Sonship of Christ. Rather, he says, “He who was
the Son of God from everlasting entered into the full exercise of all the
prerogatives implied by His Sonship when, after His suffering had proved
the completeness of His obedience, He was raised to the Father’s right
hand” (ibid.).
ii. “begetting” in Psalms 2:7 referred to the royal coronation – in
Jesus case, his exaltation (similar to Act 13:33) Rather, the early
church understood these passages to refer to Jesus’ induction into his
royal position as King of the universe at the resurrection and exaltation.
With these events God vindicated Jesus as Messiah and established his
eternal kingdom (see Acts 13:32-34; Rom. 1:4). God’s becoming the Son’s
Father, then, refers to God’s open expression of their relationship upon
Christ’s enthronement, an interpretation that fits both Old Testament
contexts in question.”
d. Second quote: 2 Samuel 7:14
i. The second quotation to back up Jesus as God’s unique Son comes from 2
Samuel 7:14, where God promised David that He will be a Father to
David’s son, and “He shall be a Son to Me.” That promise had an initial
fulfillment in Solomon, who built the Temple, but its final fulfillment was
in David’s greater Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. As the angel told Mary (Luke
1:32, 33), “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High;
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.”
ii. The Father-Son relationship between God the Father and Jesus Christ, the
Son, can best be understood in the light of God’s words in 2 Samuel 7:12
“‘When the time comes for you to die, I will raise up your descendant,
one of your own sons, to succeed you, and I will establish his kingdom. 13
He will build a house for my name, and I will make his dynasty
permanent. 14 I will become his father and he will become my son. When
he sins, I will correct him with the rod of men and with wounds inflicted
by human beings. 15 But my loyal love will not be removed from him as I

removed it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house
and your kingdom will stand before me permanently; your dynasty will be
permanent’” (2 Samuel 7:12-16). David wanted to build a temple,
a “house” for God. God made it clear that He did not really need
a “house.” Instead, God promised to build a “house” – a dynasty – for
David. God assured David that there would always be someone of his
descendants who will sit on the throne of Israel. After David dies, God will
raise up one of his descendants to take his place. God then tells David
that when his son sins, He will correct him (verse 14). Thus, we have a
double prophecy. David will always have a descendant to sit on the
throne. But beyond this, David’s descendant, the Messiah, will reign
forever because He is eternal. God will not need to correct Him for
committing iniquity. Next week we will talk about Moses, God’s house
and us being part of that house.
iii. But the important words for us to grasp are found in verse 14: “I will
become his father and he will become my son.” This “father-son”
relationship is not about one’s birth; it is about being installed on the
throne.
V. Jesus is superior to the angels because they worship and serve Him (1:6-7)
Third quote: Deut. 32:43. And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he
says, “Let all God's angels worship him." (Hebrews 1:6 RSV)
Forth quote: Psalm 104:4 Of the angels he says, “Who makes his angels winds, and his
servants flames of fire." (Hebrews 1:7 RSV)
a. The most obvious point is that angels worship and serve Jesus, not vice versa. One
of the roles of angels is to worship Him. It is the lesser beings who worship the
greater – Jesus. Remember the instances where men prostrated themselves before
angels and were stopped because only God can be worshipped:
a. Rev. 19:10
b. Rev. 22:8-9
c. Matt 4:9-10. "All these things I will give You, if You fall down and
worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Go, Satan! For it is written,
'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM
ONLY.'"
d. Romans 1:25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen.
e. Col 2:18. Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in
self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on
visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind.
b. Firstborn: To our minds, firstborn sounds like a chronological concept, that
someone was born first in time in a family.
c. But for the Hebrews, firstborn signified position, not time. The oldest son
was usually, but not always, the heir to the father’s estate. As such, he was in a

position of privilege and preeminence over his brothers. In Israel, the firstborn son
was to inherit the mantle of leading the family in his father’s place. The firstborn
also received a double portion of the father’s inheritance. That is why, when twins
were born, great care was taken to identify the first to come from the womb. The
author is not speaking here about the birth of baby Jesus in Bethlehem. But here, as
elsewhere in the N.T. he is talking about the preeminence of Jesus as the “firstborn
Son”. The title is used in Psalm 89:27, where God says of David, “I shall also make
him My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.” David was not the firstborn
son of Jesse. In fact, he was the youngest son. But he was the most prestigious and
preeminent son, because God had chosen him above his brothers.
d. There are two other interpretive issues in verse 6. The first has to do with the
adverb “again.” Should it go at the front of the sentence, and thus mark the
following quotation as yet another Scripture that sets forth the exalted position of
Christ? Or, should it be connected with the verb “brings” (as in the NASB), thus
pointing not to the first coming of Christ, but to His second coming? While some
reputable scholars argue for the second view, the majority favor the first view (P.
Hughes, p. 58). It is not a major issue, in that all who believe in Jesus would agree
that the angels worshiped Him when He came to earth the first time (Luke 2:13-14)
and that they will worship Him when He comes again (Rev. 5:11-12).
e. The other issue in verse 6 is the source of the quote. It is similar, but not exact,
to Psalm 97:7[96:7] in the LXX. But it is verbatim from the LXX of Deuteronomy
32:43. The problem is, this line in the LXX is not in the Hebrew Bible. But it has been
found in one of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and so perhaps was original.
f. The main point of verse 7 is that the angels belong to Jesus (“His angels”) and that
they obey His commands. Thus, they are His servants, and not vice versa. Also, the
terms “winds” and “fire” point to the transitory, changing nature of their service, as
contrasted with the eternal sovereignty and glory of Christ, as portrayed in verse 8.
The point is that Jesus is superior to the angels because they worship and serve
Him.

VI. Jesus is superior to the angels because He is the God who reigns eternally
(1:8-9).
Fifth quote: Psalm 45:6-7 But of the Son he says, "Thy throne, O God, is for ever
and ever, the righteous scepter is the scepter of thy kingdom.
Thou hast loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God,
has anointed thee with the oil of gladness beyond thy comrades." (Hebrews 1:89 RSV)
a. let us dwell on what is probably the most prominent theme – the eternality of
the Son. What makes the Son superior to the angels? The Son is the Eternal One,
the Creator. His days have no beginning or end. But all creation has a point of
beginning,28 and a time when it will perish.29 This theme of the eternality of
Jesus will be a prominent theme as it relates to our Lord’s priesthood.

b. Note the contrast between the angels (1:6-7) and the Son (1:8). Here the author

quotes Psalm 45:6-7. This psalm celebrated a royal wedding, perhaps of King
Solomon or one of David’s other descendants (Bruce, p. 19), addressing the king
as God. F. F. Bruce (ibid.) explains that this is not the only place in the Old
Testament to use such hyperbolic language (see Isa. 9:6; Jer. 23:5-6). Some
would translate it as, “God is your throne,” but other than theological bias, there
is no reason to do so. If someone objects to the Son being addressed as God in
verse 8, they still have to contend with verse 10, where He is addressed as the
Lord and Creator.
c. The author’s clear point is that, as God, Jesus reigns forever and ever. His rule is
marked by the love of righteousness and the hatred of lawlessness. These
qualities marked Jesus’ earthly life and ministry, and they will supremely mark
His coming kingdom, when He rules the nations with a rod of iron (Rev. 19:15).
The oil of gladness refers to His triumph over sin and death and His return to His
rightful glory. The “companions” may refer to angels, but more likely refers to
the “many sons” that He brings to glory through His suffering and resurrection
(2:10, 11). Note also that righteousness and joy always go together. It is Satan’s
lie that righteousness is boring! In God’s holy presence are fullness of joy and
pleasures forever (Ps. 16:11).

Jesus is superior to the angels because He is the eternal Creator of
VII.
heaven and earth (1:10-12).
Sixth quote: Psalm 102: 25-27 And, "Thou, Lord, didst found the earth in the
beginning, and the heavens are the work of thy hands; they will perish, but thou
remainest; they will all grow old like a garment, like a mantle thou wilt roll them
up, and they will be changed. But thou art the same, and thy years will never
end." (Hebrews 1:10-12 RSV)
a. This sixth quotation is taken from Psalm 102:25-27, which begins, “A prayer of
the afflicted when he is faint and pours out his complaint before the Lord.” The
psalmist has gone through some difficult trials, which he describes in strong
poetic language in the first part of the psalm.
b. The remarkable thing about the quote is that in the psalm, these verses clearly
describe Almighty God, and yet the author of Hebrews applies them directly to
Jesus. Oscar Cullman observed, “We should generally give much more
consideration to the by no means self-evident fact that after the death of Jesus
the first Christians without hesitation transferred to him what the Old Testament
says about God”
c. To this Jewish church, these words were not just a theological statement about
Jesus’ superiority to the angels. They were also meant to be a source of great
comfort in the midst of trials. The same eternal Creator who sustained the
psalmist in the midst of his calamity would sustain them in the midst of their

troubles. And that eternal Creator is none other than their Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ! He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (13:8). Even if you are taken
away in the midst of your days, you have a lasting refuge in the eternal,
unchanging Lord Jesus Christ!

VIII.
Jesus is superior to the angels because He sits at God’s right hand,
whereas they are sent out to serve the saints (1:13-14).
Seventh quote: Psalms 110:1 But to what angel has he ever said,
"Sit at my right hand, till I make thy enemies a stool for thy feet?" (Hebrews
1:13 RSV)
a. A rhetorical question, the obvious answer is “none”
b. Comes from Psalm 110:1, most often cited O.T. verse in the N.T. ( 14 times)
c. To sit at the “right hand” of one in power was to have a place of influence,
prestige, and power. No wonder the mother of the two disciples – James and
John – wanted these positions for her sons.31 No angel has ever been invited to
the right hand of the Father. Only one angel tried to gain this position by
rebellion against God – Satan:
d. Benefits: It is from this position of close proximity to the Father that the Son
intercedes for the saints: Who is the one who will condemn? Christ is the one
who died (and more than that, he was raised), who is at the right hand of God,
and who also is interceding for us (Romans 8:34).
e. descriptions of angels in the Bible show that they are impressive beings
i. In Genesis, two angels rescued Lot and his family from Sodom and
then called down fire and brimstone from heaven on the wicked
cities.
ii. On another occasion, an angel struck down 70,000 in Israel on
account of David’s sin (2 Sam. 24:15-17).
iii. One angel went out into the camp of Sennacherib’s army and struck
down 185,000 soldiers in a night (Isa. 37:36).
iv. An angel shut the lions’ mouths so that Daniel was kept safe, and an
angel revealed to Daniel the amazing prophecies of things to come.
v. When Daniel saw the angel, it wiped out his strength and took his
breath away (Dan. 6:22; 9:20-27; 10:17).
vi. An angel delivered Peter from prison and then struck the proud
Herod Agrippa, so that he was eaten by worms and died (Acts 12:323).
vii. The Bible teaches that angels guard believers (2 Kings 6:15-18; Ps.
91:11-12; Matt. 18:10)
viii. and look in on our church services (1 Cor. 11:10), although we are
not able to see them.
f. And yet, as great and powerful as angels are, they are just servants who
stand before Him who sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high!
Worship Him alone, because He is Almighty God!

IX. Why this emphasis on angels?
a. The ancient world made a great deal of angels. They worshipped them in many
of the ancient religious rites. Angels are the demigods of the Roman and Greek
pantheon. Therefore, this letter was written to people who particularly had an
interest in angels. The writer deals with this very rapidly, but very thoroughly.
This subject may not interest us as much today as it did then, but it is still a
tremendous revelation of the person of Christ.
b. Some would say that it was intended to correct an abundance of false or
distorted teaching (or practice) related to angels. No doubt the first two chapters
of Hebrews do give us a better understanding of angels, but it is not my view
that the primary purpose of these chapters is to correct a false or exaggerated
view of angels. The author views angels in a positive light. He presents them and
their ministry in the highest possible terms. And the reason is so that they can
serve as a benchmark, against which to measure the worth and work of the Son.
Angels are “as good as it gets” so far as created beings are concerned, and yet
the Son is vastly superior. Angels thus serve to show how far superior the Son is,
thereby preparing us to pay all the more attention to what He has revealed from
the Father (2:1-4).
c. One of Satan’s strategies is to demote Jesus from being who He truly is,
the “Son of God” to a status less or other then that.
i. examples in other world religions today:
1. Islam:
Jesus was born of a virgin
Jesus was given revelation by Allah
Was Strengthened by HS
Jesus was created
Jesus was no more than a messenger of Allah
You are cursed if you say Jesus is God’s Son
Deny that Jesus is the Son of God
Jesus was no more than a servant
2. Jeh Witness (watch tower)
Acknowledge Jesus is an divine being and even call him a
god, while denying that He is, in fact the almighty God and
uncreated creator
They deny the trinity, the deity of Christ and his physical
resurrection
They teach that Jesus was created as the archangel Michael
and that through him, all other things in the universe were
created. Thus they hold to a relatively high view of Jesus, but
they deny His full deity. But as Bishop Moule once said, “A
Savior not quite God is a bridge broken at the farther end.”
3. Mormons

Have conflicting views: “Understanding and embracing Jesus
Christ’s role as Savior is key to every Christian faith. And it
requires more than having a theoretical belief that He lived and
accomplished great things.” (Morman .com)
Joseph Smioth received additional revelation
Has 4 written books of scripture “We believe the Bible to be the
word of God as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book
of Mormon to be the word of God.”
“most reliable way to measure the accuracy of any biblical
passage is not by comparing different texts, but by comparison with the
Book of Mormon and modern-day revelations.”
The LDS church subscribes to the doctrine of continual revelation:
“We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and
we believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things
pertaining to the Kingdom of God.”
Mormans do not believe in the trinity as we do. Mormons believe
that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are three separate gods.
In LDS teaching, all the Father’s children (including humans)
possess the same potential to become gods (like the Father, Jesus, and
the Holy Ghost) since they are of the same species. Every human spirit
once existed as a divine intelligence before becoming the spirit-children
of the Father.
X. Conclusion:
a. author’s “conclusion” (or application if you prefer) comes in the next four verses
– Hebrews 2:1-4.
b. Chapter 1 of the Book of Hebrews is a rich source of sound doctrine. We should
find substantial contributions to our understanding of Christology (the doctrine
of Christ), of the Trinity, and of Angelology. The deity of Christ is clearly taught
here, and thus this chapter of Hebrews was a text to which the early church
fathers appealed when they contended with heresy. And after giving careful
attention to these words of Scripture, how could one deny the doctrine of the
Trinity? No wonder the author urges us to pay close attention to these words (as
well as the rest of the New Testament Scriptures).

XI. Chapter 2: 1-4
Therefore, we must pay the closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away
from it. For if the message declared by angels was valid and every transgression or
disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great
salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who

heard him, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and
by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his own will. (Hebrews 2:1-4 RSV)
a. This is our first Command in Hebrews – LISTEN, “he who has ears to hear, let him
hear” (Matt 11:15, 13:9, 13:43 etc.) The problem is not a new one. How many
Old Testament saints failed to finish well, falling to one kind of evil or another? I
believe that when the author of Hebrews warns us of the danger of “drifting,” he
is speaking of the same problem. This is a danger that every Christian faces, and
thus we would do well – as our text exhorts us – to listen more carefully to the
message that God has for us in the person and work of His Son. As our text urges
us, let us listen well to the Word of God, lest we drift into dangerous waters.
b. “Therefore” looks back to chapter 1. The author is tying this exhortation to what
he has just said: “Therefore, since God has spoken finally and fully in His Son,
who is vastly superior to any other being, we should listen most carefully to what
He has said.”
c. There are two particularly important questions we must answer before going
any further. First, who is meant by “we” (three times)3 in verse 1? And second,
“What is meant by the expression ‘drift away’?” We have several possible
answers to the question, “Who is the author referring to when he says ‘we’?
i. The “we” refers to Jewish unbelievers who have heard the gospel, but
have not really embraced it for salvation.
1. The first view is held by John MacArthur, who writes:
2. “To whom is the warning directed? It cannot be to Christians.
They can never be in danger of neglecting salvation – in the sense
of not receiving it – since they already have it. They can neglect
growth and discipleship, but they cannot neglect salvation. Nor
can the warning be to those who have never heard the gospel,
because they cannot neglect what they do not even know exists.
The warning must therefore be directed to non-Christians,
specifically Jews, who are intellectually convinced of the gospel
but who fail to receive it for themselves.”
ii. The “we” refers to believers.
1. Of which you can lose your salvation (the consequences of
drifting) Steven Cole seems to take this position.
a. But one problem is that it gives false assurance to the
person who says, “I believe in Jesus as my Savior, so I am
going to heaven. But I am not submitting to Him as my
Lord.” For the author of Hebrews, either you are holding
fast to your confession of faith in Christ and are striving
against sin, or you are drifting spiritually and are in danger
of frightening judgment. Those are the only options.
b. True believers may drift and may get entangled in sin. But
when they are confronted with the truth, they will turn

from their sin and pursue holiness. If they do not turn from
it, they have no basis for assurance of salvation. The longer
they continue in sin, the more reason they have to
question whether their profession of faith was genuine.
But no one has the option of saying, “I’m just a carnal
Christian. I’m living for this world now, but when I die I’ll
go to heaven.” That option does not exist.

2.
3. Of which the penalty is severer but not related to salvation
4. Look at the following passages within Hebrews:
a. Hebrews 3:1,6
b. Hebrews 3:12-14
c. Hebrews 5:11-14
d. Hebrews 6:9-12
e. Hebrews 10:32-39
f. Hebrews 12:1-13
g. Hebrews 13:20-22
h. Collectively they seem to indicate it is addressed to
believers
iii. The “we” refers to the members of a particular church, a few of whom
might be unsaved.
d. The definition of “drifting”
i. George H. Guthrie sums up the various nuances of the term:“The image
of ‘drifting’ is an especially potent one. The word used here (panaruomai)
could signify objects that slip away, such as a ring that slips off the finger,
or objects that go in the wrong direction, such as a piece of food that
goes into the windpipe. Perhaps the image closer to our author’s
intention in this passage is that of a ship drifting, missing a harbor it
intended to enter because of strong currents or winds.”6
ii. R. Kent Hughes defines “drifting away” in very practical terms: “That
church’s experience 2,000 years ago intersects our lives in this
way: drifting is the besetting sin of our day. And as the metaphor
suggests, it is not so much intentional as from unconcern. Christians
neglect their anchor – Christ – and begin to quietly drift away. There is no
friction, no dramatic sense of departure. But when the winds of trouble
come, the things of Christ are left far behind, even out of sight. The writer
of Revelation uses different language, but refers to the same thing when
he says to the ostensibly healthy Ephesian church, ‘Yet I hold this against
you: You have forsaken your first love’ (Revelation 2:4).
iii. Nautical term: A boat witrhj no anchor. Consider this word “drifting.” It
means float by. It’s what a piece of bark or a leaf or a dead fish does in
the river — it floats by the boat that is being rowed upstream. It takes no
life and no motion to float by. One need only do nothing, and you will
float by.

e. The consequences of drifting
i. The author is about to employ a “much more” argument. He will show
the severe consequences for Israelites who disregarded the requirements
of the Law of Moses. And then he will reason that neglecting the later
and fuller revelation of God in Christ is even more dangerous.
ii. “the message spoken through angels.” How could the law be said to have
been spoken through angels? The answer comes to us in several biblical
texts: Deuteronomy 33:2 (LXX8); Acts 7:38, 53; Galatians 3:19.
iii. There was, then, some angelic involvement in the giving of the law, and
that is exactly the point that the author draws upon. Beginning in chapter
1, he has been showing the superiority of Christ to the angels and that
continues to be his point here. If the consequences for neglecting God’s
Word were severe in the Old Testament, how much greater will the
consequences be for neglecting God’s Word in the New Testament? One
vastly superior to the angels has brought the good news to men. Surely
disregarding the message God has revealed by His Son will have more
severe consequences.
iv. MacArthur, assuming that the “we” of Hebrews 2:1 refers to Jewish
unbelievers, concludes that the author speaks of an eternity in hell:
“Hell is undoubtedly full of people who were never actively opposed to
Jesus Christ, but who simply neglected the gospel. Such people are in
view in these four verses. They know the truth and even believe the
truth, in the sense that they acknowledge its truthfulness, its rightness.
They are well aware of the good news of salvation provided in Jesus
Christ, but are not willing to commit their lives to Him. So they drift past
the call of God into eternal damnation.”9
v. But we have seen that the “we” of whom the author speaks are
Christians. Surely he is not saying that they will lose their salvation, is he?
Certainly not!
vi. In both the Old Testament and the New, there are severe consequences
for disregarding God’s Word.
1. Think, for example, of Uzzah, who reached out and touched the
ark and was struck dead for his irreverence.10 In this instance, the
law had clearly instructed the Israelites as to how the ark was to
be transported (by the priests, carrying it by the use of poles, and
not in a cart drawn by oxen). Ignorance of the law was no excuse
for disobedience, and thus Uzzah was struck dead.
2. So, too, some of the men of Beth-shemesh died because
they “looked into the ark.”11
3. Then there was David, and the severe consequences resulting
from his sin against Uriah (2 Samuel 11-12).
4. Think, too, of the consequences of Miriam’s sin – leprosy.12
5. Likewise, we should not forget that Moses was kept from entering
the land because of his irreverence.13

6. We can see the same thing in the New Testament, where
believers in Jesus suffered severe consequences because of their
sin.
7. Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead for “lying to the
HolySpirit.”14
8. Some of the saints in Corinth were stricken with illness, and some
died because of their irreverence at the Lord’s Table.15
9. The man who was living with his father’s wife was handed over to
Satan for judgment, but this did not include the loss of his eternal
salvation: For even though I am absent physically, I am present in
spirit. And I have already judged the one who did this, just as
though I were present. 4 When you gather together in the name
of our Lord Jesus, and I am with you in spirit, along with the
power of our Lord Jesus, 5 turn this man over to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord (1 Corinthians 5:3-5).
f. How great a salvation
i. Salvation is great because it is the one thing that every person needs
more than anything else
ii. Salvation is great because it comes to us from none other than the Lord
Jesus himself
iii. Salvation is great because eyewitnesses confirmed it as true
iv. Salvation is great because God himself confirmed the message by
miracles through the apostles
v. And the whole first chapter is intended to make this a light burden and an
easy yoke. The one we are to pay close attention to is the Creator and
Sustainer and Owner and Ruler and Redeemer of the world
g. What are the possible symptoms of drifting?
In spite of the greatness of God’s salvation, we all are in danger of drifting away
from it.As I said, the author uses “we” to include himself as vulnerable. The immediate
cause of the Hebrews’ drifting was that they were facing trials and the threat of
persecution. Whenever we are there, we need to be on guard. We are then most in
danger of drifting. But even at other times, drifting is easy because all it requires is
neglect.
i. My sense of wonder begins to wane. When we went on vacation this
summer, we saw a lot of magnificent scenery, much of which was the
mountains on the West Coast. Mount Rainier or Mount Hood can be
looming in the background, and some of the natives seem to have
forgotten its beauty and majesty. Likewise, when we read the first verses
of Hebrews 1, we are informed of the majesty and splendor of the Son of
God, our Savior. Has the wonder that He came down to earth to save us

(chapter 2) been lost on us? Is this not awesome? If we have lost the
wonder of our Savior and His salvation, we are drifting.
ii. My awareness of the nearness of God has become ancient history. If the
intimacy I once knew and enjoyed is now a faint memory, I am drifting.
iii. My love and desire for God’s Word falls short of what I find in Psalm 119.
iv. The realities of heaven and hell seem distant and unreal.
v. I fall apart at the first sign of suffering or persecution.
vi. I am unaware of the constant, downward pull of the world, the flesh, and
the devil.
vii. Prayer, Bible study, witnessing, and going to church are a duty, rather
than a delight.
viii. The Lord’s Table is dull, and preaching is boring.
ix. Remembering the work of Jesus Christ on the cross does not emotionally
move me.
x. I become autonomous, rather than deeply dependent upon other
believers.
xi. Theology ceases to be important to me, or (worse yet) when it is just an
intellectual exercise.
xii. My theology is derived more from the fiction section of the library than
from the Bible, good commentaries, or books on theology. I know that I
am stepping out on a limb here, but I believe this is a very real danger.
The recent popularity of the book, The Shack, among Christians is
distressing and disturbing. When professing saints say that they have
learned more about God from this book than from their Bible or from
preaching, something is seriously wrong. I think that too many Christians
have found it easier and more enjoyable to read Christian fiction to learn
about spiritual warfare or prophecy than to learn from God’s Word. In my
opinion, that is drifting.
xiii. I lack joy and gratitude for all God has done for me.
xiv. I have ceased growing in faith, hope, and love.
xv. I’m looking for something “more” outside Scripture, and outside of Christ.
I see this in the carnal Corinthians. I also see this dealt with in Colossians
1 and 2. In Colossians 1, Paul declares the supremacy of Christ. In chapter
2, Paul writes that in Christ “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). He then goes on to warn us about seeking
wisdom that is not according to Christ.18
XII. Let me end with some final words of exhortation. First, I have a word for those of you
who have never “dropped anchor” by confessing your sins and trusting in the work of
Jesus Christ for your eternal salvation. Being in close proximity to the gospel, or to
Christians, does not save you. Listen to these words of our Lord (the One to whom the
writer to the Hebrews is urging us to pay attention):

Now here is a command that we need desperately to hear in our day. What do you listen to?
Whom do you listen to? God has spoken through his Son, do you listen to him? How does your
listening to him compare to your listening to other things? When we want to listen to someone,
we make provisions for listening. If we want to listen to a musical group, we make sure that we
have a tape player in the car and that we have the tapes.
If we want to listen to the news, we make sure there is a radio in the kitchen or that we have a
TV and that we have it turned on at the right time. If we want to listen to a missionary who is in
a critical situation overseas, we make arrangements to have email and pick up our mail often
during the day. If we want to listen to John Grisham tell his latest tale, we buy a paperback in
the airport and have it with us on the airplane.
On and on it goes. We all want to listen to something. And we make plans for our listening and
we buy things and go places and make sure we are not distracted. So how does all this compare
to our listening to God’s word to us in his Son? Are you listening to that? Are you making
provisions for that? Are your kitchen and your car and your den and your reading devoted to
that?
Sproul: If you neglect it and teat it lightly it probably means you’ve nverr been converted, that
Goid has never quicken or avakened you soul from spiritual death” Salvation os so great, we
can’t neglect it”
The prayer of R.C.Sproul, last sermon delivered on Dec. 14,20`17 teaching on Heb. 2:1-4
“So I pray with all of my heart that God would awaken each one of us today to the sweetness,
the loveliness, the glory of the gospel declared by Christ. We thank you , Oh Jesus that you are
for us the great escape, we’re thankful that because of what you’ve done for us we have
nothing to fear from the wrath that is to come but we pray, oh God, that you would feed our
souls, cause us to hunger and thirst after you, as the deer pants after the mountain stream,
ignite a flame in our hearts that we may not neglect you but pursue you with all we have. Aman
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Moses &
Promised
Land

1st Warning
Pay Attention,
Do Not Drift
2:1-4

Priests &
Melchizedek

2nd Warning
Don't Miss
God's Rest

3rd Warning
Don't Fall
Away

3:12-19

6:4-8

Sacrifice &
Covenant
4th Warning
Don't
Continue to
Sin
10:26-31

Exhortations Christian Living

Exhortations Endure

Exhortations Examples of Faith

4:14- 5:11- Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap.
5:10 6:20
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Jesus the better
sacrifice

Jesus the Great
High Priest

3:74:13

Sanctuaries and
Sacrifices

Entering God's
Rest

2:53:6

High Priest of a
Better Covenant

Jesus - Exalted
through Humility

1:52:4

Jesus A Priest
like Melchizedek

Jesus’ Superiority
to Angels

1:1-4

Warning - Don't
Fall Away

Introduction

Hebrews: Superiority of Jesus

The Life of Faith
5th Warning
Don't Deny
12:25-29

Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and considering a
return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65
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 Near to the Heart of God: A Study of the Book of Hebrews –

Bob Deffinbaugh (Bible.org)

 Hebrews – Steven J Cole (Bible.Org)
 Hebrews - The NIV Application Commentary Book 15 by

George H. Guthrie

 The Bible Knowledge Commentary: John Walvoord, Roy Zuck

 Blue Letter Bible (blueletterbible.org)
 Free Bible Commentary – Hebrews: Dr Bob Utley

(freebiblecommentary.org)

 Walk with the Word (walkwiththeword.org)
 The Bible Project: Tim Mackie / Jon Collins

(thebibleproject.com)
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 God has provided portions of His revelation over time

through the prophets

 Now He provides the final revelation through His Son
 Father/Christ’s close relationship: Heir, co-creator, ruler
 Father/Christ are one: Radiates God’s glory and exact

duplicate of God

 Christ’s singular job description: Sanctifier and sustainer
 Christ’s authority as well as access to God the Father –

seated at the right hand of God

 Christ: Prophet (word of revelation), Priest (sanctifier)

and King (Son, heir and co-creator)
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 Jesus is superior than the Angels (7 OT citations)
 The Son’s Unique Relationship to the Father (1:5)
 Angels Inferior Position – serve and worship (1:6–7)
 The Son’s reign is eternal (1:8–9)
 The Son created the heaven and earth (1:10-12)
 The Son’s Position at God’s Right Hand - the Angels are

sent to serve the saints (1:13–14)

 Consequences of Jesus’ revelation (Exhortation/Warning #1)
 OT saints were punished for a partial revelation
 How much more will we be held accountable
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 God has spoken finally and fully through His Son, who is

higher than the angels (1:1-14)

 “Parenthetical” Exhortation: We must more carefully listen

to Him, lest we drift away (2:1-4).

 Submission of All Things (2:5–8a)
 Psalm 8 - Transition
 Interpretation of Psalm (2:6b-8a)
 For a time made lower than the angels
 The appropriateness of the Son’s suffering (2:10)
 The Son’s brotherhood with the “Sons” (2:11–13)
 The reasons for the incarnation (2:14–15)
 The benefit to us for the incarnation (2:16-18)
 Jesus’s superiority as a human - comparison to Moses (3:1-6)
12/2/2018
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Jesus Exalted Through Humility
Scripture Reading
Hebrews

2:5 thru 10
2:11 thru 18

For it was not to angels that God subjected the
world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has been
testified somewhere,
“What is man, that you are mindful of him,
or the son of man, that you care for him?
7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned him with glory and honor,
8
putting everything in subjection under his feet.”
5

 Paul or Jesus' phrase - "It is written“;
 A Hebrew idiom - subtle statement that
 focus' the hearer on the word being from God
 avoids the focus that the word was "penned" or

written by e.g. David in the Psalm 8
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8 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants,
you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4 what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly
beings and crowned him with glory and honor.
6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,
7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

8 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants,
you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
4 what is man that you are mindful of him,
(Heb 2:6b)
and the son of man that you care for him?
5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the angels
(2:7)
and crowned him with glory and honor.
6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet,
(Heb 2:8a)
7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

8 … Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he
left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not
yet see everything in subjection to him.

9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower
than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the
grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should
make the founder of their salvation perfect through
suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not
ashamed to call them brothers, …
12/2/2018
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8 … Now in putting everything in subjection to him
(Jesus/Man), he (God) left nothing outside his
(Jesus/Man) control. At present, we do not yet see
everything in subjection to him (Jesus/Man).
9 But we see him (Jesus) who for a little while was made
lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory
and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by
the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
10 For it was fitting that he (God), for whom and by
whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory,
should make the founder of their salvation (Jesus)
perfect through suffering. 11 For he (Jesus) who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one
source (father). That is why he (Jesus) is not ashamed
to call them brothers, …
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 The Son Higher Than the Angels (1:5-14)

… “What is man, that you are mindful of
him, or the son of man, that you care for
him?
7 You made him for a little while lower
than the angels; you have crowned him
with glory and honor,
8 putting everything in subjection under
his feet.”
6

Ties to Heb 1:13 (Psalm 110:1) - footstool

 The Son Lower Than the Angels, to suffer for

the sons (2:10-18)

12/2/2018
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 Ancient Judaism held to the belief that angels had been

placed by God over the nations of the world.

 The basis for this belief went back to an interpretation of

Deuteronomy 32:8 (cf. NIV note), which referred to the
boundaries of the nations as set according to the number
of God’s angels.

 Later, in Daniel 10:20–21; 12:1, angels are designated

as the “prince of Persia” and “prince of Greece,” and
Michael is referred to as “the great prince” who watches
over God’s people, Israel.

 As in the New Testament (e.g., Eph. 6:12), some of the

principalities in Daniel are depicted as evil, opposing the will
and work of God (Dan. 10:20–21).3

 Yet angels, whether good or bad, will hold no position of

government in the coming age (see Heb. 2:5–9).
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For it was not to angels that God subjected the
world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has been
testified somewhere …
5

 Subjected:
 Ties to end of Chapter 1 – reference to Psalm 110:1

And to which of the angels has he ever said,
“Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a
footstool for your feet”?
13

 Chapter 1 ends with Christ exalted with His enemies

a footstool for His feet

 Chapter 2 picks up with Psalm 8 placing all things

under Christ’s feet.

12/2/2018

Page 17

Dictionary definition
 The action of subjecting a country or person to

one's control or the fact of being subjected.
 "The country's subjection to European

colonialism“

 "the subjection of aboriginal peoples"
 Synonyms: subjugation, domination, oppression,

mastery, repression, suppression
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 Subjecting
 to arrange under, to subordinate
 to subject, put in subjection
 to subject one's self, obey
 to submit to one's control
 to yield to one's admonition or advice
 to obey, be subject
 To subordinate;
 reflexively, to obey: be under obedience

(obedient), put under, subdue unto, (be, make)
subject (to, unto), be (put) in subjection (to,
under), submit self unto
Page 19

 This is the subjugation of “the world to come” to which

the author refers in 2:5.

 The Greek word translated “subjected” is widely used
 We are to submit to God & His law (1 Cor. 15:28; Rom. 8:7)
 We are to submit to one another (1 Cor. 16:16; Eph. 5:21)
 Wives submit to husbands (Eph. 5:24; 1 Peter 3:1, 5)
 Young submit to the old (1 Peter 5:5)
 slaves submit to masters (Eph. 6:5; Titus 2:9; 1 Peter 2:18)
 Believers submit to governing authorities (Rom. 13:1)

 Submission, that act of yielding to the perspective or

position of another, is a fundamental element of our life
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 Luke 2:51
 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth

and was submissive to them. And his mother
treasured up all these things in her heart.

 Romans 8:7
 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to

God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it
cannot.

 Romans 8:20
 For the creation was subjected to futility, not

willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in
hope

12/2/2018
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 Originally, God created man in His image to subdue the earth and

rule over it (Gen. 1:26-28)
 The Father did not subject “the world to come” (about which
the author has been speaking in 1:13-14) to angels, but to
men (as can be seen in Psalm 8:4-6).

 Man lost that dominion to Satan in the fall
 Satan is now “the ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30;

16:11; also, 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2; 6:12; 1 John 5:19)

 At the cross, Jesus overcame Satan’s power (John 12:31; 16:11)
 The Son became lower than the angels to save sinners, and to

restore them to their original destiny (2:5-18)

 Christ’s victory will be finalized in His 2nd coming & kingdom rule
 At the end of that 1,000-year kingdom,
 Satan will be loosed briefly for one final assault on Christ’s

kingdom, only to be defeated and judged (Rev. 20:7-10).

 After which, in the world to come, we will rule with Christ – subdue

the earth as originally intended
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But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then
comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God
the Father after destroying every rule and every
authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has
put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to
be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in
subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things
are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who
put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things
are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be
subjected to him who put all things in subjection under
him, that God may be all in all.
23
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For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him
who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will
be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For
we know that the whole creation has been groaning
together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in
this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
9
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 “Why are we being hurt by powers placed under the feet of

Christ – Hasn’t God subjected all things to the Son?”

 The author, referring to Psalm 8, answers this question in

the affirmative,

 Heb 1:13 /Psalm 110:1 – “Sit at my right hand until I

make your enemies a footstool for your feet”

 Explain we have yet to see the full impact of his

authority

 This aligns with other NT passages that speak of the

subjugation of all things as a future event

(1 Cor. 15:25–26).

 The Son’s rule is already a reality;
 However, that reality, must be confessed by faith until

we see its full impact at the end of the age
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 (1) All things have already been submitted to Christ at

his exaltation at the right hand of God

 (2) The subjection of all things to Christ, although a

present reality, will not be fully perceptible until the
end of the age

 (3) Christians should focus on both
 Jesus’ example of endurance and
 his present position as regent of the universe,
 These two statements combine to serve as twin

bases for endurance in the midst of our difficulties

12/2/2018

Page 26

But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of
the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might
taste death for everyone.
9

 Transition – David in the Psalm is talking about man
 Psalm also talks about Jesus – Son of God incarnate
 Was made lower than angels (man’s status)

 First time the name “Jesus” appears in Hebrews
 Prior - the author focus was on Jesus as God’s Son
 Taste death
 perceive the flavor of, partake of
 to feel, make trial of, experience
 Jesus experienced death for a short time
12/2/2018
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Hebrews 2:10
For it was fitting that he, for whom and by
whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to
glory, should make the founder of their
salvation perfect through suffering.
10
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For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make
the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.
10

 “He”: refers to God the Father
 Bringing many sons to glory
 Dual meaning

 Direct meaning: “salvation”
 Secondary meaning: salvation is the solution to

man’s dilemma of lost authority and glory, as a
result of the fall



“bringing many sons to glory” is “restoring many sons
to their former, but lost, glory
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For it was fitting that he … should make the founder of
their salvation perfect through suffering.
10

 Founder: author, pioneer, source, captain
 Used 35 times in the Greek OT and 4 times in the NT always of Christ (Acts 3:15; 5:31; Heb 2:10; 12:2)
 Prince, leader, representative head of a family
 “trailblazer,” one who breaks through to new ground

for those who follow him

 The word designates an individual who
 opened the way into a new area for others to follow,

 founded the city in which they dwelt,
 fought its battles and secured the victory, and then
 remained as the leader-ruler-hero of his people
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For it was fitting that he … should make the founder of
their salvation perfect through suffering.
10

 How is it that it can be fitting for the Father to ‘perfect’

or ‘make perfect’ the Son by His incarnation and
resulting sufferings?”

 Better translated – “to completely prepare”
 In order to compete in the Olympics and win a

medal, hopeful contestants must first show
themselves to be worthy athletes.

 they go through a number of “trials,” and having

endured these successfully, they are then qualified
to compete.

 In this sense, our Lord’s incarnation and sufferings

qualified Him for the work He would accomplish on the
cross of Calvary
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Hebrews 2:11-13
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For he who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not
ashamed to call them brothers,12 saying,
11

“I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will sing
your praise.”
13

And again,
“I will put my trust in him.”

And again,

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”
12/2/2018
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For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all
have one source...
11



“He”: The LORD Jesus Christ – the Son

 “Sanctifies
 To purify or to make holy
 Separate from common and dedicate to God
 One source: literally, “all are of one”
 Their buds and their branches will be one piece, all
of it one hammered piece of pure gold (Exodus 25:36)

 From one man he made every nation of the human
race to inhabit the entire earth … (Acts 17:26)
12/2/2018
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… That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers
12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in
the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”
11

 Taken from Psalm 22:22
 Two Actions: First – One of Praise
 In ancient Israel, men cried out to God for help in

times of distress.
 When God delivered them, they would come to
the temple and give praise to Him

 Example: Jonah vowed to offer praise and thanks-

giving to God in the temple if He would save him
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are
you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?
1

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by
night, but I find no rest.
2

But you, O LORD, do not be far off! O you my help, come
quickly to my aid!
19

Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the
power of the dog!
20

Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have
rescued me from the horns of the wild oxen!
21

I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of
the congregation I will praise you:
22
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And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again,
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”
13

 Taken from Isaiah 8

Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching (law)
among my disciples. 17 I will wait for the LORD, who
is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will
hope in him. 18 Behold, I and the children whom
the LORD has given me are signs and portents in
Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount
Zion.
16

 Follows the great messianic prophecy of Isaiah 7

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
shall call his name Immanuel. …
7:14
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 Isaiah 7 & 8 – Judah is under attack from Israel/Aram
 Judah looks for alliances with nations rather than with God
 The LORD had promised his people that he would be with

them in face to the coming Aram/Israel invasion

 Judah (King Ahaz) is given in the prophesy of in Isaiah 7 …

virgin shall conceive … Immanuel
 Judah will stumble over this prophecy (“stumbling
stone”) – but a small remnant will be saved

 Again, Isaiah 8 reaffirms God’s commitment to ensure

Judah would not be over-come by her enemies
 Isaiah receives a son as part of God’s prophecy
 Isaiah affirms his commitment … trust in him

Page 40

And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I
and the children God has given me.”
 Jesus utters these words from the cross
 “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And after he
said this he breathed his last (Luke 23:46).
13

 To what extent did the Son of God identify with men?
 Jesus, like men, put His trust in the Father when facing

suffering and death

 He trusted in the Father to rescue Him out of death, not to

keep Him from death

 We see that our Lord’s incarnation resulted in

 The fulfillment of messianic prophecies
 Set the stage for His saving work on the cross of Calvary
 Produced brothers and sisters – a new family

Page 41

 We see from Isaiah
 In the midst of suffering and trials – Isaiah waited

patiently on the LORD for his salvation
 Salvation from Judah’s enemy’s Israel and Aram
would come in Isaiah’s life time
 the future would bring the Messiah would provide
salvation from mankind’s enemy - death

 The pioneer of our faith can teach us lessons of faith

along the pathways of life’s sufferings

 While Jesus was on the cross, he never lost view of

the blessings of his sufferings
 He put His trust in God
 His suffering produced salvation and a new spiritual
Page 42
family

Hebrews 2:14-15
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Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he
himself likewise partook of the same things, that through
death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who
through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery
14

 Adam and Eve’s sin caused them to died physically
 They also died a spiritual death – one that separated

them from God
 Now, rather than desiring to enjoy fellowship with
Him, they feared God and sought to hide from Him
 this is a bondage which Satan uses to his advantage a fear that keeps men from seeking God
 “Destroy the one …” render him powerless
12/2/2018
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Hebrews 2:16-18
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… but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he
had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service
of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For
because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to
help those who are being tempted.
16

 We’ve been made “higher than angels” because of Jesus
 He sought us out while we were his enemies – took on

human flesh, died and restored our relationship with God
 Propitiation: two part action - appeasing Gods wrath
and reconciling us to God

 We now enjoy God’s affection and blessing
 And because he endured every kind of temptation
 The perfect High Priest – one that can identify and help us
12/2/2018
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1. Fallen man is restored to his former glory and authority
through the incarnation of our Lord (2:5-18).

2. As a result of our Lord’s incarnation, all believers have
become a family (2:11-13).
3. Because of the incarnation, Jesus defeated Satan and his
colleagues, so that we are no longer paralyzed with the
fear of death (2:14-15).
4. Because of the incarnation of our Lord, we have become
Abraham’s seed, and thus are assured that we will enjoy
the blessings God promised to Abraham (2:16).
5. Because of the incarnation, we now have a merciful and
faithful High Priest (2:17-18).
12/2/2018
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Hebrews 3:1-6
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3 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a
heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high
priest of our confession, 2 who was faithful to him who
appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all
God's house. 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of
more glory than Moses—as much more glory as the
builder of a house has more honor than the house
itself. 4 (For every house is built by someone, but the
builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful
in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things
that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful
over God's house as a son. And we are his house, if
indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting
in our hope.
12/2/2018
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… holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling,
consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession
2 who was faithful … just as Moses also was faithful ...
1

 From Chapter 2 - who does the author address
 Fellow believers: holy brothers; share heavenly calling
 Holy because Jesus sanctified them (2:11)
 Jesus called them brothers (2:12)

 Jesus, who bringing many sons to glory (2:10)
 Consider Jesus: take note; to fix one’s eyes upon
 Apostle: a delegate, one sent forth with orders (1:1-2)
 High Priest: entered into the heavenly sanctuary and

intercedes on our behalf (2:17-18)

 Comparison to best: Moses – the most faithful in all of

God’s house (Num 12:7)
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For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than
Moses - as much more glory as the builder of a house has
more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every house is built
by someone, but the builder of all things is God.)
3

 Reference to God’s house (tabernacle) from Numbers 12:7
 Moses built it in strict obedience to God’s divine direction
 Jesus is greater because He is the builder of the house
 Moses was a servant who carried out God’s orders
 Note v4: the “builder of the house” is said to be “God ”
 Author reminds the reader that Jesus, the builder of the

house, is God

 Ties Jesus back to his act of creation (1:2)
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Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant,
… 6 but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And we
are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our
boasting in our hope.
5

Comparison to Moses #2
 Jesus is greater - He is a Son rather than a servant
 Jesus is greater because He is over God’s house while

Moses was a servant in God’s house

 Presides over in heavenly at the right hand of God
 Author reminds us in verse 6 that in one person:

 Jesus is the Son of God
 Jesus is the Christ – that is the Messiah
 Point - some Jews viewed them as separate people
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… And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our
confidence and our boasting in our hope.
6

How to deal with the “if” statement
1.

“If” statements are not restricted to the Book of
Hebrews. The fact is that we find similar statements in
many places in the New Testament

2.

The author assumes the best about his readers. That is to
say, the author assumes that his readers are fellow
believers in Jesus Christ.

3.

The author does not look at the world through rosecolored glasses. He does assume that most of his readers
are believers in Jesus Christ. He does not believe them to
be infallible
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4.

This epistle is written to a church. But it also means that
it is very possible that one or more members of the
church addressed may not be saved. Thus the
qualifications and the “ifs” that we find in the epistles.

5.

The “if texts” are not intended to teach or imply that
salvation is by works. Their faith and trust in Jesus will
not fail under pressure. We are encouraged to draw near
because we are saved, not to work harder in order to be
saved

6.

The “if statements” assume human weaknesses. Only
God knows the hearts of men. Because we cannot know
the hearts of men, we dare not assume all to be saved,
even those who are fairly regular attendees at church
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7.

The purpose of this epistle is not to create doubt, but to
turn our attention to Jesus. Let’s not lose sight of what
the Book of Hebrews is all about. It is an epistle that is
addressed to a church, made up mainly of true believers.
Over time, these believers, like us, can grow cold in their
walk with the Lord, cold in their love for Christ and for
men, much like the saints in Laodicea

8.

The “if passages” are intended to call our attention to our
spiritual condition. And, whether good or bad, the
exhortation is the same
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5:10 6:20
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Jesus the better
sacrifice

Jesus the Great
High Priest

3:74:13

Sanctuaries and
Sacrifices

Entering God's
Rest

2:53:6

High Priest of a
Better Covenant

Jesus - Exalted
through Humility

1:52:4

Jesus A Priest
like Melchizedek

Jesus’ Superiority
to Angels

1:1-4

Warning - Don't
Fall Away

Introduction

Hebrews: Superiority of Jesus

The Life of Faith
5th Warning
Don't Deny
12:25-29

Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and considering a
return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65
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 Near to the Heart of God: A Study of the Book of Hebrews –

Bob Deffinbaugh (Bible.org)

 Hebrews – Steven J Cole (Bible.Org)
 Hebrews - The NIV Application Commentary Book 15 by

George H. Guthrie

 The Bible Knowledge Commentary: John Walvoord, Roy Zuck
 Blue Letter Bible (blueletterbible.org)
 Free Bible Commentary – Hebrews: Dr Bob Utley

(freebiblecommentary.org)

 Walk with the Word (walkwiththeword.org)
 The Bible Project: Tim Mackie / Jon Collins

(thebibleproject.com)

 Ron Lindsay: Jesus - A Priest Like Melchizedek (GCC)
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 Hebrew church was starting to feel the pain of persecution
 To escape, many were returning to their roots as they saw

no difference between Christian and Jewish faith

 The author of Hebrews confronts them - forcing them to realize
 The Old Testament points to Jesus as being the

consummation of all the prophecies concerning the Messiah

 Exhorts his congregation – believers & nonbelievers through

a series of warnings to remain steadfast in their faith

 Everything about Jesus – who he is, and what he provides,

is better than the anything Jewish faith could offer

 Jesus is God, superior to Angels – spoke the greatest, final

message from God – listen to Him

 Jesus is Man – greater than Moses; made human for our

salvation; as such he can relate to us in our temptations

1/27/2019

 Jesus is our Great High Priest – God man, chosen by God
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 Who is Melchizedek – why is he important

 Greater than Abraham
 Greater than Levitical priesthood
 Jesus Priesthood – superior to Levitical

1/27/2019
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Jesus: A Priest Like Melchizedek
Scripture Reading
Hebrews
1/27/2019

7:1 thru 13
7:14 thru 28
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 Everything we know about Melchizedek comes

from Genesis 14, Psalm 110:4, and Hebrews 7
 The first text is historical
 the second is prophetic,
 and the third is theological

 Introduced us to the idea that Jesus is a High Priest

after the order of Melchizedek in Chapter 5

And being made perfect, he became the source
of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being
designated by God a high priest after the order of
Melchizedek.

9
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 Melchizedek is a type of Christ
 V2 King of Righteousness and King of Salem (Peace)
 V3 without a (priestly) genealogy
 V3 Resembling the Son of God – a priest forever
 Melchizedek was greater than Abraham
 Abraham freely offered a tithe of his battle spoils (v4-6)

 Melchizedek blessed Abraham – demonstrating the

inferior is blessed by the superior (v6-7)

 Melchizedek priesthood was greater than Levitical

priesthood
 Levi was descendant of Abraham (v9)
 Melchizedek was superior to Abraham
 Therefore Melchizedek’s priesthood must be greater
than Levitical priesthood (v9)
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 There is something better than the Levitical Priesthood
 Perfection was not attained through the Levitical

priesthood (v11)

 Another priesthood exists after the order of

Melchizedek (v11)

 Change in priesthood requires a change in the law

(covenant) (v12)

 Like Melchizedek, this better priesthood will not come

from the tribe of Levite (order of Aaron)

 A tribe which never served at the altar (v13)
 Jesus – a descendant of Judah – no connection to

priesthood (v14)
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 In the likeness after the order of Melchizedek
 Priest not through genealogy (v16)

 Priest through power of His indestructible life (v16)
 Prophetically referenced in Psalm 110:4b (v17)
 Supplants the Levitical covenant

 Levitical covenant was weak and useless (v18)
 provided a better hope to draw us near God (v19)
 Established by an oath by God (v20-21)

 Prophetically referenced again in Psalm 110:4a
 A priest forever (v21, 23-25)
 A guarantor of a better covenant (v22)

Page 12

 The Law does not effect change in our lives
 The Law was external, not internal, and thus did not supply

the power to meet its demands (Deut. 5:29; 29:4; Ezek.
36:26-27; Rom. 8:3-4)

 the purpose of the Law was not to impart spiritual life, but

rather to reveal our sin (Gal. 3:19-24)

 By itself, the Law did not cause us to draw near to God
 The Law defined and magnify our sinfulness (Gal. 3:19-24;

Rom. 5:20)

 The Law kept worshipers at a distance from God because of

His holiness and their sinfulness (Exod. 19:12-13, 21-24;
Heb. 7:19)

 Man’s heart was sinful and does not naturally seek God

(Gen 3:10, Ps 36:1)

 The Law was based on an inferior priesthood, or mediator, could

not provide complete forgiveness for sins (Heb. 7:11-8:6; 9:9)

1/27/2019
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Jesus’ Priesthood

Levite/Aaronic Priests

Unstained by sin and thus has no need
to offer sacrifices for His sin

Were obligated to offer sacrifices for
their own sins (7:27; see also 5:1-3)

Has a heavenly ministry
(7:26) (7:26)

Had an earthly ministry (7:27-28)

Offered one sacrifice, once for all (7:27)

Offered daily sacrifices
(7:27) (7:27)

Offered Himself as
the sacrifice (7:27)
(7:27)

Offered animal/other sacrifices (7:27)

Appointed by divine oath (7:28)

Appointed on basis
of ancestry (7:28)
(7:28)

Has been made perfect
(7:28) forever (7:28)

Were far from perfect, and could not
lead men to perfection (7:11, 27-28)

 Jesus is superior as our High Priest

because of

 God’s oath (7:20-22, 28)
 His permanence (7:23-24)

 His perpetual petition (7:25)
 His perfect purity (7:26, 28)

 His supreme sacrifice of Himself (7:27)

 8:1-5 The True High Priest and Tabernacle

 The author’s main point (v1-2)
 The true tabernacle (v2-5)
 8:6-8 Contrasts and transition
 8:8-13 – The New Covenant
 Royal proclamation(v8-9)
 Details of God’s covenant (v10-13)
1/27/2019
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High Priest of a Better Covenant
Scripture Reading
Hebrews

8:1 thru 7
8:8 thru 13

1

Now the point in what we are saying is this ….

 The most important point: we have such a High Priest

 In the true seat of power – seated, at right hand
 Royalty – No priest ever sat down, only kings

 In the true location of authority – in heaven
 Ministering in holy places – always present
 Unlike the Levites - entering Holy of Holies once a year

 Literally: in the true sacred tent – not made by man
 A ministry in heaven
 Superior to the earth bound priests, in the true

heavenly tabernacle

 Tabernacle: a place where God was with His people

Page 18

 (v3) Reminder: High Priests are appointed by God
 Their job - to offer gifts and sacrifices
 Thanksgiving and atonement for sin
 Mediate between God and mankind

 He was appointed under oath (Hebrews 7:21, Ps 110:4)
 Jesus had a superior offering

 (v4) On earth, Jesus would not be a priest
 Levitical Priesthood minister under the law
 Jesus would be redundant to Levite priests
 (v5) Priesthood serve in a copy of heavenly sanctuary
 A copy of the tabernacle built by Moses
 Specific directions given by God (Exodus 25:40)
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 (v6) “But” : Jesus’ ministry contrasted to the old
 Ministry much more excellent. Wording indicates:
 Excellent or surpassing
 Different from previous

 A covenant established on better promises
 (v7) Simple logic: announcement of a new covenant

shows something was wrong with the first
 Problems were know (Jeremiah 31, Ezekiel 11, 36, 37 …)

 (v8) “For he finds fault with them …”

 Fault lies with sinfulness of men and in the Old

Covenant’s inability to remove sin
 The Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and
righteous and good” (Rom. 7:12, 16; Galatians 3)
Page 20

8

For he finds fault with them when he says:
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,
when I will establish a new covenant with the house of
Israel and Judah, 9 not like the covenant that I made
with their fathers on the day when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.
For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I
showed no concern for them, declares the Lord

 “Not like the covenant …”: a radically new and

different covenant
 “Establish”: make complete, whole perfect

 “I took them by the hand…”: God had a relationship

with Israel and maintained His part of the covenant

 “I showed no concern …”: God left them alone –

allowed them to do what they desired
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 A covenant is a solemn promise to engage in or refrain

from a specified action or work to a common goal

 Commonly found in religious contexts - defines sacred

agreements between God and man

 Formal alliance or agreement made by God with a

person or with nation

 Defines a relationship that God will have with His

people

 Covenants in the Bible act as the skeletons upon which

the entire redemptive story is built

 Unconditional = unilateral action by God
 The LORD established a covenant based on his Name

 Not dependent on Man’s actions
 Man is only expected to respond in faith
 God would ensure it would be fulfilled

 Abrahamic Covenant established the “line of promise”

 Conditional = bilateral, mutual actions required
 Newest covenant at Mt. Sinai did NOT replace the

older covenant with Abraham

 Mosaic Covenant required Israel’s obedience
Page 23

Mosaic Covenant

(Ex 20:1-31:18)

 A conditional covenant based on Israel’s obedience
 It consisted of the commandments (Ex 20:1-26);
 the judgments (social) - (Ex 21:1; 24:11) and
 the ordinances (religious); (Ex 24:12-31:18);.

New Covenant

(Jer 31; Mt 26; Lk 22; Heb 8)

 The covenant of unconditional blessing based upon the

finished redemption of Christ

 It secures blessing for the church, flowing from the

Abrahamic covenant (Gal 3:13-20), and

 It secures all covenant blessings to converted Israel
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For this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD:
10

I will put my laws into their minds,
and write them on their hearts ,
and I will be their God,

and they shall be my people.
And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor /
brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest.
11

12

For I will be merciful toward their iniquities ,

and I will remember their sins no more.”
Page 26

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the LORD:
10

1.) I will put my laws into their minds,

Made Holy

2.) and (I will) write them on their hearts ,
3.) and I will be their God,

Given A Close
Relationship
With God

Forgiven
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4.) and they shall be my people.
5.) And they shall not teach, his neighbor
/ brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for
they shall all know me, from the least
of them to the greatest.
6.) For I will be merciful toward their
iniquities (lit. evil deeds),
7.) and I will remember their sins no more

1.) The Mosaic covenant, was a law written on stone
tablets (e.g., Exod 32) or in a “scroll” (Deut 31)

This material could be
 Lost (cf. 2 Kgs 22:8),
 Forgotten (Hos 4:6),
 Ignored (Jer 6:19; Amos 4:2), or
 Altered (Jer 8:8).

2.) The repeated fault that Jeremiah found
 Stubborn hearts (3:17; 7:24; 9:14; 11:8; 13:10 …),
 Uncircumcised hearts (4:4; 9:26), and
 Desperately wicked hearts (4:4; 17:9)
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 The new covenant is radically different than the old

covenant that Israel did not keep (8:8-9)

 The new covenant involves God putting His laws into

the minds and hearts of His people (8:10)

 The new covenant involves a close relationship

between God and His people (8:10b)

 “They shall not teach each one … – no need to teach
 All will have a close relationship – God will be our teacher

 The new covenant will mean that every person will

know the LORD (8:11)

 The new covenant will bring complete forgiveness and

atonement of sins (8:12)
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 Write on your hearts – as inscribe on stone
 Covenant Terms - “I will be your God …”
 (v11) They will “Know the LORD” (Know I Am the LORD)
 Experience based relationship – same phrase used in:
 Exodus 7 & 14: Israel and Egypt will know the LORD

due to plagues, and with destruction of Pharaoh’s
army

 Exodus 29: The priesthood, tabernacle, and sacrifices

were His provision so He could dwell among His people
and so that they would know that He was God
Page 31

In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one
obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old
is ready to vanish away.
13

 obsolete – losing its usefulness; wearing out like a

garment

 Emphasizing that the two are not to co-exist; the new

is to replace the old

 Does not mean the law is useless
 It’s part of the new covenant, written on our hearts

 It shows us our sinfulness and need for salvation
 It helps us understand the holiness of God
 But, it was incapable of bringing salvation because of

the weakness and sinfulness of fallen mankind
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Many Christians are ignorant of the great benefits that
they enjoy in Jesus Christ and, as a result, the enemy
takes advantage of them. They end up “paying” for things
that are “covered in the policy”!
They are plagued by guilt, when the policy says, “I will
remember their sins no more.”
They feel alienated from God and His people, whereas the
contract stipulates, “I will be their God, and they shall be
My people.”
They put themselves under many man made rules,
whereas God says, “I will put My laws into their minds, and
I will write them on their hearts.”
So instead of knowing the glorious privileges of being
children of the free woman, they live in slavery as children
of the bondwoman (Gal. 4:30-31).
Page 33
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 While the New Testament is clear on the fact that the

new covenant has now been inaugurated, that is that
blessings belonging to the new covenant are now
being dispensed to all those who believe in Jesus
(whether Jew or Gentile), it is equally clear that new
covenant promises are not yet fully realized.

 The promises in Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Ezekiel describe

a people who have the law written in their hearts, who
walk in the way of the Lord, fully under the control of
the Holy Spirit – this is for a time yet to come

1/27/2019
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 It is clear that all these benefits belong, in fact, to all

the regenerate of every age since the Cross.

 Though the New Covenant is specifically focused on

Israel (i.e., house of Israel, house of Judah), it is clear
that Christians of the present time also stand under
it’s blessings (Luke 22;30, 1 Cor 11:25; 2 Cor 3:6).

 This perception does not lead to an inappropriate

confusion between Israel and the church. The new
covenant is God’s appointed vehicle for fulfilling the
Abrahamic blessings to Israel.

 But the Abrahamic Covenant also promised universal

blessings, so the New Covenant becomes as well God’s
vehicle of salvation for believers since the (time of)
Cross.
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Contour of Hebrew Thought

Different View of Time & History1
God’s word is his revelation to humankind. The Bible is God’s revelation in history, and it is
precisely this point that makes it different from other religious literature. The Hebrew view of
time and history was essentially linear, active, and progressive. In short, it was going
somewhere; it was in route to a goal, the glorious climax at the end of this age. The
consummation of history in the age to come will see nature transformed through the removal of
evil from the earth.
Hebrew is holy or sacred history. For the Hebrew, God is the LORD of history, which is thus the
account of Yahweh “he who is actively present” at work in this world among his people. Time
and history is the story of divine redemption. It is God who pursues humanity in time in each
event of each life.
Hebrews taught the world to sanctify time (Shabbat among other things). They believed that
something sacred was at stake in each event and each life. Hence one must not kill time but
redeem time.
This concept of history brings ultimate meaning and purpose to both personal and global
events. We are not alone. The future is secure. God is alive, at work, and in control.

1

Wilson, Marvin R., Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing,
1989), 135 – 165.

Contour of Hebrew Thought

Filling the Torah1
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore anyone who
sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will
be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you
will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:17-20)
These verses provide crucial insight into Yeshua’s understanding of Torah and its meaning.
Here he is not canceling the Torah; instead he is stating that he came to interpret it correctly.
Romans 10:4 is misinterpreted by many, making Yeshua’s words in Matthew 5 difficult to
understand. Some teach that his use of the word telos, often translated “fulfill”, means that his
life, or perhaps his death, meant the termination or end of the Law, Yet as David Sterns notes,
“An error made by all major English version and by most commentators – and one with profound
anti-Semitic implications even when none are intended – is the rendering of the Greek word
telos as “end” in the sense of termination. Yet telos is used 42 times in in the New Testament,
but only five times (Matt. 3:26; Luke 1:33; 2 Cor. 3:3; Heb. 7:3; 1 Pet. 4:7) is it translated “finish”,
“cessation”, or “termination”. In all other cases (including Romans 10:4), telos is understood as
“outcome”, “result”, or “consummation”.
Moreover, the statement that Yeshua did not come to abolish the Torah is a first-century
rabbinic idiom. To “abolish” the Torah meant to misinterpret it, not cancel it. Second, Yeshua’s
expression, to “complete” Torah meant that he came to teach it correctly. David Friedman
reinforces this: “Yeshua is here stating that it is not his intention to teach the Torah incorrectly,
but quite the opposite, to affirm its fullness and truth by teaching all of it in a way that is true to
its intended “meaning” (Friedamn, “Jewish Idioms in the New Testament”).
In defense of this idiomatic usage in Matthew 5:17-20, Shabbat 116b states. “I have come not to
take from the Torah of Moses, but on the contrary; I have come to add to it.” Yeshua’s intent by
reinforcing a correct understanding of Torah was to establish Torah’s full and intended meaning
so that the disciples would know how to follow God.

1

The Complete Jewish Study Bible, (Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers, 2016), 1391.

Contour of Hebrew Thought

Tzitziyot (Fringes) and Healing1
Matthew 9:20-21 indicates that it was specifically the hem of Yeshua’s garment that the woman
touched, which is an important detail from a Hebraic viewpoint. The English word for hem, used
in many scripture translations, refers to the Greek word kraspedon, meaning “a tassel of twisted
wool”. The women was, in fact, reaching for the tassels (tzitziyot) on the four corners of
Yeshua’s garment (Num. 15:37-41; Deut 22:12). These tassels, or knotted fringes, were
instituted by Adonai when he told Moses to instruct the people of Israel to put them on every
garment they wore and to continue to do so through every generation. The tzitziyot are
intended to remind the people of God’s commandments.
In Numbers 15:38, the word translated “border” or “corner” is the Hebrew word kanaph, which
can also be translated “wings”, as it is seventy-six times in the biblical text. The same work
used in Malachi 4:2 is translated “wings”. For this reason, the corners of the prayer shall are
often called “wings”. Hanging from the end of each corner as a tzitzit (finge) in obedience to the
biblical command.
During the first century there were several traditions associated with the tzitzit concerning the
Messiah. One of these knotted fringes possessed healing powers. Another suggested that the
tzitzit served as a sort of talisman or amulet. Both of these traditions may have had their roots
in the prophecy of Malachi 3:20 (4:2), where the Messiah is said to be coming “with healing in
his wings”. Certainly the woman with the hemorrhage knew of these traditions, which might
explain why she sought to touch the corner (the wings) of Yeshua’s prayer garment. When one
realizes the significance of this concept to the first century Hebraic mind, it becomes clear when
this woman was instantly healed. She was expressing her faith in Yeshua as the son of
righteousness with healing in his wings and declaring her faith in God’s prophetic Word.
The touching of the tzitzit suggests an unspoken request for Yeshua to “remember” (Num.
15:39-41) and to intervene for her. He says to her, “Your faith (trust) has healed you”, referring
in her trust in Yeshua, the miracle working Messiah. It was her trust or faith in him, not the
fringes that healed her.

1

The Complete Jewish Study Bible, (Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers, 2016), 1400.

Contour of Hebrew Thought

Religion as a Way of Life1
Religion is sometimes seen as a system of ethics, a code of conduct, an ideology, or a creed.
For the Jewish people though, they understood their daily life of faith in terms of a journey or
pilgrimage. The Jewish religion was synonymous to the way in which they chose to walk. If a
person knows God, he is daily at God’s disposal and walks in close fellowship with him, along
the road of life. Those who act justly and love mercy, and walk humbly with God please him
(Micah 6:8).
For the Jewish people, the essence of religion is relationship. It is walking with God in his path
of wisdom and righteousness and in this way of service to others.
Everyone chooses their road for the journey. The way of life or the way of death. The Way of
Life: loving both God and one’s neighbor.
Life for the Jew took on twofold elements in relationship with God. First was halalhah (walking,
proceeding, going), which was living out the religious laws and regulations to follow on the road
of life. The halalhah provided the path from the start to the end of one’s journey. Second was
teshubah (repent, turn around, go back), which was what one did when one errs from God’s
ways and must “return”.
Religion as a way of life at is core was based on the centrality of Scripture, God’s Word, in the
midst of Jewish life. Jewish believers would know the Tanak thoroughly as a result of studying
is through their life.

1

Wilson, Marvin R., Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing,
1989), 135 – 165.

Contour of Hebrew Thought

Shabbat: Last in Creation, First in Time1

1

Pryor, Dwight A., A Continuing Quest: the Dwight Pryor A. Pryor Legacy Collection, (Dayton: The Center for Judaic‐
Christian Studies, 2011), 117‐119.

Contour of Hebrew Thought

Shabbat: Time with God1

1



Sabbath is not for the sake of the weekdays; the weekdays are for the sake of Sabbath.
It is not an interlude but the climax of living.



In creating the seventh day, God created a palace in time. The love of the Sabbath is
the love of man for what he and God have in common. Our keeping the Sabbath is a
paraphrase of His sanctification of the seventh day.



The love of the Sabbath: The Jewish contribution to the idea of love is the conception of
love of Sabbath, the love of a day, of spirit in the form of day. What is so luminous about
the day? It is because the seventh day is a mine where spirit’s precious metal can be
found with which to construct a palace in time, a dimension in which the human is at
home with the divine; a dimension in which man aspire to approach the likeness of the
divine.



Labor is a craft, but perfect rest is an art.



The likeness of God can be found in time, which is eternity in disguise.



The glorifications for the day, the insistence on strict observance, did not however, lead
the rabbis to the deifications of the law. “The Sabbath is given unto you, not you unto the
Sabbath.” (Mekilta to 31:13) The ancient rabbis knew that excessive piety may endanger
the fulfillment of the essence of the law. (Genesis rabba 19,3) “There is nothing more
important, according to the Torah, than to preserve human life…Even where there is the
slightest possibility that a life may be at stake one may disregard every prohibition of the
law.” (except the prohibition of idolatry adultery and murder) One must sacrifice mitzvoth
for the sake of man rather than sacrifice man “for the sake of Mitzvot.” The purpose of
Torah is “to bring life to Israel, in this world and in the world to come.” (Otzar ha-Geonim,
Yoma 30,32)



It must always be remembered that a Sabbath is not an occasion for diversion or
frivolity; not a day to shoot fireworks or to turn somersaults, but an opportunity to mend
our tattered lives; to collect rather than to dissipate time.



Two things the people of Rome anxiously desired – bread and circus games alone. But
man does not live by bread and circus games alone.

Heschel, Abraham Joshua, The Sabbath, (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005), 12‐24.



The Sabbath is the most precious present mankind has received from the treasure
house of God.



What is created on the seventh day? Tranquility, serenity, peace, repose (menuha)



The Sabbath teaches all beings whom to praise.

Dale Burns
Ron Lindsay
Charles Dougherty
Nov. 18 – Feb. 24 ‘19
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Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and
considering a return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65

 In Hebrews 1, we learned that the

Son – Jesus Christ – is

 God’s full and final revelation to

man.
 He is vastly superior to every
created thing because He is the
Creator, and as such,
 He is vastly higher than the angels.

In Hebrews 2:1-4, we are to pay very careful
attention to what God has revealed to us
through Him:
 Therefore we must pay closer attention to

what we have heard, so that we do not drift
away.
 For if the message spoken through angels
proved to be so firm that every violation or
disobedience received its just penalty,
 how will we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation? It was first communicated
through the Lord and was confirmed to us
by those who heard him,

 while God confirmed their witness with

signs and wonders and various miracles
and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will (Hebrews 2:1-4).

 He did this in order to qualify

Himself to “taste death for
everyone,” thereby becoming a
Savior and a faithful and merciful
High Priest to all who believe.
 In so doing, He accomplishes
redemption for fallen man and
restoration to His original glory and
honor, as God had created them.

 The Lord Jesus Christ – is greater than

Moses,
 Moses was faithful “in all God’s
house” (3:2), while the Lord Jesus was
faithful “over God’s house” (3:6).
 Moses was faithful as a part of the
house (3:2-3), while Jesus was faithful
as the builder of the house (3:3).
 Moses was faithful as
a “servant” (3:5); Jesus was faithful as
a “Son” (3:6).

 And this is where we come to

today…
 Hebrews 3:6b to Hebrews 4:13

 Lets pray and read today’s

passage

 "Whose house we are, if we

hold fast our confidence and
the boast of our hope firm
until the end."

 This "if" is serious. We are his

household—we are God's people,
we are God's possession and
inheritance, that is, we are
saved—if?
 What does this mean?

 Arminianism: This view suggests

that it is possible to lose our faith
after we have once become the
habitation of the Most High. This
view says: “we can enter the house
of God, become part of it, that
Christ can come to dwell in our
hearts, we can be the tabernacle of
the Most High, and then, later on,
because we fail to lay hold of all that
God gives us and we sin, we lose all
we have gained, Christ leaves us
and we lose our salvation.”

 BUT: in John 10:28, Jesus said: "My

sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me, and I
give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish." Why? "Because no
one is able to take them out of my
Father's hand," he says. "My Father,
who has given them to me, is
greater than all, and no one is able
to snatch them out of the Father's
hand," (John 10:29 RSV)

 Romans 8, Verse 35, asks, "Who

shall separate us from the love of
Christ?" Paul goes on to list all
the possibilities, then he
declares, "No in all these things
we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us,"
(Romans 8:37 RSV).

 From Reformed theology: saving

faith is God’s gift, imparted to us
when He saves us. Salvation
originates with God and depends
totally on His purpose and power.
Since He promises to complete what
He began to the praise of His
glorious grace, all of God’s elect will
persevere in faith unto eternal life.

 This view, holds that there is such a

thing as false faith.
 But saving faith, perseveres
 Persevering faith is not effortless or
automatic. God elects all whom He
saves, but the elect are responsible
to repent of their sins and believe in
Jesus Christ. We are exhorted to
persevere in faith.
 If there is no manifest signs of new
life, nothing happens to the
behavior, we have simply been selfdeceived.

 A Condition for Being, not Becoming
 Verse 6 does not say: you will become God's
house if you hold fast to your hope.
 It says, "We are God's house" if we hold fast to
confidence and hope.
 Hebrews 3:6 teaches that "if we hold fast our

confidence and the boast of our hope firm to the
end, we show that we are God's house." This is
what defines the household of God: God's people
hope in God. God's people are confident in God.
They hold fast to God as their boast. That's the
human trait and evidence of belonging God's
household

 It is not conditional but rather evidence for..

 jump to verse 14 : we have an "if" statement

much like verse 6: "We have become
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the
beginning of our assurance firm until the
end."
 notice the wording carefully here in verse 14
 the effect of the condition relates to the past:
"We have become partakers of Christ." So it's
clear that the point here is not: hold fast to
your assurance in order to become in the
future a partaker of Christ. The point is: hold
fast to your assurance in order to show
(prove, evidence, demonstrate) that you are a
partaker of Christ.

 What conclusion should we draw if we

do not hold fast our assurance ?
 I believe the answer is: Then we have
not become partakers of Christ. It
would be wrong to say, "If we do not
hold fast our assurance, then even
though we were once partakers of
Christ, nevertheless now we lose our
part in Christ.”
 Not holding fast to our assurance does
not make us lose our salvation; it
shows that we were not truly saved.


 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if

indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. Now if anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, this person does not belong to
him (Romans 8:9,).

 And if children, then heirs (namely, heirs of God and also

fellow heirs with Christ) – if indeed we suffer with him so
we may also be glorified with him (Romans 8:17,).

 Notice therefore the kindness and harshness of God –

harshness toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness
toward you, provided you continue in his kindness;
otherwise you also will be cut off (Romans 11:22,).

 Put yourselves to the test to see if you are in the faith;

examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize regarding
yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you – unless, indeed,
you fail the test! (2 Corinthians 13:5,)

 22 But now he has reconciled you by his physical body

through death to present you holy, without blemish, and
blameless before him – 23 if indeed you remain in the
faith, established and firm, without shifting from the
hope of the gospel that you heard. This gospel has also
been preached in all creation under heaven, and I, Paul,
have become its servant (Colossians 1:22-23,).

 Now by this we know that we have come to know God: if

we keep his commandments (1 John 2:3,).

 The “if texts” are not intended to teach or

imply that salvation is by works. those who are
truly saved are those who will also persevere to
the end. We are encouraged to draw near
because we are saved, not to work harder in
order to be saved.
 The purpose of this epistle is not to create
doubt, but to turn our attention to Jesus. Let’s
not lose sight of what the Book of Hebrews is
all about. It is an epistle that is addressed to a
church, made up mainly of true believers. Over
time, these believers, like us, can grow cold in
their walk with the Lord, cold in their love for
Christ and for men, much like the saints in
Laodicea: (Revelation 3:14-22).

 Lets look at the rest of the

passage,
 What is the one thing that stands
out the most in this passage…
the central theme?
 What other ideas, concepts or
themes do you see that relate to
our “central idea”?

 How does this “Hardness of

heart” compare to drifting?
 (Attitude)
 (consequences)
 (other)

 In Hebrew:( qashah) to be dense, i.e.

tough or severe, later… stiff necked, the
root from which we get the word
qasheh, meaning churlish, hard hearted,
obstinate, stubborn

 Greek: (skleruno) to indurate, (to make

hard, to make callous, stubborn or
unfeeling), i.e. render stubborn

 Greek: (kardia) the heart i.e. the

thoughts or feelings (mind)

 Psalm 95, in its entirety was the call to

worship in the Jewish synagogues.
 the psalm divides into two distinct
portions (verses 1-7a, and 7b-11).
 The author of Hebrews cites only the
second half of the psalm.
 The first half of the psalm is a call to
assemble and to worship God. One
of the prominent themes of this
worship is the greatness of God as
evident in His creation

 The second half of the psalm, is a word of

warning, based upon Israel’s failures in the
wilderness over a period of forty years.
 It is a call to pay attention to God’s voice
(7b), which is also the exhortation of the
author of Hebrews (see 2:1-4; 3:7; 4:1213, etc.).
 Israel’s failure originated from the unbelief
of hardened hearts, which was then
manifested in rebellion and disobedience
(verse 8-10).
 Israel’s unbelief and disobedience resulted
in their failure to enter into God’s rest
(verse 11).

 Take note of the corporate

dimensions of this text
 We are responsible for one
another

 Possible scenario: attraction – sin

– unrepentance (not releasing
the sin) – wayward heart
becomes harder and harder –
more deceived by sin –
rationalization of sin – continue
in sin – disobedience seems
logical, even compelling –
forsake the living God – apostasy

 A great sin to avoid
 A great service to practice
 A great salvation to hold fast to

 TO AVOID THIS TERRIBLE SIN, WE

MUST SEE HOW EVIL UNBELIEF
REALLY IS.
 UNBELIEF IS THE WORST OF ALL SINS,
BECAUSE IT IS THE ROOT OF ALL SINS.
 UNBELIEF IS A SIN THAT HARDENS THE
HEART
 UNBELIEF IS A PERSISTENT THREAT TO
ALL OF GOD’S PEOPLE
 UNBELIEF, LIKE ALL SIN, DECEIVES US
 UNBELIEF IS INSEPARABLE FROM
DISOBEDIENCE

 “Take care, brethren” (3:12)! “Look out!

Be on guard!” It does not require
carefulness to go to hell, but it does
require great carefulness to go to heaven.
 You must strive to enter at the narrow
gate of heaven (Luke 13:24)
 True believers examine their hearts often
to make sure that they are in the faith (2
Cor. 13:5). They take care that their
hearts do not become evil and unbelieving,
so that they do not fall away from the
living God.

 “But encourage one another day

after day, …”
 The verb can also mean to exhort.
 The root word has the idea of
coming alongside someone to give
aid.
 It is used as a name for the Holy
Spirit (John 14:16, 26, “Helper”).

 Encouragement is a service for

every member of the body
 Encouragement is a service that
is needed daily because the
enemy attacks Daily
 Encouragement is service that is
needed because of the
deceitfulness of sin

 “For we have become partakers

of Christ, if we hold fast the
beginning of our assurance firm
until the end.”
 Salvation unites us to Christ

 To persevere in faith, there is

a great sin to avoid, a great
service to practice, and a
great salvation to hold fast
to.

 The readers are to see that their

situation parallels exactly that of
Israel in the wilderness
 First, those who heard and rebelled

were those who came out of Egypt
under the leadership of Moses. Moses
was) revered, and yet he failed.
 This adds weight to the author’s
earlier emphasis on the superiority of
Christ to Moses.

 Second they call attention to the fact

that those whom God was angry with
for forty years were also those who
never left the desert.
 God kept His promises made through
Moses .
 He also kept His word with regard to
the consequences Israel must face
for their persistent rebellion.
 He keeps His word, for blessing and
for discipline.
 Professing believers who persist in
sin should expect God’s anger, not
His rest.

 Third, those who failed to enter

God’s promised rest were those who
disobeyed.
 Disobedience to God’s commands
is rebellion, and rebellion brings
discipline.
 Those who incurred God’s
judgment in the wilderness were
not only unbelieving; they were
disobedient.
 You cannot separate the two.

 The consequence of unbelief is

failure to enter into
God’s “rest” (Psalm
95:11; Hebrews 3:11,18).
 Unbelief renders us not
only unwilling, but also unable to
appropriate God’s blessings.
 Either faith opens the blessings of
God’s eternal rest to you, or unbelief
bars you from them.

 What is it? What do you think it

means here?

 The word “rest” occurs 10 times

in chapters 3 and 4 (and
nowhere else in the book).

 we cannot conclude that failure to enter

God’s “rest” is synonymous with failure to
get to heaven.

 An entire generation of Israelites (minus Joshua

and Caleb) failed to enter Canaan, and thus failed
to enter God’s “rest.”
 Moses and Aaron failed to enter the land, but we
can be confident that they did go to heaven.
 The next generation, under Joshua, did enter the
land, but we would be hard pressed to say that
they were all going to heaven. Surely there were
unbelievers among them.
 In the psalmist’s day, he was still warning about
failing to enter God’s “rest,” and yet his
generation was in the land.

 There is the “rest” of entering the

land of Canaan, which the first
generation of Israelites failed to attain,
namely entrance into the Promised
Land and rest from its enemies
(Hebrews 3:11).
 there is the “rest” which is available
for the readers of Psalm 95. This must
be a different rest because the readers
are now dwelling in the Promised
Land, and “rest” is still being offered

 There is also “God’s rest”.

That rest was not
merely the rest of possessing the Promised
Land, but a great rest, a “sabbath rest.”
 a “rest” that is available to us “today.”
 surely a “salvation rest,” a resting from our
works in an effort to earn God’s favor,
 there is the eternal rest which all Christians
will experience.
 a “sanctification rest,” a rest from striving as
Christians in the power of the flesh, in a futile
effort to attain godliness
 the psalmist spoke of a rest that was still
available, a greater rest. And that rest was
God’s “Sabbath rest,” a rest still available, a
rest of ceasing from futile works in an effort
to earn God’s favor.

 1. God’s Word is powerful to

expose our sin (4:12).
 A. GOD’S WORD IS LIVING.
 1). GOD’S WORD IMPARTS

NEW LIFE TO DEAD SINNERS.
 2). GOD’S WORD IMPARTS
RENEWED LIFE TO HIS
SAINTS.

 B. GOD’S WORD IS ACTIVE.

 C. GOD’S WORD IS SHARP AND

PIERCING.
 D. GOD’S WORD IS AN
AUTHORITATIVE JUDGE OF
THE THOUGHTS AND
INTENTIONS OF THE HEART.
2. God Himself sees everything,
including our deepest thoughts
and motives (4:13).

 3. Since we all will give

account to God, we must be
diligent to have our hearts
right before Him.
 five practical action steps:

 (1) Treasure God’s Word above

all worldly counsel!
 (2) Read, study, memorize, and
meditate on God’s Word

 (3) Apply, trust, and obey God’s

Word
 (4) Live with your heart exposed
to God’s Word
 (5) Drink in all of the biblical
preaching you can absorb
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 In Hebrews 1, we learned that the

Son – Jesus Christ – is

 God’s full and final revelation to

man.
 He is vastly superior to every
created thing because He is the
Creator, and as such,
 He is vastly higher than the angels.

In Hebrews 2:1-4, we are to pay very careful
attention to what God has revealed to us
through Him:
 Therefore we must pay closer attention to

what we have heard, so that we do not drift
away.
 For if the message spoken through angels
proved to be so firm that every violation or
disobedience received its just penalty,
 how will we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation? It was first communicated
through the Lord and was confirmed to us
by those who heard him,

 while God confirmed their witness with

signs and wonders and various miracles
and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will (Hebrews 2:1-4).

 He did this in order to qualify

Himself to “taste death for
everyone,” thereby becoming a
Savior and a faithful and merciful
High Priest to all who believe.
 In so doing, He accomplishes
redemption for fallen man and
restoration to His original glory and
honor, as God had created them.

 The Lord Jesus Christ – is greater than

Moses,
 Moses was faithful “in all God’s
house” (3:2), while the Lord Jesus was
faithful “over God’s house” (3:6).
 Moses was faithful as a part of the
house (3:2-3), while Jesus was faithful
as the builder of the house (3:3).
 Moses was faithful as
a “servant” (3:5); Jesus was faithful as
a “Son” (3:6).

 And this is where we come to

today…
 Hebrews 3:6b to Hebrews 4:13

 Lets pray and read today’s

passage

 "Whose house we are, if we

hold fast our confidence and
the boast of our hope firm
until the end."

 This "if" is serious. We are his

household—we are God's people,
we are God's possession and
inheritance, that is, we are
saved—if?
 What does this mean?

 Arminianism: This view suggests

that it is possible to lose our faith
after we have once become the
habitation of the Most High. This
view says: “we can enter the house
of God, become part of it, that
Christ can come to dwell in our
hearts, we can be the tabernacle of
the Most High, and then, later on,
because we fail to lay hold of all that
God gives us and we sin, we lose all
we have gained, Christ leaves us
and we lose our salvation.”

 BUT: in John 10:28, Jesus said: "My

sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me, and I
give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish." Why? "Because no
one is able to take them out of my
Father's hand," he says. "My Father,
who has given them to me, is
greater than all, and no one is able
to snatch them out of the Father's
hand," (John 10:29 RSV)

 Romans 8, Verse 35, asks, "Who

shall separate us from the love of
Christ?" Paul goes on to list all
the possibilities, then he
declares, "No in all these things
we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us,"
(Romans 8:37 RSV).

 From Reformed theology: saving

faith is God’s gift, imparted to us
when He saves us. Salvation
originates with God and depends
totally on His purpose and power.
Since He promises to complete what
He began to the praise of His
glorious grace, all of God’s elect will
persevere in faith unto eternal life.

 This view, holds that there is such a

thing as false faith.
 But saving faith, perseveres
 Persevering faith is not effortless or
automatic. God elects all whom He
saves, but the elect are responsible
to repent of their sins and believe in
Jesus Christ. We are exhorted to
persevere in faith.
 If there is no manifest signs of new
life, nothing happens to the
behavior, we have simply been selfdeceived.

 A Condition for Being, not Becoming
 Verse 6 does not say: you will become God's
house if you hold fast to your hope.
 It says, "We are God's house" if we hold fast to
confidence and hope.
 Hebrews 3:6 teaches that "if we hold fast our

confidence and the boast of our hope firm to the
end, we show that we are God's house." This is
what defines the household of God: God's people
hope in God. God's people are confident in God.
They hold fast to God as their boast. That's the
human trait and evidence of belonging God's
household

 It is not conditional but rather evidence for..

 jump to verse 14 : we have an "if" statement

much like verse 6: "We have become
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the
beginning of our assurance firm until the
end."
 notice the wording carefully here in verse 14
 the effect of the condition relates to the past:
"We have become partakers of Christ." So it's
clear that the point here is not: hold fast to
your assurance in order to become in the
future a partaker of Christ. The point is: hold
fast to your assurance in order to show
(prove, evidence, demonstrate) that you are a
partaker of Christ.

 What conclusion should we draw if we

do not hold fast our assurance ?
 I believe the answer is: Then we have
not become partakers of Christ. It
would be wrong to say, "If we do not
hold fast our assurance, then even
though we were once partakers of
Christ, nevertheless now we lose our
part in Christ.”
 Not holding fast to our assurance does
not make us lose our salvation; it
shows that we were not truly saved.


 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if

indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. Now if anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, this person does not belong to
him (Romans 8:9,).

 And if children, then heirs (namely, heirs of God and also

fellow heirs with Christ) – if indeed we suffer with him so
we may also be glorified with him (Romans 8:17,).

 Notice therefore the kindness and harshness of God –

harshness toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness
toward you, provided you continue in his kindness;
otherwise you also will be cut off (Romans 11:22,).

 Put yourselves to the test to see if you are in the faith;

examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize regarding
yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you – unless, indeed,
you fail the test! (2 Corinthians 13:5,)

 22 But now he has reconciled you by his physical body

through death to present you holy, without blemish, and
blameless before him – 23 if indeed you remain in the
faith, established and firm, without shifting from the
hope of the gospel that you heard. This gospel has also
been preached in all creation under heaven, and I, Paul,
have become its servant (Colossians 1:22-23,).

 Now by this we know that we have come to know God: if

we keep his commandments (1 John 2:3,).

 The “if texts” are not intended to teach or

imply that salvation is by works. those who are
truly saved are those who will also persevere to
the end. We are encouraged to draw near
because we are saved, not to work harder in
order to be saved.
 The purpose of this epistle is not to create
doubt, but to turn our attention to Jesus. Let’s
not lose sight of what the Book of Hebrews is
all about. It is an epistle that is addressed to a
church, made up mainly of true believers. Over
time, these believers, like us, can grow cold in
their walk with the Lord, cold in their love for
Christ and for men, much like the saints in
Laodicea: (Revelation 3:14-22).

 Lets look at the rest of the

passage,
 What is the one thing that stands
out the most in this passage…
the central theme?
 What other ideas, concepts or
themes do you see that relate to
our “central idea”?

 How does this “Hardness of

heart” compare to drifting?
 (Attitude)
 (consequences)
 (other)

 In Hebrew:( qashah) to be dense, i.e.

tough or severe, later… stiff necked, the
root from which we get the word
qasheh, meaning churlish, hard hearted,
obstinate, stubborn

 Greek: (skleruno) to indurate, (to make

hard, to make callous, stubborn or
unfeeling), i.e. render stubborn

 Greek: (kardia) the heart i.e. the

thoughts or feelings (mind)

 Psalm 95, in its entirety was the call to

worship in the Jewish synagogues.
 the psalm divides into two distinct
portions (verses 1-7a, and 7b-11).
 The author of Hebrews cites only the
second half of the psalm.
 The first half of the psalm is a call to
assemble and to worship God. One
of the prominent themes of this
worship is the greatness of God as
evident in His creation

 The second half of the psalm, is a word of

warning, based upon Israel’s failures in the
wilderness over a period of forty years.
 It is a call to pay attention to God’s voice
(7b), which is also the exhortation of the
author of Hebrews (see 2:1-4; 3:7; 4:1213, etc.).
 Israel’s failure originated from the unbelief
of hardened hearts, which was then
manifested in rebellion and disobedience
(verse 8-10).
 Israel’s unbelief and disobedience resulted
in their failure to enter into God’s rest
(verse 11).

 Take note of the corporate

dimensions of this text
 We are responsible for one
another

 Possible scenario: attraction – sin

– unrepentance (not releasing
the sin) – wayward heart
becomes harder and harder –
more deceived by sin –
rationalization of sin – continue
in sin – disobedience seems
logical, even compelling –
forsake the living God – apostasy

 A great sin to avoid
 A great service to practice
 A great salvation to hold fast to

 TO AVOID THIS TERRIBLE SIN, WE

MUST SEE HOW EVIL UNBELIEF
REALLY IS.
 UNBELIEF IS THE WORST OF ALL SINS,
BECAUSE IT IS THE ROOT OF ALL SINS.
 UNBELIEF IS A SIN THAT HARDENS THE
HEART
 UNBELIEF IS A PERSISTENT THREAT TO
ALL OF GOD’S PEOPLE
 UNBELIEF, LIKE ALL SIN, DECEIVES US
 UNBELIEF IS INSEPARABLE FROM
DISOBEDIENCE

 “Take care, brethren” (3:12)! “Look out!

Be on guard!” It does not require
carefulness to go to hell, but it does
require great carefulness to go to heaven.
 You must strive to enter at the narrow
gate of heaven (Luke 13:24)
 True believers examine their hearts often
to make sure that they are in the faith (2
Cor. 13:5). They take care that their
hearts do not become evil and unbelieving,
so that they do not fall away from the
living God.

 “But encourage one another day

after day, …”
 The verb can also mean to exhort.
 The root word has the idea of
coming alongside someone to give
aid.
 It is used as a name for the Holy
Spirit (John 14:16, 26, “Helper”).

 Encouragement is a service for

every member of the body
 Encouragement is a service that
is needed daily because the
enemy attacks Daily
 Encouragement is service that is
needed because of the
deceitfulness of sin

 “For we have become partakers

of Christ, if we hold fast the
beginning of our assurance firm
until the end.”
 Salvation unites us to Christ

 To persevere in faith, there is

a great sin to avoid, a great
service to practice, and a
great salvation to hold fast
to.

 The readers are to see that their

situation parallels exactly that of
Israel in the wilderness
 First, those who heard and rebelled

were those who came out of Egypt
under the leadership of Moses. Moses
was) revered, and yet he failed.
 This adds weight to the author’s
earlier emphasis on the superiority of
Christ to Moses.

 Second they call attention to the fact

that those whom God was angry with
for forty years were also those who
never left the desert.
 God kept His promises made through
Moses .
 He also kept His word with regard to
the consequences Israel must face
for their persistent rebellion.
 He keeps His word, for blessing and
for discipline.
 Professing believers who persist in
sin should expect God’s anger, not
His rest.

 Third, those who failed to enter

God’s promised rest were those who
disobeyed.
 Disobedience to God’s commands
is rebellion, and rebellion brings
discipline.
 Those who incurred God’s
judgment in the wilderness were
not only unbelieving; they were
disobedient.
 You cannot separate the two.

 The consequence of unbelief is

failure to enter into
God’s “rest” (Psalm
95:11; Hebrews 3:11,18).
 Unbelief renders us not
only unwilling, but also unable to
appropriate God’s blessings.
 Either faith opens the blessings of
God’s eternal rest to you, or unbelief
bars you from them.

 What is it? What do you think it

means here?

 The word “rest” occurs 10 times

in chapters 3 and 4 (and
nowhere else in the book).

 we cannot conclude that failure to enter

God’s “rest” is synonymous with failure to
get to heaven.

 An entire generation of Israelites (minus Joshua

and Caleb) failed to enter Canaan, and thus failed
to enter God’s “rest.”
 Moses and Aaron failed to enter the land, but we
can be confident that they did go to heaven.
 The next generation, under Joshua, did enter the
land, but we would be hard pressed to say that
they were all going to heaven. Surely there were
unbelievers among them.
 In the psalmist’s day, he was still warning about
failing to enter God’s “rest,” and yet his
generation was in the land.

 There is the “rest” of entering the

land of Canaan, which the first
generation of Israelites failed to attain,
namely entrance into the Promised
Land and rest from its enemies
(Hebrews 3:11).
 there is the “rest” which is available
for the readers of Psalm 95. This must
be a different rest because the readers
are now dwelling in the Promised
Land, and “rest” is still being offered

 There is also “God’s rest”.

That rest was not
merely the rest of possessing the Promised
Land, but a great rest, a “sabbath rest.”
 a “rest” that is available to us “today.”
 surely a “salvation rest,” a resting from our
works in an effort to earn God’s favor,
 there is the eternal rest which all Christians
will experience.
 a “sanctification rest,” a rest from striving as
Christians in the power of the flesh, in a futile
effort to attain godliness
 the psalmist spoke of a rest that was still
available, a greater rest. And that rest was
God’s “Sabbath rest,” a rest still available, a
rest of ceasing from futile works in an effort
to earn God’s favor.

 1. God’s Word is powerful to

expose our sin (4:12).
 A. GOD’S WORD IS LIVING.
 1). GOD’S WORD IMPARTS

NEW LIFE TO DEAD SINNERS.
 2). GOD’S WORD IMPARTS
RENEWED LIFE TO HIS
SAINTS.

 B. GOD’S WORD IS ACTIVE.

 C. GOD’S WORD IS SHARP AND

PIERCING.
 D. GOD’S WORD IS AN
AUTHORITATIVE JUDGE OF
THE THOUGHTS AND
INTENTIONS OF THE HEART.
2. God Himself sees everything,
including our deepest thoughts
and motives (4:13).

 3. Since we all will give

account to God, we must be
diligent to have our hearts
right before Him.
 five practical action steps:

 (1) Treasure God’s Word above

all worldly counsel!
 (2) Read, study, memorize, and
meditate on God’s Word

 (3) Apply, trust, and obey God’s

Word
 (4) Live with your heart exposed
to God’s Word
 (5) Drink in all of the biblical
preaching you can absorb

Dale Burns
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Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and
considering a return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65

 In Hebrews 1, we learned that the

Son – Jesus Christ – is

 God’s full and final revelation to

man.
 He is vastly superior to every
created thing because He is the
Creator, and as such,
 He is vastly higher than the angels.

In Hebrews 2:1-4, we are to pay very careful
attention to what God has revealed to us
through Him:
 Therefore we must pay closer attention to

what we have heard, so that we do not drift
away.
 For if the message spoken through angels
proved to be so firm that every violation or
disobedience received its just penalty,
 how will we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation? It was first communicated
through the Lord and was confirmed to us
by those who heard him,

 while God confirmed their witness with

signs and wonders and various miracles
and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will (Hebrews 2:1-4).

 He did this in order to qualify

Himself to “taste death for
everyone,” thereby becoming a
Savior and a faithful and merciful
High Priest to all who believe.
 In so doing, He accomplishes
redemption for fallen man and
restoration to His original glory and
honor, as God had created them.

 The Lord Jesus Christ – is greater than

Moses,
 Moses was faithful “in all God’s
house” (3:2), while the Lord Jesus was
faithful “over God’s house” (3:6).
 Moses was faithful as a part of the
house (3:2-3), while Jesus was faithful
as the builder of the house (3:3).
 Moses was faithful as
a “servant” (3:5); Jesus was faithful as
a “Son” (3:6).

 “we are the House of God if” is a

condition of Being, not Becoming
 That if we do not hold fast our
assurance then we have not
become partakers of Christ.

 Hebrews 3:7-11 brings us to our

second warning, do not harden your
heart.

 To persevere in the faith, there is

 A great sin to avoid

 A great service to practice

:

 A great salvation to hold fast to

 Or you may miss God’s Sabbath Rest
 a “rest” that is available to us “today.”
 surely a “salvation rest,” a resting from our

works in an effort to earn God’s favor,
 there is the eternal rest which all Christians
will experience.
 a “sanctification rest,” a rest from striving as
Christians in the power of the flesh, in a futile
effort to attain godliness
 the psalmist spoke of a rest that was still
available, a greater rest. And that rest was
God’s “Sabbath rest,” a rest still available, a
rest of ceasing from futile works in an effort
to earn God’s favor.

 And this is where we come to

today…
 Hebrews 5:11 to Hebrews 6:20
 Lets read Hebrews 5:11 –

Hebrews 6:12

 Imagine a teenager who quits

eating regular food and went
back to formula and Gerber’s
pureed peas
 This is what is happening to the
Hebrew Christians, “no longer
try”, but they did at one time

 Past verses in Hebrews indicate there is a

problem:

 In 2:1 he said, Pay close attention to the







message you've heard lest you drift away.
In 3:1 he said, Consider Jesus.
In 3:8 he said, Don't harden your hearts like
Israel did in the wilderness.
In 3:12 he said, Take care, lest you have an evil
heart of unbelief.
In 4:1 he said, Fear, lest you fail to enter God's
rest.
In 4:11 he said, Be diligent to enter God's rest
lest you fall by disobedience.
And in 4:14 he said, Hold fast to your confession

 Our first explicit diagnosis of the

“disease”: “since you have become
dull of hearing”
 “Dullness”: “slow or sluggish” in the
Greek, of someone being sick and
lacking energy. phrase has the idea
of spiritual laziness or lethargy
 “dull hearing” - nothing wrong with
your ears, something wrong with
your heart.
 The Word comes into the ears and
goes down to the heart and hits
something hard or tough—starting to
get hard.

 That's dullness of hearing. The

promises come to the ear, but there is
no passion for them, no lover's
embrace, no cherishing or treasuring;
and so no faith and no patience and—
if things don't change—no inheritance
of eternal life. (Piper)
 You tune out the freeway noise on 81
or 690 or background music on the
elevator, just like many tune out the
Word of God, His voice

 “Milk drinkers”
 Meat eaters
 Stillborn (later)
 Fruit growers (later)

 What characteristics do you see

of the “milk drinkers” ?
 Of the “meat eaters”?

 What lessons do you see about

Christian growth in verses 116:3?

 It is possible to be a Christian but to grow






slowly
Christian growth means moving on to deeper
levels of understanding. *******
 Westminster Shorter Cartechism
Christian growth is directly related to obedience
to the truth that we have already learned.
Christian growth requires laying a foundation of
doctrine and then building on it
Christian growth does not happen
automatically; it takes deliberate effort along
with God’s enabling

 We come to what is arguably

the most difficult passage in the
New Testament to interpret
 There are multiple views on
how to interpret the passage,
none of them are able to
answer all of the difficulties that
confront us in this text.

 Questions like:
 Are they talking about Christians

here?
 How can anyone experience all of
this and not be a Christian?
 If he is a Christian, and he falls
away, is there no hope for
restoration?
 Does this apply to me?
 Should I be scared?
 Why did He have to make it so
difficult to understand?

 Desperation
 Supplication
 Cogitation
 Education
 Humility
 Hard work

 those who hold to these divergent

interpretations are genuine believers,
men and women of integrity. We would
do well not to characterize those who
hold views different from ours as poor
students or false teachers.
 There is no need for hostility here nor
for attacking those who hold different
views, if they have sincerely studied the
Scriptures and have sought to discern
God’s leading in these matters.

 So what are the options?

 1. The Historically Unique View
 2. Arminian view: True believers

lose their salvation if they fall
away from Christ
 3. Non-lordship salvation view:
Genuine Christians can deny the
faith and yet remain saved,
although they lose their rewards
in heaven, as well as encounter
severe discipline in this life.

 4. Stedman’s view (“the stillborn”)
 5. The hypothetical view: the author

is speaking of something that cannot
happen, but is using it as a warning
to press on.
 6. The Calvinistic View or “the false
believer view”: the author is
speaking of those who are
associated with the church and its
blessings, but are not truly saved.

 Main elements:
 This is a unique situation.
 Thus its application to us is minimized.
 Positive aspects:
 The historical setting is taken into
consideration in the interpretation.
 Difficulties:
 It sets a bad precedent.
 The failure of the first generation of Israelites
in the desert was unique, and yet both the
author of Psalm 95 and the author of Hebrews
believed that there were lessons for us to learn
from Israel’s failures. Paul applies the same
lessons in 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.
 It blunts the force of the author’s argument.

 Serious sin results in a loss of

salvation
 They say that Hebrews 6 describes
a believer who loses his salvation
 Future salvation is not assured (no
eternal security).
 The warning concerns eternal
judgment (hell).
 Positive aspects:
 It appears to take the description of

those warned at face value.
 It appears to take the warnings literally

 Problems:
 First, many biblical texts teach that
true believers cannot be lost
 John 6:39-40;

 John 10:27-30;
 Rom. 8:28-39

 Second, if true believers can be lost,

then our text teaches that it is
impossible for them to regain their
salvation.

 Genuine Christians can deny the

faith, remain saved, lose their
rewards in heaven, and
encounter severe discipline in
this life.

 Supported by Zane Hodges and R. T. Kendall
 Main elements:

 The warned are genuine Christians.
 Future salvation is assured for every true believer.
 The warnings concern future rewards and earthly

discipline.

 Positive aspects:

 The warnings apply to Christians (just as the

exhortations do).
 The warnings are taken seriously, as a very real
possibility.
 This view undergirds assurance and confidence in
one’s confession.

 Difficulties:

 Is “earthly discipline” as severe as the description of

the judgment on the one who falls away?
 Is “earthly discipline” severe enough to match the
description of judgment?

 He separates “conception” from “birth”

 Spiritual life does start at conception, when







the Word first meets with faith
Then a “gestation period” when true Spiritimparted life can fail and result in a stillbirth
There is a critical moment when one is called
to the “Lordship of Christ”
If this step is refused and rejects the Lordship
of Christ, there follows, a hardening process,
which may lead one to drop out of church, and
to renounce his Christian faith
From that point on their lives deteriorate and
they shame the profession they once made
Similar to “the seed that fell on the rocky
ground” in the parable of the sower

 the author is speaking of

something that cannot
happen, but is using it as a
warning to press on
 Dr. Ryrie (The Ryrie Study Bible)
and Charles Spurgeon seem
advocated a version of this view

 Main elements:

 It addresses believers hypothetically.
 An apostate cannot be restored to salvation.
 One should press on toward maturity.

 Positive aspects:

 It is consistent with the doctrine of eternal security.
 It seeks to urge people on to maturity.

 Problems:

 First, it is an utterly confusing way to make the point.
 Second, a hypothetical warning is no warning at all
 If there were an impossibly high fence around the precipice, and
no one could ever climb over it, even if he tried, then what need is
there to warn someone not to fall over the edge?
 It doesn’t mean what the text appears to say
 It undermines the warnings
 It is an inferior motivation for growth

 the author is speaking of those who are

associated with the church and its blessings,
but are not truly saved
 Main elements:

 Those warned and disciplined are not true believers.
 Only an unbeliever can apostatize or fall away from

the faith.
 The warning of eternal judgment is for unbelievers.

 Positive aspects:

 It is consistent with the doctrine of eternal security.
 It means that a Christian can never lose his faith.
 It takes the warning of judgment seriously (for

unbelievers).

 Problems:
 First, the terms in 6:4-5 sound as if they are
describing true believers, not false believers.
 Second, if they were not truly saved, then

what is there to fall away from? How can they
be renewed to repentance if they never truly
repented in the first place?

 The emphasis falls on unbelievers, rather than

believers (to whom the author appears to have
consistently been speaking up to this point).

 Does this view undermine the confidence and

assurance of believers in their confession?Will
true believers always be doubtful of their
salvation?

 Which view best fits with the

argument, context and situation
that the book of Hebrews
addresses?
 Which view fits with other biblical
texts and examples?

 What is the danger?
 What brings this danger to pass?
 Can this happen to true

believers?
 Should we apply this warning to
ourselves?

 Though we speak thus, yet in your case,

beloved, we feel sure of better things that
belong to salvation. For God is not so
unjust as to overlook your work and the
love which you showed for his sake in
serving the saints, as you still do. And we
desire each one of you to show the same
earnestness in realizing the full assurance
of hope until the end, so that you may not
be sluggish, but imitators of those who
through faith and patience inherit the
promises. (Hebrews 6:9-12 RSV)

 in 6:9, he changes his focus from

warning to encouragement

 He addresses them as “beloved”

(the only time in Hebrews)

 statement implies the warning

pertains to those in the church
who may not be genuinely saved
 he wants to encourage the majority
to press on in endurance to maturity

 Note:

 Genuine salvation is always

accompanied by visible evidence
 love for others is work that requires
diligence, faithfulness, and
patience.
 Diligent, faithful service to others
out of love for God will strengthen
your assurance of salvation
 One key to diligent, faithful service
to God is to imitate those who
through faith and patience inherit
the promises

 It talks about God's memory: God

will not forget your work and your
love for his name.
 It talks about God's justice. So his
memory of your works of love is
based on his justice.
 It talks about our service toward
the saints
 It talks about the love we have
shown toward the name of God

 Author uses a metaphor used

only here in the Bible, of an
anchor
 What is “this hope”?
 “strong encouragement”;
 “hope.”
 since Jesus Himself is our hope,
that He is our anchor

 The hope of our future

salvation is certain
 He uses Abraham as an
example of one who through
faith and patience inherited the
promises (6:12)
 He gives four reasons why our
hope of salvation in Christ is
certain

 our hope of future salvation is certain

because God’s promises have never
failed any that trusted in them…
including Abraham, think of his story

 our hope of future salvation is certain

because God’s purpose is unchangeable

 our hope of future salvation is certain

because God’s person is incapable of
lying

 our hope of future salvation is certain

because God’s pledge backs up His
promise

 God’s sure promises give us strong

encouragement to take hold of the
hope set before us. In the final sense,
we do not hope in hope itself, but in
Christ, and all that is promised in Him.
But it seems to me that the anchor is
the certain hope of salvation that God
has provided in Christ. In the storms
of life, if we take hold of the hope of
His salvation, we will have the
steadiness for our souls that we need
to endure
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Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and
considering a return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65

 In Hebrews 1, we learned that the

Son – Jesus Christ – is

 God’s full and final revelation to

man.
 He is vastly superior to every
created thing because He is the
Creator, and as such,
 He is vastly higher than the angels.

In Hebrews 2:1-4, we are to pay very careful
attention to what God has revealed to us
through Him:
 Therefore we must pay closer attention to

what we have heard, so that we do not drift
away.
 For if the message spoken through angels
proved to be so firm that every violation or
disobedience received its just penalty,
 how will we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation? It was first communicated
through the Lord and was confirmed to us
by those who heard him,

 while God confirmed their witness with

signs and wonders and various miracles
and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will (Hebrews 2:1-4).

 He did this in order to qualify

Himself to “taste death for
everyone,” thereby becoming a
Savior and a faithful and merciful
High Priest to all who believe.
 In so doing, He accomplishes
redemption for fallen man and
restoration to His original glory and
honor, as God had created them.

 The Lord Jesus Christ – is greater than

Moses,
 Moses was faithful “in all God’s
house” (3:2), while the Lord Jesus was
faithful “over God’s house” (3:6).
 Moses was faithful as a part of the
house (3:2-3), while Jesus was faithful
as the builder of the house (3:3).
 Moses was faithful as
a “servant” (3:5); Jesus was faithful as
a “Son” (3:6).

 “we are the House of God if” is a

condition of Being, not Becoming
 That if we do not hold fast our
assurance then we have not
become partakers of Christ.

 Hebrews 3:7-11 brings us to our

second warning, do not harden your
heart.

 To persevere in the faith, there is

 A great sin to avoid

 A great service to practice

:

 A great salvation to hold fast to

 Or you may miss God’s Sabbath Rest
 a “rest” that is available to us “today.”
 surely a “salvation rest,” a resting from our

works in an effort to earn God’s favor,
 there is the eternal rest which all Christians
will experience.
 a “sanctification rest,” a rest from striving as
Christians in the power of the flesh, in a futile
effort to attain godliness
 the psalmist spoke of a rest that was still
available, a greater rest. And that rest was
God’s “Sabbath rest,” a rest still available, a
rest of ceasing from futile works in an effort
to earn God’s favor.

 And this is where we come to

today…
 Hebrews 5:11 to Hebrews 6:20
 Lets read Hebrews 5:11 –

Hebrews 6:12

 Imagine a teenager who quits

eating regular food and went
back to formula and Gerber’s
pureed peas
 This is what is happening to the
Hebrew Christians, “no longer
try”, but they did at one time

 Past verses in Hebrews indicate there is a

problem:

 In 2:1 he said, Pay close attention to the







message you've heard lest you drift away.
In 3:1 he said, Consider Jesus.
In 3:8 he said, Don't harden your hearts like
Israel did in the wilderness.
In 3:12 he said, Take care, lest you have an evil
heart of unbelief.
In 4:1 he said, Fear, lest you fail to enter God's
rest.
In 4:11 he said, Be diligent to enter God's rest
lest you fall by disobedience.
And in 4:14 he said, Hold fast to your confession

 Our first explicit diagnosis of the

“disease”: “since you have become
dull of hearing”
 “Dullness”: “slow or sluggish” in the
Greek, of someone being sick and
lacking energy. phrase has the idea
of spiritual laziness or lethargy
 “dull hearing” - nothing wrong with
your ears, something wrong with
your heart.
 The Word comes into the ears and
goes down to the heart and hits
something hard or tough—starting to
get hard.

 That's dullness of hearing. The

promises come to the ear, but there is
no passion for them, no lover's
embrace, no cherishing or treasuring;
and so no faith and no patience and—
if things don't change—no inheritance
of eternal life. (Piper)
 You tune out the freeway noise on 81
or 690 or background music on the
elevator, just like many tune out the
Word of God, His voice

 “Milk drinkers”
 Meat eaters
 Stillborn (later)
 Fruit growers (later)

 What characteristics do you see

of the “milk drinkers” ?
 Of the “meat eaters”?

 What lessons do you see about

Christian growth in verses 116:3?

 It is possible to be a Christian but to grow






slowly
Christian growth means moving on to deeper
levels of understanding. *******
 Westminster Shorter Cartechism
Christian growth is directly related to obedience
to the truth that we have already learned.
Christian growth requires laying a foundation of
doctrine and then building on it
Christian growth does not happen
automatically; it takes deliberate effort along
with God’s enabling

 We come to what is arguably

the most difficult passage in the
New Testament to interpret
 There are multiple views on
how to interpret the passage,
none of them are able to
answer all of the difficulties that
confront us in this text.

 Questions like:
 Are they talking about Christians

here?
 How can anyone experience all of
this and not be a Christian?
 If he is a Christian, and he falls
away, is there no hope for
restoration?
 Does this apply to me?
 Should I be scared?
 Why did He have to make it so
difficult to understand?

 Desperation
 Supplication
 Cogitation
 Education
 Humility
 Hard work

 those who hold to these divergent

interpretations are genuine believers,
men and women of integrity. We would
do well not to characterize those who
hold views different from ours as poor
students or false teachers.
 There is no need for hostility here nor
for attacking those who hold different
views, if they have sincerely studied the
Scriptures and have sought to discern
God’s leading in these matters.

 So what are the options?

 1. The Historically Unique View
 2. Arminian view: True believers

lose their salvation if they fall
away from Christ
 3. Non-lordship salvation view:
Genuine Christians can deny the
faith and yet remain saved,
although they lose their rewards
in heaven, as well as encounter
severe discipline in this life.

 4. Stedman’s view (“the stillborn”)
 5. The hypothetical view: the author

is speaking of something that cannot
happen, but is using it as a warning
to press on.
 6. The Calvinistic View or “the false
believer view”: the author is
speaking of those who are
associated with the church and its
blessings, but are not truly saved.

 Main elements:
 This is a unique situation.
 Thus its application to us is minimized.
 Positive aspects:
 The historical setting is taken into
consideration in the interpretation.
 Difficulties:
 It sets a bad precedent.
 The failure of the first generation of Israelites
in the desert was unique, and yet both the
author of Psalm 95 and the author of Hebrews
believed that there were lessons for us to learn
from Israel’s failures. Paul applies the same
lessons in 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.
 It blunts the force of the author’s argument.

 Serious sin results in a loss of

salvation
 They say that Hebrews 6 describes
a believer who loses his salvation
 Future salvation is not assured (no
eternal security).
 The warning concerns eternal
judgment (hell).
 Positive aspects:
 It appears to take the description of

those warned at face value.
 It appears to take the warnings literally

 Problems:
 First, many biblical texts teach that
true believers cannot be lost
 John 6:39-40;

 John 10:27-30;
 Rom. 8:28-39

 Second, if true believers can be lost,

then our text teaches that it is
impossible for them to regain their
salvation.

 Genuine Christians can deny the

faith, remain saved, lose their
rewards in heaven, and
encounter severe discipline in
this life.

 Supported by Zane Hodges and R. T. Kendall
 Main elements:

 The warned are genuine Christians.
 Future salvation is assured for every true believer.
 The warnings concern future rewards and earthly

discipline.

 Positive aspects:

 The warnings apply to Christians (just as the

exhortations do).
 The warnings are taken seriously, as a very real
possibility.
 This view undergirds assurance and confidence in
one’s confession.

 Difficulties:

 Is “earthly discipline” as severe as the description of

the judgment on the one who falls away?
 Is “earthly discipline” severe enough to match the
description of judgment?

 He separates “conception” from “birth”

 Spiritual life does start at conception, when







the Word first meets with faith
Then a “gestation period” when true Spiritimparted life can fail and result in a stillbirth
There is a critical moment when one is called
to the “Lordship of Christ”
If this step is refused and rejects the Lordship
of Christ, there follows, a hardening process,
which may lead one to drop out of church, and
to renounce his Christian faith
From that point on their lives deteriorate and
they shame the profession they once made
Similar to “the seed that fell on the rocky
ground” in the parable of the sower

 the author is speaking of

something that cannot
happen, but is using it as a
warning to press on
 Dr. Ryrie (The Ryrie Study Bible)
and Charles Spurgeon seem
advocated a version of this view

 Main elements:

 It addresses believers hypothetically.
 An apostate cannot be restored to salvation.
 One should press on toward maturity.

 Positive aspects:

 It is consistent with the doctrine of eternal security.
 It seeks to urge people on to maturity.

 Problems:

 First, it is an utterly confusing way to make the point.
 Second, a hypothetical warning is no warning at all
 If there were an impossibly high fence around the precipice, and
no one could ever climb over it, even if he tried, then what need is
there to warn someone not to fall over the edge?
 It doesn’t mean what the text appears to say
 It undermines the warnings
 It is an inferior motivation for growth

 the author is speaking of those who are

associated with the church and its blessings,
but are not truly saved
 Main elements:

 Those warned and disciplined are not true believers.
 Only an unbeliever can apostatize or fall away from

the faith.
 The warning of eternal judgment is for unbelievers.

 Positive aspects:

 It is consistent with the doctrine of eternal security.
 It means that a Christian can never lose his faith.
 It takes the warning of judgment seriously (for

unbelievers).

 Problems:
 First, the terms in 6:4-5 sound as if they are
describing true believers, not false believers.
 Second, if they were not truly saved, then

what is there to fall away from? How can they
be renewed to repentance if they never truly
repented in the first place?

 The emphasis falls on unbelievers, rather than

believers (to whom the author appears to have
consistently been speaking up to this point).

 Does this view undermine the confidence and

assurance of believers in their confession?Will
true believers always be doubtful of their
salvation?

 Which view best fits with the

argument, context and situation
that the book of Hebrews
addresses?
 Which view fits with other biblical
texts and examples?

 What is the danger?
 What brings this danger to pass?
 Can this happen to true

believers?
 Should we apply this warning to
ourselves?

 Though we speak thus, yet in your case,

beloved, we feel sure of better things that
belong to salvation. For God is not so
unjust as to overlook your work and the
love which you showed for his sake in
serving the saints, as you still do. And we
desire each one of you to show the same
earnestness in realizing the full assurance
of hope until the end, so that you may not
be sluggish, but imitators of those who
through faith and patience inherit the
promises. (Hebrews 6:9-12 RSV)

 in 6:9, he changes his focus from

warning to encouragement

 He addresses them as “beloved”

(the only time in Hebrews)

 statement implies the warning

pertains to those in the church
who may not be genuinely saved
 he wants to encourage the majority
to press on in endurance to maturity

 Note:

 Genuine salvation is always

accompanied by visible evidence
 love for others is work that requires
diligence, faithfulness, and
patience.
 Diligent, faithful service to others
out of love for God will strengthen
your assurance of salvation
 One key to diligent, faithful service
to God is to imitate those who
through faith and patience inherit
the promises

 It talks about God's memory: God

will not forget your work and your
love for his name.
 It talks about God's justice. So his
memory of your works of love is
based on his justice.
 It talks about our service toward
the saints
 It talks about the love we have
shown toward the name of God

 Author uses a metaphor used

only here in the Bible, of an
anchor
 What is “this hope”?
 “strong encouragement”;
 “hope.”
 since Jesus Himself is our hope,
that He is our anchor

 The hope of our future

salvation is certain
 He uses Abraham as an
example of one who through
faith and patience inherited the
promises (6:12)
 He gives four reasons why our
hope of salvation in Christ is
certain

 our hope of future salvation is certain

because God’s promises have never
failed any that trusted in them…
including Abraham, think of his story

 our hope of future salvation is certain

because God’s purpose is unchangeable

 our hope of future salvation is certain

because God’s person is incapable of
lying

 our hope of future salvation is certain

because God’s pledge backs up His
promise

 God’s sure promises give us strong

encouragement to take hold of the
hope set before us. In the final sense,
we do not hope in hope itself, but in
Christ, and all that is promised in Him.
But it seems to me that the anchor is
the certain hope of salvation that God
has provided in Christ. In the storms
of life, if we take hold of the hope of
His salvation, we will have the
steadiness for our souls that we need
to endure
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Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and
considering a return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65

 1. Hebrews 12: 1-3

 “Faith to Run the Christian Marathon”

2. Hebrews 12: 4-11

“God’s loving discipline”

3. Hebrews 12: 12-17

“Perseverance, Peace and Purity”

4. Hebrews 12: 18-24

“Living in Sinai or Zion”

5. Hebrews 12: 25-29

Great Privileges, Great God, Great
responsibilities”

 Obviously refers back to chapter 11

and beyond:
 Themes in the earlier chapters of
Hebrews

 the sufficiency of the savior as our great

high priest
 our great need for a great high priest
 superiority of the new covenant to the
old
 the superiority of Christ’s priesthood to
that of Aaron.
 old testament saints were commended
for their faith

 those commended for their faith in

chapter 11 were far from perfect
 those who live by faith realize that
their rewards are not earthly, but
spiritual and heavenly
 Those that live by faith, live as
strangers and pilgrims in this world
 faith is not a guarantee of prosperity
and success in this life
 some of those in the hall of faith were
victorious, and others suffered greatly
 old testament saints waited for their
rewards after their death

 Other verses:
 Gal 2: 2: “2 I went in response to a revelation and, meeting

privately with those esteemed as leaders, I presented to them the
gospel that I preach among the Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was
not running and had not been running my race in vain.”

 Gal 5:7: “7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to

keep you from obeying the truth?”

 Phil 2:15-16:” Then you will shine among them like stars in the

sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able
to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. ”

 2 Tim 4:6-8: “6 For I am already being poured out like a drink

offering, and the time for my departure is near. 7 I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now
there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to
me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

 1 Cor. 9:24-27:

”Do

you not know that in a race
all the runners run, but only one gets the prize?
Run in such a way as to get the
prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games
goes into strict training. They do it to get a
crown that will not last, but we do it to get a
crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not
run like someone running aimlessly; I do not
fight like a boxer beating the air. 27 No, I strike
a blow to my body and make it my slave so that
after I have preached to others, I myself will
not be disqualified for the prize.”

 According to this text…. How?

 1. We must lay aside every

encumbrance
 word means weight
 ancient Greek runners would
actually run naked so as not to
be encumbered
 they’re wrong because they keep
you from running as you should
 Can you give specific examples?

 “if it’s not a wing, it’s a weight.”

 how can we tell the difference

between a “wing” and
a “weight”?

 a wing facilitates a life of faith. a

weight is anything that hinders
us from carrying out our calling,
something non-essential to our
mission which consumes time
and energy that could be better
used in advancing God’s
kingdom”

2. We must lay aside every sin that so
easily entangles us
May refer to a “besetting sin”
or a specific sin, a sin that
would be known to each
saint
Examples would include:
Abraham who’s “besetting
sin” seems to be unbelief
Samson: sexual passions
May refer to all sins, but either
way…

sin always begins in the mind, and so
we must judge all sin at the thought
level. pride, lust, envy, greed, anger,
grumbling, selfishness—all of these
things originate in our thought life
 if you entertain these things, they

incubate and develop into sinful
words and actions (James 1:14-15).

 the author’s point is, you can’t run

the Christian race if you keep
tripping over your sins

 God is the sovereign one
 You may not like parts of the

course
 You won’t be able to run by faith
unless you submit your will to His
will

 How?

 adopting a certain mindset
 counting the cost of following Him

(Luke 14:28-33)
 are you willing to put out the effort,
the sweat, the endurance, and the
pain of going the distance?
 one key to running the whole
distance is motivation
 We have a great cloud of witnesses
encourages us to keep running

 the word cloud was a classical Greek

metaphor for a large multitude
 is not a company
of great witnesses; it is a “great
company” of witnesses
 the word “witnesses” – is a
translation of the Greek word which
would be transliterated “martyr.”
 Some say these “witnesses are
watching us from heaven”, what do
you say?

 Cole:” we look to their testimony

as an example of how to run the
race, there is no indication in the
bible (unless it is here) that those
in heaven are watching us on
earth”
 Deffinbauch;” this multitude of
witnesses as those who are still
alive, and who are actively
cheering us on till we reach the
finish line”

 We must fix our eyes on Jesus
 Jesus is the author or captain of faith
 encountered this word in Hebrews 2:10,
which stated that God perfected the
author (or, captain) of our salvation
through sufferings
 it can mean author or originator, Jesus
is the source of life, salvation, and faith
 it also refers to the leader or captain,
the one who goes before the troops,
showing them the way

 He brings our faith to completion
 Phil. 1:6: “for I am confident of

this very thing, that He who
began a good work in you will
perfect it until the day of Christ
Jesus.”



 “who for the joy set before him

endured the cross.”
 this joy included the joy of “bringing
many sons to glory” (2:10;
 the greatest joy was that of
glorifying the Father by completing
the work that the Father gave him
to do (John 17)

 Jesus shows us the greatest

example of endurance by faith
through the most difficult trial
ever
 Jesus shows us the final reward
of faith
 “fight the fight of faith on the

basis of Christ’s spectacular
death and resurrection.”

 We must fix our eyes on Jesus
 fixing our eyes on Jesus

requires taking our eyes off of
ourselves
 “fixing our eyes” is literally

“looking off to.”
 a two-fold sense, it first of all
refers to looking away from
something and then looking
intently on something else

 fixing our eyes on Jesus requires trusting

all that he is for us
 fixing our eyes on Jesus means trusting
him when sinners wrong us
 fixing our eyes on Jesus is the key to not
grow weary and lose heart
 the literal rendering is, “that you not fail
through weariness, fainting in your
souls.”
 just as a runner who is not in excellent
condition gradually slows down and
finally collapses, so the believer who
does not keep looking with faith to Jesus
will eventually collapse

 Jews of that day, believed that

suffering was divine punishment,
and that prosperity and success
were divine rewards for
righteousness

 How does that conflict with this

passage?

 Note: God disciplines all of His children

(12:5b-6)

 “discipline” comes from the Greek:

paideuo, or to “instruct, train,
educate; discipline, punish”
 “punish” comes from the Greek: “
mastigoo” or to “flog, whip, scourge;
to punish, chastise”
 “rebukes” (NIV), “reproved” NASB):
“elegcho” or to:” expose, reprove or
convict”

 God’s punishment stems from

His wrath against sin, God acting
as Judge
 His discipline stems from
His love for His children. God acting
as Father
 Discipline should not be viewed as
punishment, but rather as correction
 it is an essential aspect of the
father-son relationship (12:7-8)

 What should our attitude be towards

God’s discipline?

 To apply God’s discipline properly,

we must not regard it lightly
 To apply God’s discipline properly,
we must not faint when He reproves
us
 To apply God’s discipline properly,
we must remember that He always
treats with love, even when He must
deal severely with us

 Or
 How does an earthy father’s

discipline compare and contrast
to the Heavenly Father’s
discipline?

 As an old man looking back on his life, the late

Malcolm Muggeridge observed,
 Contrary to what might be expected, I look back on
experiences that at the time seemed especially
desolating and painful with particular satisfaction.
Indeed, everything I have learned, everything that
has truly enhanced and enlightened my existence,
has been through affliction and not through
happiness. If it ever were to be possible to eliminate
affliction from our earthly existence, the result
would not be to make life delectable, but to make it
too banal and trivial to be endurable (A Twentieth
Century Testimony[Thomas Nelson], in Reader’s
Digest [1/91], p. 158).

 He perfectly administers it for our

eternal good, that we may share
His holiness (12:9-10)
 Although it is difficult for the
present, it yields the peaceful
fruit of righteousness to all that
are trained by it (12:11)

 If we resist and harden our hearts,

we will miss the purpose of the
discipline
 The defiant little boy clenched his
teeth and said, “I’m sitting on the
outside, but I’m standing on the
inside!” That’s not true submission!
 Psalmist reflected true submission
when he proclaimed, “I know, O
Lord, that Your judgments are
righteous, and that in faithfulness
You have afflicted me” (Ps.
119:75).

 God’s discipline produces the peaceful fruit of

righteousness by:
 teaching us the terrible devastation caused by
sin
 stripping us of self-righteousness, self-sufficiency,
and pride
 helping us shift our focus from this life to eternity
 uncovering hidden sins and blind spots
 strengthening our faith and driving us closer to
Christ
 developing compassion and humility
 developing the fruit of the spirit in us and thus
making us more usable in His service

 All discipline is painful for the moment,

but it produces peace and righteousness
which is profitable for eternity

 For discipline to be effective, we must

submit to the training process

 “The design of our loving Father’s

discipline is for our good, our holiness,
our peace, and our righteousness.”

 At 7 p.m. on October 20, 1968, a few thousand spectators remained in

the Mexico City Olympic Stadium. The last of the exhausted marathon
runners were being carried off to the first-aid stations. More than an
hour earlier, Mamo Wolde of Ethiopia had crossed the finish line, the
winner of the 26.2-mile run.
 As the remaining spectators prepared to leave, those sitting near the
marathon gates heard the sound of sirens and police whistles. All eyes
turned toward the gate. A lone figure wearing the colors of Tanzania
entered the stadium. His name was John Stephen Akhwari. He was the
last man to finish. His leg bloodied and bandaged, severely injured in a
fall, he grimaced with each step as he hobbled around the 400-meter
track.
 The spectators rose and applauded him as if he were the winner. After
crossing the finish line, Akhwari slowly walked off the field. In view of
his injury and having no chance of winning a medal, someone asked
him why he had not quit. He replied, “My country did not send me
7,000 miles to start the race. They sent me 7,000 miles to finish it”
(from Leadership [Spring, 1992], p. 49).

 In the Christian life, finishing well

means everything. As Paul faced
execution, he wrote to Timothy,
“I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the course, I have
kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7).

 Perseverance is a mark of every true

believer
 To persevere, we must deal with weariness
and injuries in the race
 To persevere, we must help each other in
running the race
 We must pursue peace and purity to finish
the Christian race: Stay on course
 Pursue peace with all men
 Pursue the purity without which no one
will see the lord


 The ministry of oversight belongs to

the entire church
 We may drop out of the race because:
 we come short of the grace of God
 we become bitter because of trials,
poisoning others around us
 we indulge in sexual immorality
 we develop a godless outlook on life
 we seek the blessings, but we don’t
desire God himself as the blessing

 How does the first part of this

passage compare to the second part
of this passage?

 If you have trusted in Jesus’ blood,

you have not come to the terrors of
the law (12:18-21)
 If you have trusted in Christ, you
have come to the joys of the new
covenant in Jesus’ blood (12:22-24)

 You have come to the joy of inclusion in

the city of the living God
 You have come to the joy of myriads of
angels in festal assembly
 You have come to the joy of the church
of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven
 You have come to the joy of a judge,
who is God of all
 You have come to the joy of the spirits
of the righteous made perfect
 You have come to the joy of Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant
 You have come to the joy of the
sprinkled blood, which speaks better
than the blood of Abell

Dale Burns
Ron Lindsay
Charles Dougherty
Nov. 18 – Feb. 24 ‘19

The Superiority of Jesus

Exhortations Christian Living

Exhortations Endure

Exhortations Examples of Faith

Jesus the better
sacrifice

Sanctuaries and
Sacrifices

High Priest of a
Better Covenant

Jesus A Priest like
Melchizedek

2:53:6

Warning - Don't
Fall Away

Jesus - Exalted
through Humility

1:52:4

Jesus the Great
High Priest

Jesus’ Superiority
to Angels

1:1-4

Entering God's Rest

Introduction

Hebrews: Superiority of Jesus

3:7- 4:14- 5:11- Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap.
4:13 5:10 6:20
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Moses &
Priests &
Sacrifice &
Promised
The Life of Faith
Melchizedek
Covenant
Land
1st Warning
2nd Warning
3rd Warning
4th Warning
5th Warning
Pay
Don't Miss
Don't Fall
Don't
Don't Deny
Attention, Do God's Rest
Away
Continue to
Not Drift
Sin
2:1-4
3:12-19
6:4-8
10:26-31
12:25-29
Angels &
Torah

Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and
considering a return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65

Hebrews: 2:1-3
2 Therefore we must pay the closer
attention to what we have heard, lest we
drift away from it. 2 For if the message
declared by angels was valid and every
transgression or disobedience received a
just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if
we neglect such a great salvation? It was
declared at first by the Lord, and it was
attested to us by those who heard him,

 while God also bore witness by signs and

wonders and various miracles and by gifts
of the Holy Spirit distributed according to
his own will. (Hebrews 2:1-4 RSV)

 Who is “we”?
 The “we” refers to Jewish unbelievers
 The “we” refers to believers
 A question we have to deal with in all of

the warnings
 Forced us to look at Arminianism vs.
Calvinism (in a minute)

What is ”drifting”
Nautical term: A boat with no anchor.
It means float by. It’s what a piece of bark
or a leaf or a dead fish does in the river

 In both the Old Testament and the New,

there are severe consequences for
disregarding God’s Word.
 If the consequences for neglecting God’s
Word were severe in the Old Testament, how
much greater will the consequences be for
neglecting God’s Word in the New
Testament?
 “For if the message declared by angels

was valid and every transgression or
disobedience received a just retribution,
how shall we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation?”

 This is our first Command in Hebrews –

LISTEN, This is a danger that every
Christian faces, and thus we would do well
As our text urges us, let us listen well to
the Word of God, lest we drift into
dangerous waters.
 What ever the consequences are, there is
a message for us.. Pay attention, be
faithful, do not drift away from the faith

In this passage he says makes reference to not
hardening your heart 4 times
 Entering into God’s rest 10 times
 We noticed that this time he uses the word ”hardness of
heart” vs “drifting”


 In Hebrew:( qashah) to be dense, i.e. tough or severe,

later… stiff necked, the root from which we get the word
qasheh, meaning churlish, hard hearted, obstinate,
stubborn

 Greek: (skleruno) to indurate, (to make hard, to make

callous, stubborn or unfeeling), i.e. render stubborn

 At the core of ”hardness of heart” is unbelief.
 The consequence of unbelief is failure to enter

into God’s “rest” (Psalm 95:11; Hebrews
3:11,18).
 As the Israelites didn’t enter into God’s rest (the
promised land), so to, we will not enter into
God’s rest do to our unbelief.
 For the unbeliever: salvation
 For the believer: God’s sabbath rest
 God’s “Sabbath rest,” a rest still available, a

rest of ceasing from futile works in an effort to
earn God’s favor.
 a “rest” that is available to us “today.”

 Unbelief renders us not only unwilling, but

also unable to appropriate God’s blessings.
 Either faith opens the blessings of God’s
eternal rest to you, or unbelief bars you
from them.

 For it is impossible, in the case of those who have

once been enlightened, who have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy
Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word
of God and the powers of the age to
come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore
them again to repentance, since they are
crucifying once again the Son of God to their own
harm and holding him up to contempt.7 For land
that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and
produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it
is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 But if
it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and
near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned.

 We come to what is arguably the most

difficult passage in the New Testament to
interpret
 There are multiple views on how to interpret
the passage, none of them are able to answer
all of the difficulties that confront us in this
text.
 Arminian view: True believers lose their
salvation if they fall away from Christ
 The Calvinistic View or “the false believer
view”: the author is speaking of those who
are associated with the church and its
blessings, but are not truly saved.

 The view of which I and my colleagues

have taken.
 That this passage is directed towards
those in the church that have only “tasted
of the heavenly gift” not drank deeply of
it.
 The passage is immediately followed with
“Though we speak thus, yet in your
case, beloved, we feel sure of better
things that belong to salvation. For
God is not so unjust as to overlook
your work and the love which you
showed for his sake in serving the
saints, as you still do.

 This pattern of “warning” followed by

encouragement is repeated in many of
these warnings.
 Consider the first warning: “do not drift” is
followed with
 It (this great salvation) was declared at

first by the Lord, and it was attested to
us by those who heard, 4 while God also
bore witness by signs and wonders and
various miracles and by gifts of the Holy
Spirit distributed according to his will.

 The second warning: “do not harden your

hearts” is followed with:
 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for
the people of God, 10 for whoever has
entered God's rest has also rested from his
works as God did from his.
And then later in verse
 14 Since then we have a great high priest who
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. 15 For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect
has been tempted as we are, yet without
sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near
to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

 Hebrews 10:26-31



For if we go on sinning
deliberately after receiving the knowledge
of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful
expectation of judgment, and a fury of
fire that will consume the
adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside
the law of Moses dies without mercy on
the evidence of two or three witnesses.
26

 29 How much worse punishment, do

you think, will be deserved by the
one who has trampled underfoot the
Son of God, and has profaned the
blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit
of grace?30 For we know him who
said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.”
And again, “The Lord will judge his
people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of the living God.

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains
a sacrifice for sins
 Some in the church were continuing to go to the
temple
 They had “neglected to meet together” (v25)
 The Gospel had been presented to them
 They renounced their association with the church


26

 Required to do that to offer sacrifices in the Temple

 They had spurned Christ’s sacrifice – it was

meaningless



 So in Hebrews 10:26 those whom the author has

in mind demonstrate a continuity between the
time before hearing the gospel and after,
continuing a lifestyle of rejecting God’s Word.

 For those persons there exists no sacrifice for

their sins.

 In 10:1–18 the author has already made clear

that the sacrifice offered by Christ has rendered
all others obsolete.

 Once he and his provision have been

rejected, there is nowhere else to turn.
Trampled underfoot the Son of God

 Treating Christ’s sacrifice as unholy,

defiled, unclean. In Levitical terms – unfit
to atone for sins or sanctify

 Insulting the Spirit of grace who originally

wooed him

 Consequently, those who reject the Gospel

and the Spirits promptings, deny the
gospels true origin and importance

 As in Deuteronomy 32, Moses exhorts the Israelites to

“remember the days of old”;

 Likewise, the author exhorts the church to remember
 (v32) Endured your past sufferings for Christ
 (v33) Publicly reproach (ridiculed) and afflicted
 Sometime supporting those who were going through





similar persecution
(v34) Showed compassion to those brothers who had
been imprisoned
Joyfully accepted plundering of your property
Your confidence was not in earthly goods
You recognized your reward was in heaven

 And concludes in verse 39:
 39 But we do not belong to those
who shrink back and are destroyed,
but to those who have faith and are
saved.





See to it that you do not refuse him who
speaks. If they did not escape when they
refused him who warned them on earth, how
much less will we, if we turn away from him
who warns us from heaven? 26 At that time his
voice shook the earth, but now he has
promised, “Once more I will shake not only
the earth but also the heavens.”[a] 27 The
words “once more” indicate the removing of
what can be shaken—that is, created things—
so that what cannot be shaken may remain.
25

 The writer has finished his great contrast of Judaism and Christianity

as typified by the mounts Sinai and Zion.
 At Sinai the multitude gathered there had shrunk from the divine
voice, and ‘entreated that it might not be spoken to them any
more.’
 The experience there was one of fearful, divine holiness without a
mediator and with a voice so terrible that the people begged that
the voice would stop
 There was judgement, there was fear
But on Mount zion:
We do not come to an earthly mountain to meet God,
We come to a heavenly city, a heavenly assembly
We come to a divine Judge, but most importantly to a Mediator
(verse 24) whose blood shed for our sins is the main voice
we hear.
All invisible, all spiritual, and therefore accessible anywhere.

 So we are standing before the better mount of a better

revelation.
 The parallel between the two congregations at the two
mountains is still more obvious if we remark that the
word translated in my text ‘refuse’ is the same as has
just been employed in a previous verse, describing the
conduct of the Israelites, where it is rendered ‘entreated.’
It may seem strange that after so joyous and triumphant
an enumeration of the glorious persons and things with
whom we are brought into contact by faith, there should
come the jarring note of solemn warning which seems to
bring back the terrors of the ancient law. But, alas I the
glories and blessedness into which faith introduces us are
no guarantees against its decay; and they who are ‘come
unto Mount Zion and the city of the living God,’ may turn
their backs upon all the splendour, and wander away into
the gaunt desert.

 Once again we see the

comparison between the Old and
New, between the first covenant
and the new covenant, between
the law and grace.
 God spoke on Mount Sinai and is
speaking on Mount Zion.

 If you have trusted in Jesus’ blood,

you have not come to the terrors of
the law (12:18-21)
 If you have trusted in Christ, you
have come to the joys of the new
covenant in Jesus’ blood (12:22-24)

 You have come to the joy of inclusion in

the city of the living God
 You have come to the joy of myriads of
angels in festal assembly
 You have come to the joy of the church
of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven
 You have come to the joy of a judge,
who is God of all
 You have come to the joy of the spirits
of the righteous made perfect
 You have come to the joy of Jesus, the
mediator of a new covenant
 You have come to the joy of the
sprinkled blood, which speaks better
than the blood of Abell

 When God spoke on Mount Sinai,

it shook the earth and those that
refused Him did not escape and
never entered into God’s rest.
 One last chance, do not drift, do
not harden, do not fall away, do
not continue in deliberate sin, do
not refuse Him who speaks

 Heb. 4: 14 “Therefore, since we have a great high

priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.”

 Heb. 6:12 “We do not want you to become lazy, but to

imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what
has been promised.”

 Heb. 10:22-23 “let us draw near to God with a sincere heart

and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised
is faithful.”

 Heb. 10:36 “You need to persevere so that

when you have done the will of God, you will
receive what he has promised.”

 Heb. 12:1-3 “Therefore, since we are

surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for
us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of the throne of
God.3 Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinners, so that you will not
grow weary and lose heart.”

 28 Therefore, since we are

receiving a kingdom that cannot
be shaken, let us be thankful,
and so worship God acceptably
with reverence and awe, 29 for
our “God is a consuming fire.”
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The Superiority of Jesus
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Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and
considering a return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65

 Key Passage
 High Priesthood
 Qualifications
 Purpose (Functions)
 Aaron & Melchizedek
 Jesus’ Superiority
 Implications of Jesus’ Priesthood
 Based on the Material of Dr. Larry Waters, Dallas Theological Seminary

High priest
Jesus the Son of God
Tempted
Yet without sin
Draw near
Confidence
Grace
Appointed
Behalf of men
Deal gently
Beset with weakness
Called by God
Obedience Suffered Perfect
Source of Eternal Salvation
Designated high priest
Melchizedek

Because of Jesus:
1. Hold fast to our confession

Hebrews 4:14 (Chapters 1-10)

2. Draw near with confidence

Hebrews 4:16 (Chapters 11-13)

 He is God (v.14)
 He is man (v.15)
 He is priest (V.16)

For later
Jesus was a descendent of what king?
What tribe did Jesus come from?

Verse 4:15 says Jesus was
tempted. Why is it important for
us that He experienced
temptation?
See Luke 4:1-13

Verse 1:
 Men appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices
for sins
Leviticus 9:7
Moses then said to Aaron, “Come near to
the altar and offer your sin offering and your
burnt offering, that you may make
atonement for yourself and for the
people; then make the offering for the
people, that you may make atonement for
them, just as the LORD has commanded.”

Verses 2-3:
 Deal gently and subject to weakness
1 Corinthians 15:3
For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received, that
Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures,

Verse 4:
 Called by God the Father
Numbers 16:40
as a reminder to the sons of Israel that
no layman who is not of the
descendants of Aaron should come near
to burn incense before the LORD; so that
he will not become like Korah and his
company—just as the LORD had spoken
to him through Moses.

Qualifications of the
priests of Aaron,
Verses 1-4
1. Men, v. 1
2. Appointed, v. 1
3. Offer gifts and
sacrifices for sins, v. 1
4. Deal gently and
were subject to
weakness, vv. 2-3
5. Called by God the
Father, v. 4

 A man

Verse 5b

Psalm 2:7
“I will surely tell of the decree of
the LORD: He said to Me, ‘You are
My Son, Today I have begotten
You.

 Appointed Verses 5-6

Psalm 110
1 The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand
Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”
…
4 The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind,
“You are a priest forever According to the
order of Melchizedek.” 5 The Lord is at Your right
hand; He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath.
6 He will judge among the nations,

 Offered Himself with prayers and

petitions
Verse 7
Luke 22:41-44
Luke 23:46

 Suffered

Verse 8

Philippians 2:8
Being found in appearance as a
man, He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross.

Verse 5:9 say Jesus learned from
suffering, but he did not sin
(verse 4:15). How could He have
learned obedience without
disobedience?
See Luke 2:41-52

 Called by God the Father

Verse 10a
Prophesied by David
(Psalm 110)

For later
But what tribe did Priests come
from?

Verse 5:10 says Jesus was made
perfect. When did this occur?
See Hebrews 2:10

Qualifications of the
priests of Aaron,
Verses 1-4
1. Men, v. 1
2. Appointed, v. 1
3. Offer gifts and
sacrifices for sins, v. 1
4. Deal gently and
were subject to
weakness, vv. 2-3
5. Called by God the
Father, v. 4

How Christ met those
qualification
verses 5-10
1. A Man, v. 5b
2. Appointed, vv 5-6
3. Offered Himself with
prayers and petitions, v. 7
4. Suffered, vv. 8-9
5. Called by God the
Father, v. 10

Translation: king of righteousness and
justice
Genesis 14:13-20
 Verse 18

 King of Salem
 Priest of God Most High

 Verse 20
 Issued God’s Blessing
(spoke for God)
 Abraham recognized his position

Christ

The King
The High Priest
No priestly genealogy. He owes nothing
to h is descendents, but all to His
Heavenly Father.
Christ is higher than the Levitical
Priesthood. His Priesthood is of God not
genealogy.
He was an is true humanity
He is ever making intercession for us.
He blesses us.
The Messiah will rule the Nation of
Israel as the King/Priest.
His office is King, His function is Priest.
He is greater than Abraham. His
priesthood is greatest.
His gift to us give God the Father glory.
His ministry was witnessed by believers
and unbelievers alike.
His priestly function is for believers in
time of danger, conflict, and need.
While in battle we must have Christ our
intercessor.

Melchizedek

A king
A high priest
No genealogy. He owes nothing to
family, but all to God. Not Levitical.
Melchizedek’s position in Christ is based
on regeneration not on genealogy. He
represents our priesthood.
He was true humanity.
He made intercession for Abraham.
He blessed Abraham.
Melchizedek ruled Jerusalem as
King/Priest.
His office was king, his function priest.
He was greater than Abraham and the
Levitical priesthood.
His gift to Abraham gave glory to God.
His ministry was witnessed by believers
and unbelievers.
His priestly function was to Abraham in
time of danger, conflict, and need.
Abraham needed one greater than
himself for the conflict and danger
ahead.

 Melchizedek (Pre-Covenant)

 Blessing (Genesis 14:19-20)

 Aaron (Old Covenant)
 Exodus 28:1-4

 Blessing (Numbers 6:22-27)
 Jesus (New Covenant)

How do we apply 1 Peter 2:4-5, 9?
4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has
been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in
the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are
being built up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ….
9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD,
A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN
POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light;

Because of Jesus:
1. Hold fast to our confession

 Hebrews 4:14 (Chapters 1-10)

2. Draw near with confidence

 Hebrews 4:16 (Chapters 11-13)

Exhortations Christian Living

Exhortations Endure

Exhortations Examples of Faith

Jesus the better
sacrifice

Sanctuaries and
Sacrifices

High Priest of a
Better Covenant

Jesus A Priest like
Melchizedek

When we
return
January 6th.

Warning - Don't
Fall Away

Hebrews: Superiority of Jesus

5:11- Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap. Chap.
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
6:20

Priests &
Sacrifice &
The Life of Faith
Melchizedek
Covenant
3rd Warning
4th Warning
5th Warning
Don't Fall
Don't
Don't Deny
Away
Continue to
Sin
6:4-8
10:26-31
12:25-29
Audience: Second generation Jewish Christians facing persecution and
considering a return to Judaism. Author unknown, approx. AD 65

1 Peter 2:9
But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR
God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
John 17:22
“The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may
be one, just as We are one;
Revelation 1:6
and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to
Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Revelation 5:10
“You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they
will reign upon the earth.”

Outline chapter 5:11 – 6:20
Warning – Don’t fall away
DEFFINBAUGH
Steven COLE
Stedman
Piper
John MacArthur
S. Lewis Johnson
Part one: Hebrews 5: 11-14 “Grow up already!!!!”
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We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to
understand. (dull of hearing RSV)12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid
food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about
righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to
distinguish good from evil. 6 Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and
be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to
death,[a] and of faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites,[b] the laying on of hands, the resurrection
of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.
(NIV)
I.

Growing down
a. imagine your child didn’t grow up but rather “grew down”
b. Like in the movie “The curious case of Benjamin Button”
c. Growth is normal, joyful: shrinkage is bizarre and a cause for alarm
d. Imagine a teenager who quits eating regular food and went back to formula and
Gerber’s pureed peas
e. This is what is happening to the Hebrew Christians, “no longer try”, they did at one time
f. Believers must move beyond the basics of the Christian faith and grow up in Christ.

II.

Something is wrong; The disease called Dullness of hearing
a. Past verses in Hebrews indicate there is a problem:
i. In 2:1 he said, Pay close attention to the message you've heard lest you drift
away.
ii. In 3:1 he said, Consider Jesus.
iii. In 3:8 he said, Don't harden your hearts like Israel did in the wilderness.
iv. In 3:12 he said, Take care, lest you have an evil heart of unbelief.
v. In 4:1 he said, Fear, lest you fail to enter God's rest.
vi. In 4:11 he said, Be diligent to enter God's rest lest you fall by disobedience.
vii. And in 4:14 he said, Hold fast to your confession.
b. Our first explicit diagnosis of the “disease”: “since you have become dull of hearing”
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c. What is “Dullness”?
i. “slow or sluggish”: in the Greek, of someone being sick and lacking energy.
phrase has the idea of spiritual laziness or lethargy.
ii. used one other time in the New Testament, Hebrews 6:12. Where the opposite
of dullness can be found; “We desire that each one of you show the
same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, that you
may not be sluggish [there's the word for "dull" in our text], but imitators of
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
iii. opposite of dullness is diligence or earnestness (turning the message of hope
into the assurance of hope)
iv. it's the imitation of people who hear the promises of God and then respond
with faith and patience.
v. “dull hearing” - nothing wrong with your ears, something wrong with your
heart.
vi. The heart is not eager and diligent to embrace the promises and turn them into
faith and patience.
vii. When there is an opportunity to get into God’s Word, this person says, “Nah,
let’s see what’s on the tube.” When there is occasion to go and hear the Word
taught, he says, “I’m tired. I think I’ll stay home and go to bed early.”
viii. Instead, the Word comes into the ears and goes down to the heart and hits
something hard or tough—or starting to get hard.
ix. “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” “Take care how you listen; for whoever
has, to him more shall be given; and whoever does not have, even what he
thinks he has shall be taken away from him” (Luke 8:8, 18).
x. That's dullness of hearing. The promises come to the ear, but there is no passion
for them, no lover's embrace, no cherishing or treasuring; and so no faith and
no patience and—if things don't change—no inheritance of eternal life.
xi. One of the reason why he wrote this book.
d. What is “Hearing”?
i. It's used one other time in Hebrews, just like "dullness" in 4:2.
ii. “2 For we also have had the good news proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the
message they heard (literally: “the word of hearing”) was of no value to them,
because they did not share the faith of those who obeyed”
iii. They did not hear, they did not “share the faith”,
iv. Earlier the writer links disobedient to unbelieve to not entering God’s rest.
v. The root of disobedience is unbelief
vi. Dullness of hearing is a kind of hearing with the ears that is unresponsive to the
heart. It does not embrace the Word of God with faith
vii. You tune out the freeway noise on 81 or 690 or background music on the
elevator, just like many tune out the Word of God, His voice
III.

Stedman’s four individuals: 5:11 – 6:12
a. “Milk drinkers”
i. Depending upon one’s view, may or may not be Christians
ii. Inability to instruct others,
1. Cannot point someone to Christ
2. Can only understand the very simplest doctrine
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iii. inability to discern good from evil
1. They mean right and think they are doing right but are continually doing
the wrong thing, creating problem situations, and difficulties with
others
2. the doctrinally undiscerning, i.e., those who are blown about with every
wind of doctrine, who give themselves to the theological fads which
come in repetitive cycles.
3. the emotionally gullible, i.e., those who are moved by some emotional
appeal. They are uncritical in their evaluation of a work. If it has this
emotional content, that is all they look for.
4. includes those who are personality followers, those who make much of
men, who fasten themselves to one particular, outstanding, sparkling
personality and read only his books and play his tapes exclusively
iv. for the “milk drinkers”, arrested development is a very costly thing. The
immature loose much, and risk even more. A very grave danger threats those
who continue in this condition of prolonged immaturity. (next section).
b. Meat eaters, the mature
i. "Let's get on with it." He is urging these people to graduate from milk to meat,
from immature diet to solid food, for, he says, it is this that is the mark of
maturity. "Solid food is for the mature."
ii. In the Authorized Version the word for mature is perfection: "Let us go on to
perfection."
1. this does not mean sinless perfection
2. John makes that clear in his first letter, "If we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves [we do not fool anyone else, especially our wives, but
we deceive ourselves], and the truth is not in us," (1 John 1:8 RSV).
3. "I have not reached ultimate perfection, I am not claiming to be sinlessly
perfect, I have not yet reached the place where there is nothing at all
wrong with me -- that lies beyond the resurrection, that is ahead,"
Philippians 3:12b-14).
iii. produced not by age, nor by food, for milk will not affect it either, but it is
produced by practice. "Those who have their faculties trained by practice to
distinguish good from evil." It is produced by acting on what you believe,
stepping out upon it, putting it into practice. That is what brings about maturity.
iv. To reach this requires leaving behind the principles of the gospel, the ABC's, the
elementary truths, the familiar ground by which we came into Christian faith.
"Not laying again this foundation." Here is another figure of arrested
development. A foundation is laid but nothing is built on it. Instead of building
on the foundation, the owner tears it up and lays it again. Then he goes back
and lays it yet again. There is nothing but a repetitive laying again and again of
the same foundation; it is arrested development.
v. Major Ian Thomas once said to Stedman, "You know, I have discovered an
interesting thing about American Christians. They do not usually come to church
to learn anything. Whatever they do not yet know themselves they think is
heresy. What they want to hear is the same old stuff so they can say, 'Amen,
brother, Amen!'"
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c. Stillborn (later)
d. Fruit growers (later)
IV.

Five lessons on Christian growth (Cole)
a. It is possible to be a Christian and to be slow to grow,
i. BUT There is no neutral in the Christian life. Either you are growing or you’re
shrinking.
ii. We fool ourselves into thinking that we’re just treading water, but the strong
current of the world, the flesh, and the devil carries us backwards if we’re not
striving to move ahead.
iii. Let me shoot straight: if you’re not making time daily to spend in God’s Word
and in prayer, you’re not growing, you’re shrinking!
iv. You’re going from eating meat back to the formula and pureed peas. That stuff
is great for babies, but it won’t sustain a growing teenager or adult.
b. Christian growth means moving on to deeper levels of understanding,
i. But beyond these basic truths, there is much in Scripture that is deep and
nourishing. Someone has said that the Bible is like an ocean, deep enough to
drown an elephant, but shallow enough at the shore for a toddler to play.
ii. If you want to see how spiritually dull you really are, read the Westminster
Shorter Catechism. Keep in mind that all children in Reformed homes used to be
required to memorize this before they could be confirmed and join the church.
You all know the first question and answer: “What is the chief end of man?
Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.” There is a lifetime
of practical content in that short answer!
iii. But do you know Question 4: “What is God?” Answer: “God is a Spirit, infinite,
eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice,
goodness and truth.”
iv. Question 5: “Are there more Gods than one?” Answer: “There is but One only,
the living and true God.”
v. Question 6: “How many persons are there in the Godhead?” Answer: “There are
three persons in the Godhead; the Father the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these
three are one God the same in substance, equal in power and glory.” Could you
have explained the nature of God and the Trinity so well?
vi. Question 7: “What are the decrees of God?” Answer: “The decrees of God are,
his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own
glory, he has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.”
vii. The Shorter Catechism has 107 questions like that.
viii. every Christian who has been a believer for a few years should be
knowledgeable enough in the teachings of Scripture to instruct a younger
believer. Not all are gifted as teachers for the whole church (James 3:1; Eph.
4:11-12), but all should know enough to present the gospel, to teach the basics
about God, man, salvation, and the Christian life. If you cannot do that, either
you are a relatively new believer, or you’re one of the older believers that this
section of Scripture confronts. Grow up!
c. Christian growth is directly related to obedience to the truth that we have already
learned.
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i. You may think that righteousness and good and evil are obvious, but that is not
so.
ii. These things need to be learned through practice and training.
iii. is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness “Accustomed” means
lacking in experience. It is used in Numbers 14:23 (LXX) to refer to
“inexperienced youths,” who have not yet learned good and evil. “Good and
evil” (5:14) refers not only to ethical conduct, but also to true and false doctrine
(Philip Hughes, A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews[Eerdmans], p. 193).
d. Christian growth requires laying a foundation of doctrine and then building on it.
i. Then he mentions six things that comprise the foundational, elementary
teachings. By leaving these things, he is not suggesting that they are no longer
important and should be left behind. Rather, he is saying that once you lay a
proper foundation, don’t go back and dig it up again and again. Move on,
building your life on that foundation.
ii. There are differing views of how to interpret these six things. Some argue that
they refer solely to Jewish, Old Testament issues. Others say that they relate to
the basics of Christianity. Still others mix these categories
iii. They are arranged in three pairs.
1. *Repentance from dead works and faith toward God
a. The phrase “dead works” occurs only here and in 9:14, which
talks about the blood of Jesus cleansing our consciences from
dead works to serve the living God.
b. All spiritual works of the unbeliever are dead works because
they either originate from souls that are spiritually dead or they
result in final spiritual death if the person trusts in them for
eternal life.
c. In a Jewish setting, dead works refer to “external and selfrighteous compliance with the requirements of the law”
d. If the Jew boasted in his keeping the ceremonial law, or even in
his outward compliance with the Ten Commandments, and
thought that those works would gain him eternal life, he was in
for a rude awakening
e. Repentance from dead works and faith toward God are at the
heart of the gospel (Mark 1:15).
2. *Instruction about washings and laying on of hands”
a. These phrases are difficult to understand. Some say that
“instructions about washings” (Greek = baptismon) refers to
teaching about the various ceremonial cleansings in the Old
Testament, along with the various baptisms in the New (the
baptism of John, of Christ, of the apostles, of the Holy Spirit).
b. “Laying on of hands” would then refer to the conferring of
spiritual blessings or gifts early in one’s Christian experience.
c. . Charles Simeon (Expository Outlines of the Whole
Bible[Zondervan], 19:227) has a different view, that these two
phrases are parenthetical and explanatory of the first two. By
“washings,” he understands the various cleansings of the law,
which pointed ahead to cleansing from sin and dead works
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through repentance. By “laying on of hands,” he understands
the laying of hands on the head of the sacrificial victim before it
was offered, pointing ahead to the believer’s faith in Christ as
his sacrifice for sin
3. *The resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment
a. As Paul taught in 1 Corinthians 15, if the dead are not raised,
then Christ is not raised and our entire faith is in vain.
e. Christian growth does not happen automatically; it takes deliberate effort along with
God’s enabling.
i. “Practice” (5:14) refers to a habit that is formed by deliberate effort.
ii. “Trained” is an athletic term that Paul uses in 1 Timothy 4:7, where he tells
Timothy to “discipline himself for the purpose of godliness.”
iii. No athlete excels by casual dabbling at his sport. He has a goal and he works at
it for hours every day, denying himself other pleasures that may detract from
his goal.
iv. For the Christian, the goal is godliness or holiness.
v. The command, “press on to maturity” (6:1), is a passive verb that has the
nuance of “being borne by God toward maturity.”
vi. It is the same word that Peter uses (2 Pet. 1:21) when he says that the men who
wrote Scripture were “moved by the Holy Spirit.”
vii. This word was used of a ship at sea being borne by the wind in its sails.
viii. It means that while spiritual growth is our responsibility and requires our effort,
beneath the whole process is God’s power.
ix. As Paul finely balances it, “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for
it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure”
(Phil. 2:12-13).
V.

Remedy to “dullness of hearing” (Piper)

“The problem with these Christians is not that milk is weak or that babes can't eat steak. The problem is
that babes are not exercising with the milk they have. You see the key word there in verse 14: you
become mature by "practice" or exercise or habitual responses to the milk. The problem is that the milk
of the Word is not producing muscle of faith. And the muscle of faith is not producing acts of
righteousness. This is how you grow from a baby Christian to a mature Christian: from the milk of the
Word to the muscle of faith to acts of righteousness.
But as soon as I wrote that down, I noticed that it's not quite right. It's true, I think, but it's not exactly
what this text says. Verse 14 does not say that the milk of the Word should produce new muscle; it says,
in effect, that milk should produce a new mind—the mind that can discern between good and evil.
"Because of practice [the mature] have their senses [internal, moral—spiritual senses] trained to discern
good and evil."
Now this is amazing. Don't miss it. It could save you years of wasted living. What verse 14 is saying is
that if you want to become mature and understand the more solid teachings of the Word, then the rich,
nutritional, precious milk of God's gospel promises must transform your moral senses—your spiritual
mind—so that you can discern between good and evil. Or let me put it another way. Getting ready to
feast on all God's Word is not first an intellectual challenge; it is first a moral challenge. If you want to
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eat the solid food of the Word, you must exercise your spiritual senses so as to develop a mind that
discerns between good and evil.
The startling truth is that, if you stumble over Melchizedek, it may be because you watch questionable
TV programs. If you stumble over the doctrine of election, it may be because you still use some shady
business practices. If you stumble over the God-centered work of Christ on the cross, it may be because
you love money and spend too much and give too little. The pathway to maturity and to solid biblical
food is not first becoming an intelligent person, but becoming an obedient person. What you do with
alcohol and sex and money and leisure and food and computer have more to do with your capacity for
solid food than where you go to school or what books you read.”
So the key to maturity (and the remedy for dullness of hearing) is not jumping from milk to meat. The
key is the way you drink the milk—what you do with the milk of the Word. So let me close with three
steps in how to grow with milk to maturity.
1. First you drink in the milk. That is, you listen to the milk of the Word—the message of God's promises in
the gospel. You read them yourself in the Bible and you sit under the preaching and teaching of God's
Word. And you give heed. You are earnest and diligent to apply your heart and mind to what is being
said. You are not passive and cavalier and indifferent—babes long for milk, and are incredibly focused
when they are thirsty.
2. Savor and swallow and digest and be satisfied. This is crucial. If this doesn't happen, the next stage of
discernment will not happen. Here is the miraculous spiritual event of loving what once you hated. You
love the taste of the milk: "Taste and see that the Lord is good" (Psalm 34:8). And when the promises of
God and the God of the promises are tasted, the milk satisfies. And when it satisfies, it transforms your
values and priorities, which leads to Step 3.
3. With a heart satisfied with God now, discern good and evil. There are hundreds of decisions that you
must make day in and day out which are not spelled out explicitly in the Bible. What to watch on TV,
political positions to take, investment strategies, vocation, insurance, retirement, business tactics,
where to live, what to drive, whether to own a gun, how to discipline your children, what to wear,
where to volunteer, how much to give, etc., etc.
It doesn't take discernment to know what's wrong if you have a list from God. Knowing when to murder
and when to steal and when to commit adultery take no discernment if you believe God gave the Ten
Commandments. So verse 14 is talking about decisions that are not laid down specifically in a list.
And it says that there is such a thing as discernment between good and evil. How does this discernment
come? It comes from habitually (by regular practice) nourishing and shaping your spiritual senses (the
word in verse 14 doesn't mean physical senses) by the Word of God until that word becomes a "word of
righteousness"—a discerning power, a word producing righteousness in the mature. Discernment is
what you do naturally when the milk of God's promises is so savored and so satisfying that it gives you
the mind of Christ.
This is the remedy for "dullness of hearing." Drink with delight until the desires of your heart are so
transformed as to become the discernment of good and evil .Then you will be mature and ready for
meat.
John Piper
VI.

If God permits. Five implications of these words
a. God governs the progress of sanctification (or maturity)
b. Permitting us to advance to maturity is all grace, and not permitting it is righteous
judgment.
i. We are by nature rebellious against God and guilty for it. God does not owe any
of us the grace to conquer our rebellion.
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ii. If God leaves us in our rebellion, he is righteous and just to do so. He owes us
nothing. We are rebels by nature, and deserve only punishment, not rescue.
iii. If you are saved this morning, it is all of grace. And if you persevere and make
progress toward maturity, it is all of grace. "This we will do, if God permits."
iv. And if he chooses not to permit it, he is not hindering our good will, he is leaving
us in our bad will. If we have a good will toward God, this is the work of grace
and we will make progress. And we should tremble with gratitude.
c. God sometimes wills that something come to pass which he forbids us to bring to pass.
i. That is, he sometimes decrees what he forbids. In this case, for example, he may
not permit someone to press on to maturity. Nevertheless he commands us to
press on to maturity. So he is decreeing immaturity while commanding
maturity.
ii. The clearest illustration of this in biblical history is God's plan for the death of
Jesus. God forbids murder: "Thou shalt not murder" (Exodus 20:13). And he
decrees that his Son be murdered. Acts 4:27–28:Truly in this city there were
gathered together against Thy holy servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both
Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to
do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose predestined to occur. What Herod and
Pilate and the Roman soldiers and the crowds shouting, "Crucify him," did was
all predestined to occur by God, and it was all sin. Thus God sometimes forbids
what he decrees: he forbids murder, and he decrees the murder of his Son for
the salvation of his people.
iii. This does not mean that God is a sinner, because there is a difference between
sinning and choosing for wise and holy purposes that sin be. The cross of Christ
is the clearest place for seeing this mystery. There are infinitely wise and holy
reasons for willing that his Son be sinfully killed.
iv. And in the same way there are wise and holy reasons for why he might not
permit someone to press on to maturity.
d. Nevertheless, it is our duty and our delight to press on to maturity
i. This whole book is written as incentive and help to press on to the holiness
without which we will not see the Lord. God's sovereignty in sanctification does
not remove our obligation. It enables it. "Work out your salvation with fear and
trembling. For it is God who is at work in you to will and to do his good
pleasure" (Philippians 2:12–13). God's sovereign work in us is our only hope that
we will press on to maturity
e. Finally, God's absolute sovereignty is a sweet place to rest
i. This writer is bending every effort to help these people persevere in faith (6:12)
and hold fast to their confession (4:14) and fight the evil heart of unbelief (3:12)
and pursue the holiness without which they will not see the Lord (12:14). He
warns and argues and pleads. And he is hopeful that God is at work in them, as
he says down in verse 9. But that is not finally where he rests.
ii. His final place of rest is the sovereignty of God. And I commend this resting
place to you. He is doing all that he can do. And he is calling them to vigilant
action. But in the end, he looks up and says, "Thy will be done concerning their
perseverance and maturity." He rests in God's sovereignty: "This we will
do, ifGod permits."
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iii. He is like Joab going into battle with his brother Abishai. He makes every
preparation and plan and then says to Abishai,
iv. Be strong, and let us show ourselves courageous for the sake of our people and
for the cities of our God; and may the LORD do what is good in His sight. (2
Samuel 10:12)
v. We have done all that we can do in preparation. We will fight with all our might.
But in the end not we, but the Lord, will advance the victory or not. So there is
where we rest: "May the Lord do what is good in his sight."
vi. That is where God calls you to rest this morning. Life is complex and full of
uncertainties. We work hard. We make preparations. We plan. We preach. We
persuade. We write. We try every way that we know to do all the good we can
do for a perishing, God-profaning world. And when all is said and done, we say,
"This will bear fruit, if the Lord permits." "May the Lord do what seems good to
him."
vii. Come to him this morning and put your faith his sovereign goodness and
wisdom and power. It is the sweetest, safest resting place in the universe.

Part two: When Repentance Becomes Impossible: Hebrews 6: 4-8
4

It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who
have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the
coming age 6 and who have fallen[a] away, (RSV: “if they commit apostasy”) to be brought back to
repentance. To their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public
disgrace. 7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for
whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. 8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless
and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.
I.

Introduction
a. We come to what is arguably the most difficult passage in the New Testament to
interpret
b. There are multiple views on how to interpret the passage, none of them are able to
answer all of the difficulties that confront us in this text.
c. Brings us to those Stedman calls “the stillborn”
d. It is impossible to restore again to repentance these who experience certain Spirit-given
blessings, if they shall fall away. The problem of the passage is: How can anyone
experience all of this and not be Christian? And, if he is Christian, how can he fall away,
without any hope of restoration? It is over these issues that the battle has waged hot
throughout the Christian ages.
e. Can we take these expressions here as describing anything other than Spirit-produced,
authentic Christian life?
f. I believe that the author has been purposely vague in his use of terms in our text. Some
of the terms or expressions in our passage are not common, so that we can understand
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them from occurrences elsewhere in the Bible. This vagueness allows for a wider range
of possible meanings, making the interpretation of our text more difficult. My point is
that the “hardness” of our text is not accidental, but purposeful.

II.

Why did God Inspired Hard texts (Piper and Deffinbaugh )
a. Desperation:
i. Hard texts force us to recognize our inability to grasp them, and thus we see our
need to depend upon the Holy Spirit to enable us to understand God’s Word:
ii. The unbeliever does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him. And he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually
discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14).
b. Supplication
i. The hard texts bring us to our knees, beseeching God to help us understand
them:
ii. Guide me into your truth and teach me. For you are the God who delivers me;
on you I rely all day long (Psalm 25:5).
iii. Open my eyes so I can truly see the marvelous things in your law! (Psalm
119:18)
c. Cogitation
i. While the Holy Spirit illuminates the Scriptures, we must also exert ourselves to
understand them. The hard texts force us to think, pondering the words until
the meaning becomes clear to us.
ii. Think about what I am saying and the Lord will give you understanding of all this
(2 Timothy 2:7).
d. Education
i. Those who have struggled with hard texts can then instruct others, so that they
can also help those who seek to understand what God is teaching:
ii. And entrust what you heard me say in the presence of many others as witnesses
to faithful people who will be competent to teach others as well (2 Timothy 2:2).
e. Humility
i. The hard texts keep us from becoming arrogant about our knowledge of
Scripture. The hard texts humble us, which is the beginning of wisdom.
ii. May he show the humble what is right! May he teach the humble his way!
(Psalm 25:9)
iii. When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom
(Proverbs 11:2).
f.

Hard work
i. God buries His secrets deep so that we have to dig for them. It is those who are
willing to work hard who will get the meaning of the hard texts.
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g. 1 My child, if you receive my words, and store up my commands within you, 2 by making
your ear attentive to wisdom, and by turning your heart to
i. understanding, 3 indeed, if you call out for discernment – raise your voice for
understanding – 4 if you seek it like silver, and search for it like hidden
treasure, 5 then you will understand how to fear the Lord, and you will discover
knowledge about God. 6 For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth comes
knowledge and understanding. 7 He stores up effective counsel for the
upright, and is like a shield for those who live with integrity, 8 to guard the paths
of the righteous and to protect the way of his pious ones (Proverb s 2:1-8).

III.

Six views of the text.
a. Remember: (Deffinbaugh)
i. those who hold to these divergent interpretations are genuine believers, men
and women of integrity. We would do well not to characterize those who hold
views different from ours as poor students or false teachers.
ii. There is no need for hostility here nor for attacking those who hold different
views, if they have sincerely studied the Scriptures and have sought to discern
God’s leading in these matters.
b. The Historically Unique View
i. Main elements:
1. This is a unique situation.
2. Thus its application to us is minimized.
ii. Positive aspects:
1. The historical setting is taken into consideration in the interpretation.
iii. Difficulties:
1. It sets a bad precedent. No circumstance described in Scripture is ever
identical to our circum-stances. Do we take this same interpretive
approach with every passage that has its own setting?
2. The failure of the first generation of Israelites in the desert was unique,
and yet both the author of Psalm 95 and the author of Hebrews
believed that there were lessons for us to learn from Israel’s failures.
Paul applies the same lessons in 1 Corinthians 10:1-13.
3. It blunts the force of the author’s argument.
c. Arminian view: True believers lose their salvation if they fall away from Christ
i. Consistent Armenians, however, teach that salvation depends on man’s will to
believe in Christ
ii. Since man does it, man can undo it. He can “step away” from God
iii. Serious sin results in a loss of salvation
iv. They say that Hebrews 6 describes a believer who loses his salvation
v. Future salvation is not assured (no eternal security).
vi. The warning concerns eternal judgment (hell).
vii. Positive aspects:
1. It appears to take the description of those warned at face value.
2. It appears to take the warnings literally.
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viii. Problems:
1. First, many biblical texts teach that true believers cannot be lost
a. John 6:39-40;
b. John 10:27-30;
c. Rom. 8:28-39
2. Second, if true believers can be lost, then our text teaches that it is
impossible for them to regain their salvation. Most Arminians do not
want to go there!
d. Non-lordship salvation view: Genuine Christians can deny the faith and yet remain
saved, although they lose their rewards in heaven, as well as encounter severe discipline
in this life.
i. Supported by Zane Hodges (Bible Knowledge Commentary, Hebrews ) and R. T.
Kendall
ii. hold to a decisional view of salvation
iii. they reduce saving faith to a notional (“mental”) assent that does not include
repentance.
iv. Once a person believes in Christ, he is eternally secure no matter what his
subsequent life is like. He may later become an atheist or he may live in gross
sin for the rest of his life. But because he once “believed,” he is eternally secure.
v. See James and 1 John, faith without works is dead
vi. “By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His
commandments. The one who says, ‘I have come to know Him,’ and does not
keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:3-4)
vii. Main elements:
1. Those warned are viewed as genuine Christians.
2. Future salvation is assured for every true believer.
3. The warnings concern future rewards and earthly discipline.
viii. Positive aspects:
1. The warnings apply to Christians (just as the exhortations do).
2. The warnings are taken seriously, as a very real possibility.
3. This view undergirds assurance and confidence in one’s confession.
ix. Difficulties:
1. Is “earthly discipline” as severe as the description of the judgment on
the one who falls away?
2. Is “earthly discipline” severe enough to match the description of
judgment?
e. Stedman’s view (“the stillborn”)
i. In verse 3 “if God permits” reveals the possibility of prolonged immaturity, of
remaining in one place all your Christian life.
1. Chapter 3 God says of certain ones “I swear in my wrath, they shall
never enter my rest”
ii. The phrases “Those who have been enlightened”: eyes have been opened to
their desperate need of a savior “
1. "And have tasted the heavenly gift."
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2. are those who have known a personal encounter with Christ, they
have "tasted of the heavenly gift."
3. "Become partakers of the Holy Spirit."
4. to enter into the joy of the promises of God
5. "And the powers of the age to come,"
6. they have already experienced the miracle of release and deliverance
in their life
iii. He separates “conception” from “birth”
1. Just as physical life does not start at birth but rather conception
2. Spiritual life does start at conception, when the Word first meets with
faith
3. Then a “gestation period” when true Spirit-imparted life can fail and
result in a stillbirth
4. A time when new Christians are more like embryos, forming little by
little in the womb, feed by the faith and vitality of others.
5. the critical moment is when the individual is asked to obey the Lord at
cost to himself, contrary to his own will and desire. When, in other
words, the Lordship of Christ
6. That is the true moment of birth. "If any man will come after me," said
Jesus, "let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me,"
(Matthew 16:24).
7. In grace, the Lord may make this appeal over the course of a number of
years. But if it is ultimately refused, this is a stillbirth
8. If this step is refused and the decision is made to reject the claims of
Christ to Lordship and control, there follows, as Hebrews points out, a
hardening, blinding process which, if allowed to continue, may lead such
a one to drop out of church, and in effect, to renounce his Christian
faith
9. Is this not what the Lord Jesus describes in that parable of the sower in
Matthew 13? "Some seed," he says, "fell on rocky ground" (Matthew
13:20) (not gravelly ground, but ground where there was an underlying
layer of rock). These are those who receive the word with joy and
endure for a while, but when persecution or tribulation arises,
immediately they fall away
iv. This brings us to the explanation for this hopelessness, this impossibility of
return
1. Why is it that God will not permit them to go on in understanding more
truth?
2. they are re-crucifying Christ
3. They are repudiating the principle of the cross.
4. They become, as Paul terms it in Philippians, "enemies of the cross of
Christ," (Philippians 3:18).
5. From that point on their lives deteriorate and they shame the
profession they once made.
v. We all have some example of individuals that walked with God in a powerful
way only to move away from the faith. he no longer makes any Christian
profession.

13

vi. John tells us there are certain ones "who went out from us, but they were not of
us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued
1. with us; but they went out, that it might be plain that they all are not of
us," (1 John 2:19). There is a conversion of the head that never reaches
the heart.
2. the case of Judas who for three years accompanied the Lord in his
ministry, was sent out with the Twelve, and given power to heal, to cast
out demons, to preach the gospel. But at the end, despite the
manifestations of Spirit-given power, there was no faith and he turned
and went out into the dark night of betrayal.

f.

The hypothetical view: the author is speaking of something that cannot happen, but is
using it as a warning to press on.
i. Dr. Ryrie explains (and seemingly advocates) this view in the footnote in The
Ryrie Study Bible [Moody Press]
ii. Charles Spurgeon advocated a version of the hypothetical view
iii. To “fall away” is impossible (since, according to this view, true believers are
eternally secure), but the phrase is placed in the sentence to strengthen the
warning
iv. If a believer could apostatize, he would be eternally doomed (which will never
happen), and thus there is no reason to continue to dwell on the ABC’s of the
faith. This is the reason for moving from milk to meat.
v. Main elements:
1. It addresses believers hypothetically.
2. An apostate cannot be restored to salvation.
3. One should press on toward maturity.
vi. Positive aspects:
1. It is consistent with the doctrine of eternal security.
2. It seeks to urge people on to maturity.
vii. Problems:
1. First, it is an utterly confusing way to make the point.
2. Second, a hypothetical warning is no warning at all
a. If there were an impossibly high fence around the precipice, and
no one could ever climb over it, even if he tried, then what need
is there to warn someone not to fall over the edge?
3. It doesn’t mean what the text appears to say
4. It undermines the warnings
5. It is an inferior motivation for growth

g. The Calvinistic View or “the false believer view”: the author is speaking of those who are
associated with the church and its blessings, but are not truly saved
h. .
i. says that the people described in 6:4-5 are in the Hebrew church and appear to
be saved
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ii. But at some point, usually a crisis, their true colors come through. They
repudiate their faith in Christ, go back either to Judaism or to the world, and
side with those who crucified the Son of God.
iii. In effect, their lives, if not their words, say to people, “I tried faith in Christ, but
it didn’t work! It was a sham! I was on the inside, so I know what I am talking
about. The Christian faith is worthless!”
iv. For such apostates, the author says, “it is impossible to renew them again to
repentance.” They have hardened their hearts against the truth that they were
exposed to. Although they looked for a while as if they were saved, their lives
now show that they never were saved.
v. Main elements:
1. Those warned and disciplined are not true believers.
2. Only an unbeliever can apostatize or fall away from the faith.
3. The warning of eternal judgment is for unbelievers.
vi. Positive aspects:
1. It is consistent with the doctrine of eternal security.
2. It means that a Christian can never lose his faith.
3. It takes the warning of judgment seriously (for unbelievers).
vii. Problems:
1. First, the terms in 6:4-5 sound as if they are describing true believers,
not false believers. Why would the author pile up all of these terms if he
is describing false believers?
2. Second, if they were not truly saved, then what is there to fall away
from? How can they be renewed to repentance if they never truly
repented in the first place?
3. The emphasis falls on unbelievers, rather than believers (to whom the
author appears to have consistently been speaking up to this point).
4. Does this view undermine the confidence and assurance of believers in
their confession?
5. Will true believers always be doubtful of their salvation?

IV.

How to decide
a. Which view best fits with the argument, context and situation that the book of Hebrews
addresses?
i. the Book of Hebrews was written to a group of Jewish believers in Christ who
were tempted under the threat of persecution to return to Judaism
ii. In chapters 3 & 4, the author used the negative example of Israel in the
wilderness (from Psalm 95) to warn these Hebrew Christians not to fall away
because of an evil, unbelieving heart (3:7-12, 15; 4:3, 5, 7). He urges them not to
fail to enter God’s rest through disobedience and unbelief (3:18; 4:6, 11). He
tells them, “We have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning
of our assurance firm until the end” (3:14).
iii. the entire nation had put the blood on their doorposts, which is analogous to
saving faith
iv. all passed through the Red Sea, which is a type of baptism (1 Cor. 10:2)
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v. all ate the same spiritual food and drank water from the rock, which was a type
of Christ
vi. all lived under the illumination and protection of the cloud and the pillar of fire
vii. all enjoyed these many spiritual benefits, and yet most of them were not
genuinely saved
viii. In his wrath, God laid them low in the wilderness and they did not enter His rest
ix. this was a corporate experience of Israel in the wilderness. All of them had
tasted God’s good word of promise by coming out of slavery in Egypt. But not all
were saved through personal faith.
x. There are many parallels between Israel’s experience in the wilderness and the
terms that the author uses in 6:4-5
xi. They had participated in a corporate sense in God’s abundant blessings of
salvation, but now they were tempted to return to Judaism
xii. Verse 9 reinforces this interpretation, when the author says, “We are convinced
of better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation….” The
word “and” is epexegetical, or explanatory. It may be translated, “that is.”
“Better things” most likely refers back to the five things mentioned in 6:4-5
xiii. The tense changes at verse 9
b. Which view fits with other biblical texts and examples?
i. other biblical texts that talk about insincere repentance.
1. Balaam seemingly repented when the angel confronted him, but it was
not a repentance unto salvation (Num. 22:34; 31:16; compare 2 Pet.
2:15; Jude 11).
2. Judas felt remorse for betraying Jesus and even returned the silver, but
his “repentance” was not unto salvation (Matt. 27:3-5).
3. Peter condemned the apostates who, “after they have escaped the
defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last
state has become worse for them than the first. For it would be better
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having
known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to
them” (2 Pet. 2:20-21).
ii. Hebrews 6:7-8 immediately follow this section, very similar to parable of Jesus
in Matthew 13:24-29 (Parable of the Weeds)

V.

Four questions about this warning (piper)
a. What is the danger?
i. The danger is real lostness forever—the final curse of God and the fire of hell.
He is not talking about a mere temporal disciplining of the child of God. He is
talking about a final fiery curse
1. Justification: The Contrast Between the Farmlands
a. 2 fields represent two kinds of persons: one a fruitful person.
The other a fruitless person
b. The fruitless field is worthless, cursed, destined for burning
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c. Hebrews 6:7-8 immediately follow this section, very similar to
parable of Jesus in Matthew 13:24-29 (Parable of the Weeds)
b. What brings this danger to pass?
i. more than a simple change of mind is involved
ii. What's involved is a life that is persistently fruitless
iii. It's the problem of 5:14 where they are unwilling to put their faith into practice,
and so their faculties are getting dull, right and wrong are becoming hazy, and
the writer says, if you don't stop drifting (2:1) and neglecting your salvation (2:3)
and forsaking the assembling of yourselves together (10:25), you are going to be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin and fall away from the living God (3:12–13)
c. Can this happen to true believers?
i. Piper’s answer is NO. It can't (reflects Piper’s interpretation of the text, Later)
ii. We have become [note the tense of the verb!] partakers of Christ, if we hold
fast the beginning or our assurance [well-grounded assurance, not false
assurance] firm until the end. (NASB). Note carefully: it does not say that you
will become a partaker of Christ if you persevere. It says you HAVE become a
partaker if you persevere
iii. Hebrews 10:14 For by a single offering [Christ] has perfected for all time those
who are sanctified [literally: "those who are being sanctified"].

VI.

d. Should we apply this warning to ourselves?
i. Piper’s answer is Yes. We should. For at least two reasons
1. The Existence of the Book of Hebrews: They are going to persevere. But
he knew this when he started writing this warning in chapter 6 just five
verses earlier. So, I conclude from this that the writer wants people
whom he is very confident about to read his warning and take it to
heart
2. The Description of Who Can Fall Away
3. Consider Hebrews 3: 12-13, “12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none
of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living
God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,”
so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.14 We have
come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly
to the very end. 15 As has just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts
as you did in the rebellion.”
Applications
a. it is dangerous to traffic in Christian matters, but to reject or disobey the light that god
has graciously given to us
b. it is dangerous to profess faith in Christ but to have no evidence of fruit in your life
c. it is dangerous not to practice frequent repentance
d. it is dangerous not to worry about this warning if your heart is callused, or to worry
excessively about it if your heart is tender
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Part three: Things That Accompany Salvation (Hebrews 6:9-12)
Though we speak thus, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things that belong to
salvation. For God is not so unjust as to overlook your work and the love which you showed for his
sake in serving the saints, as you still do. And we desire each one of you to show the same
earnestness in realizing the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but
imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. (Hebrews 6:9-12 RSV)
I.

“The fruit growers”
a. He is fearful that there may be some in the flock who are in danger of doing that. But he
knows that this is not true of the majority
b. He wants them to know that his words do not come from anger, but from love and
concern
c. So in 6:9, he changes his focus from warning to encouragement
i. He addresses them as “beloved” (the only time in Hebrews)
ii. tells them, “We are convinced of better things concerning you, that is, things
that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way
d. statement implies the warning pertains to those in the church who may not be
genuinely saved
e. he wants to encourage the majority to press on in endurance to maturity
f. Note:
i. Genuine salvation is always accompanied by visible evidence
ii. love for others is work that requires diligence, faithfulness, and patience.
iii. Diligent, faithful service to others out of love for God will strengthen your
assurance of salvation
iv. One key to diligent, faithful service to God is to imitate those who through faith
and patience inherit the promises

II.

Four Things to See in Hebrews 6:10 pg 209
a. First, it talks about God's memory: God will not forget your work and your love for his
name. He will remember
b. Second, it talks about God's justice. So his memory of your works of love is based on his
justice.
c. Third, it talks about our service toward the saints: This is Christians in the church having
an eye to caring for each other and meeting each other's needs
d. Fourth, it talks about the love we have shown toward the name of God.
e. don't mix up the service to the saints in the last part of the verse, and the love to the
name of God in the middle of the verse. They are not identical
Questions
a. how do those four things relate to each other?
b. Can this verse show us the way God means for those things to interconnect so that we
will be protected from confusing them or neglecting them or interchanging them or
letting one thing get lost in another thing?
c. Can we let the interrelationships of this verse renew and transform our minds so that
the very framework and form of our thinking will be like God's Word and not man's?
d. What is the relationship between serving the saints and showing love to the name of
God?

III.
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IV.

e. What is the relationship between God's memory of these things and his justice? Why is
it a matter of divine justice that our work of serving the saints be remembered?
Answers
a. Serving Saints and Loving God
i. Virtually all the translations agree that the relationship here is between the end
you are pursuing and the way that you go about pursuing it
ii. The end pursued is showing love to God's name, and the way to go about
pursuing it is to serve the saints
iii. We can imagine someone—or a whole ministry—saying: "See! Love for the
name of God is virtually equivalent to loving people." And so what really
matters is caring about people. And so they give all their energies there, and
hallowing God's name evaporates into religious humanitarianism. God ceases to
be worshiped and he begins to be used
iv. It says that God will remember our love shown to his name. This is the focus of
God's memory
v. The love he remembers is toward his name. It is Godward. It is God-focused. Yes
it comes to expression in service to the saints. But it does not evaporate in
service to the saints. It is alive and vital in that service. It shapes it and carries it
and sustains it. But the service is for the sake of the name not vice versa
b. Why Is God's Response a Matter of His Justice?
i. First a wrong answer, and a very dangerous one, it would go like this: justice
means a day's wage for a day's work. We put in a day's work serving the saints,
and God is obliged to give us a day's wage for that service. It's a matter of
justice. In other words, we obligate God by calling attention to the worth of our
service
ii. What obliges the justice of God to remember our love is not the worth of our
service, but the worth of his name. When we serve and work out of love for that
name, what we are calling attention to is the worth of his name

Part four: An Anchor for Your Soul (Hebrews 6:13-20)
The Certainty of God’s Promise
13

When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he
swore by himself, 14 saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.”[a] 15 And so after
waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.
16

People swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts an
end to all argument. 17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to
the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18 God did this so that, by two
unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the
hope set before us may be greatly encouraged. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and
secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on
our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.(NIV)
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I.

II.

III.

Introduction
a. Hebrews was writing to:
i. people who were facing hardship
ii. tempted to abandon Christ and return to Judaism.
b. They are:
i. being urged to persevere by putting their focus on the superiority of Jesus
Christ and the salvation that He has provided.
ii. instilled with biblical hope—not just a positive, cheerful disposition—but a
steady attitude of joy based on the promises of God, who cannot lie.
c. Author uses a metaphor used only here in the Bible, of an anchor.
i. The main reason a ship needs an anchor is to ride out storms so that it is not
blown off course or into the rocks or reefs nearby.
ii. Even in a safe harbor, a ship needs an anchor so that it will not drift, hit
something, and sink.
iii. Whether in the storms of life or in the harbor during the calm times of life, we
all need an anchor for our souls so that we do not destroy our lives.
d. The certain hope of our future salvation is an anchor to steady our souls while we wait
on God in present storms
What is “this hope”?
a. “strong encouragement”;
b. “hope.”
c. since Jesus Himself is our hope, that He is our anchor.
d. God’s sure promises give us strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before
us. In the final sense, we do not hope in hope itself, but in Christ, and all that is
promised in Him. But it seems to me that the anchor is the certain hope of salvation that
God has provided in Christ. In the storms of life, if we take hold of the hope of His
salvation, we will have the steadiness for our souls that we need to endure
The hope of our future salvation is certain
a. He uses Abraham as an example of one who through faith and patience inherited the
promises (6:12)
b. He gives four reasons why our hope of salvation in Christ is certain:
i. our hope of future salvation is certain because God’s promises have never
failed any that trusted in them… including Abraham, think of his story
ii. our hope of future salvation is certain because God’s purpose is unchangeable
1. The Greek word translated “desiring” (6:17) is cognate with the noun
“purpose” (same verse), and points to “the deliberate exercise of
volition” (G. Abbott-Smith, A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New
Testament [Charles Scribner’s Sons], p. 84). It means that God purposed
to show the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose,
which here refers specifically to installing His Son as a high priest
forever according to the order of Melchizedek (6:20). This points to His
purpose to be glorified by sending His Son to save a people, “the heirs
of the promise,” for His name.It is inconceivable that the Sovereign God
would purpose to send His Son to redeem a people for His glory, but
then leave the fulfillment of that purpose up to the so-called “free will”
of rebellious sinners who are, to use Charles Wesley’s phrase, “fast
bound in sin and nature’s night” (“And Can It Be”)! If God had left
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salvation up to the will of fallen sinners, none would be saved, because
there is none who seeks for God (Rom. 3:10-18).
2. God calls His people here “heirs of the promise.” Heirs do not choose to
be heirs. If we could choose to be heirs, we’d all be waiting in line for
the fortunes of the Kennedy’s or the Rockefeller’s. Heirs are chosen by
the one who owns the estate. It is his prerogative to choose one person
and overlook another, because it is his estate and he has the right to
dispense it as he chooses.

IV.

iii. our hope of future salvation is certain because God’s person is incapable of
lying
1. The author states the obvious, “it is impossible for God to lie” (6:18). If
He lied, He would deny His very nature as the God of truth, whose very
word is truth (Isa. 65:16; John 14:6; 17:17). If God has said that Jesus
has made purification for our sins (Heb. 1:4), and that He has entered
within the veil as our forerunner as a high priest after the order of
Melchizedek (6:20), then it is true and we dare not question Him!
iv. our hope of future salvation is certain because God’s pledge backs up His
promise
The hope of our future salvation is an anchor to steady our souls in present trials
a. future salvation is secure for all that have taken refuge in Christ
b. having taken refuge in Christ, we now must take hold of the hope of our future salvation
c. the hope of our future salvation anchors us to wait on God in present storms
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Outline Hebrews less 4
Hebrews 3:7 – 4:13
I. Considering the Context: Where We Are In Hebrews
a. The author’s style is to alternate between exposition and exhortation.
a. In Hebrews 1, we learned that the Son – Jesus Christ – is
i. God’s full and final revelation to man.
ii.

He is vastly superior to every created thing because He is the Creator, and as
such,

iii. He is vastly higher than the angels.
b. In Hebrews 2:1-4, we are to pay very careful attention to what God has revealed to us
through Him:
i. Therefore we must pay closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do
not drift away.
ii. For if the message spoken through angels proved to be so firm that every
violation or disobedience received its just penalty,
iii. how will we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was first
communicated through the Lord and was confirmed to us by those who heard
him,
iv. while God confirmed their witness with signs and wonders and various miracles
and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will (Hebrews 2:1-4).

c. In the remaining verses of chapter 2 (verses 5-18), we are shown, to our great wonder,
that the Son set aside the glory of heaven to become “a little lower than the
angels” (2:9).
i. He did this in order to qualify Himself to “taste death for everyone,” thereby
becoming a Savior and a faithful and merciful High Priest to all who believe.
ii. The wonder of it all is that in so doing, He accomplishes redemption for fallen
man2 and restoration to His original glory and honor, as God had created
them.3
d. In chapter 3, the author sets out to show us the supremacy of the Son in yet another
way.
i. the Lord Jesus Christ – is greater than Moses,
ii. Moses was faithful “in all God’s house” (3:2), while the Lord Jesus was
faithful “over God’s house” (3:6).
iii. Moses was faithful as a part of the house (3:2-3), while Jesus was faithful as
the builder of the house (3:3).
iv. Moses was faithful as a “servant” (3:5); Jesus was faithful as a “Son” (3:6).
v. The “therefore” in verse 7 of chapter 3 indicates that our author connects
verses 7-19 (and beyond) with what has already been said.

vi. “Therefore” we should focus our attention on Jesus, the Apostle and High

Priest, whom we confess. He is greater than Moses (3:1-6). If the Son is greater
than Moses, then we really do need to “hear His voice” (3:7).

II. We Are the House of God, IF… Hebrews 3:6b
"Whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end."
a. This "if" is serious. We are his household—we are God's people, we are God's possession
and inheritance, that is, we are saved—if?
b. What does this mean? Two possible views of this in the Christian community.
i. Arminianism: after a man named Arminius, a theologian in the Middle Ages.
This view suggests that it is possible to lose our faith after we have once
become the habitation of the Most High. This view says: we can enter the
house of God, become part of it, that Christ can come to dwell in our hearts,
we can be the tabernacle of the Most High, and then, later on, because we

fail to lay hold of all that God gives us and we sin, we lose all we have
gained, Christ leaves us and we lose our salvation.
ii. BUT: in John 10:28, Jesus said: "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me, and I give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish." Why? "Because no one is able to take them out of my Father's
hand," he says. "My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all,
and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand," (John 10:29
RSV)
Romans 8, Verse 35, asks, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?"
Paul goes on to list all the possibilities, then he declares, "No in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us," (Romans
8:37 RSV).
These verses make it difficult to take that view.
iii. Second possible meaning: From Reformed theology: saving faith is

God’s gift, imparted to us when He saves us. Salvation originates with
God and depends totally on His purpose and power. Since He
promises to complete what He began to the praise of His glorious
grace, all of God’s elect will persevere in faith unto eternal life.
1. This view, holds that there is such a thing as false faith. It is

possible to profess faith in Christ, later to fall away from the
faith, thus demonstrating that their faith was not genuine.
2. But saving faith, perseveres. Continuance in the faith is the
evidence that our faith is from God, and not from man.
3. Persevering faith is not effortless or automatic. God ordains
the means as well as the ends. God’s sovereignty in salvation
never negates human responsibility. God elects all whom He
saves, but the elect are responsible to repent of their sins and
believe in Jesus Christ. We are exhorted to persevere in faith.
once having professed to receive the Lord Jesus, once having him
come in,
4. if then we do not manifest signs of new life, if nothing happens to
our behavior as a result of this, we have simply been self-deceived.
We never had faith despite the external appearance, the religious
observances that we have gone through.
5. This is the danger this whole book faces.
6. The writer is not speaking of one who deliberately tries to pass
himself off as a Christian, knowing in himself he is not. There are
those who join a church because they think it is good for business,
or it helps their status or prestige in the community, but they know
they are not Christians.

7. But he is talking here about some who have fallen into a selfconfident delusion and who feel themselves to be Christians. They
have gone through every possible prescribed ritual to identify
themselves with Christianity. Because of this they feel they are
Christians. They believe the right things, they hold the right creed,
they have orthodoxy in every bone of their body. They are rigid
about the proclamation of the truth and conform to doctrine in
every degree. But they are self-deceived, for as they are unable to
manifest what God has come into human hearts to produce, they
reveal that there never was faith in the beginning. So, in Hebrews
continuance is the ultimate proof of reality.
c. A Condition for Being, not Becoming
i. Verse 6 does not say: you will become God's house if you hold fast to your
hope.
ii. It says, "We are God's house" if we hold fast to confidence and hope.
iii. Hebrews 3:6 teaches that "if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of
our hope firm to the end, we show that we are God's house." This is
what defines the household of God: God's people hope in God. God's people
are confident in God. They hold fast to God as their boast. That's the human
trait and evidence of belonging God's household
1. Another support for this: in verse 1 the readers are called "partakers
of a heavenly calling." It says, "Therefore, holy brethren, partakers
of a heavenly calling . . . " So the writer is assuming that his
readers are already partakers of God's heavenly call. They are not
just hearers of the call; they are partakers of—sharers in—the call.
So when he puts a big "if" on this in verse 6—if you hold fast to your
confidence in God—he means: you are the household of God, and
the evidence of this is your persevering confidence and hope in God
to the end.
2. jump to verse 14 : we have an "if" statement much like verse 6: "We
have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of
our assurance firm until the end." Being "partakers of Christ" in
verse 14 is virtually the same as being "partakers of the heavenly
calling" in verse 1. And both are the same as "being God's house" in
verse 6.
3. But notice the wording carefully here in verse 14, because it is a
strong confirmation that we are on the right track. It says, "We have
become partakers of Christ, if we hold our assurance to the end."
The condition is future: "If we hold fast assurance to the end." But
the effect of the condition relates to the past: "We have
become partakers of Christ." So it's clear that the point here is not:
hold fast to your assurance in order to become in the future a
partaker of Christ. The point is: hold fast to your assurance in order
to show (prove, evidence, demonstrate) that you are a partaker of
Christ.
4. what conclusion should we draw if we do not hold fast our
assurance (in the past)? I believe the answer is: Then we have not

become partakers of Christ. It would be wrong to say, "If we do not
hold fast our assurance, then even though we were once partakers
of Christ, nevertheless now we lose our part in Christ." That is the
opposite of what this verse says. It says, We have become partakers
of Christ, if we hold fast our assurance to the end; and if we
do not hold fast to our assurance to the end, then we have not
become a partaker of Christ. Not holding fast to our assurance does
not make us lose our salvation; it shows that we were not truly
saved.
5. Over and over again the writer urges us to persevere in our hope
and not to throw away our confidence, because this is the living
evidence that we truly have become partakers of Christ. For
example:
a. Hebrews 2:1—For this reason we must pay much closer
attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.
b. Hebrews 3:6—We are his house, if we hold fast our
confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
c. Hebrews 3:14—For we have become partakers of Christ, if
we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the
end . . .
d. Hebrews 6:11–12—And we desire that each one of you
show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance
of hope until the end, that you may not be sluggish, but
imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit
the promises.
e. Hebrews 10:23—Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful .
f. Hebrews 10:35—Therefore, do not throw away your
confidence, which has a great reward.
g. Hebrews 12:1—Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every
encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.
d. “If” statements are not restricted to the Book of Hebrews
i. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of
God lives in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, this
person does not belong to him (Romans 8:9, emphasis mine).
ii. And if children, then heirs (namely, heirs of God and also fellow heirs with
Christ) – if indeed we suffer with him so we may also be glorified with
him (Romans 8:17, emphasis mine).
iii. Notice therefore the kindness and harshness of God – harshness toward
those who have fallen, but God’s kindness toward you, provided you
continue in his kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off (Romans 11:22,
emphasis mine).

iv. Put yourselves to the test to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!
Or do you not recognize regarding yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you
– unless, indeed, you fail the test! (2 Corinthians 13:5, emphasis mine)
v. 22 But now he has reconciled you by his physical body through death to
present you holy, without blemish, and blameless before him – 23 if indeed
you remain in the faith, established and firm, without shifting from the
hope of the gospel that you heard. This gospel has also been preached in all
creation under heaven, and I, Paul, have become its servant (Colossians
1:22-23, emphasis mine).
vi. Now by this we know that we have come to know God: if we keep his
commandments (1 John 2:3, emphasis mine).
e. The “if texts” are not intended to teach or imply that salvation is by works. those who are
truly saved are those who will also persevere to the end. We are encouraged to draw near
because we are saved, not to work harder in order to be saved.
f. The purpose of this epistle is not to create doubt, but to turn our attention to Jesus. Let’s not
lose sight of what the Book of Hebrews is all about. It is an epistle that is addressed to a
church, made up mainly of true believers. Over time, these believers, like us, can grow cold
in their walk with the Lord, cold in their love for Christ and for men, much like the saints in
Laodicea: (Revelation 3:14-22).
g. The Hebrews were not to look back to Judaism, nor to the Old Covenant, nor even to great
men like Moses. They were to look to Jesus, the author and finisher of the faith (Hebrews
3:1; 12:2). The “if passages” are intended to call our attention to our spiritual condition.
And, whether good or bad, the exhortation is the same.
h. In twentieth century in America it is even more important that we hear it and understand it,
because we are confronted by voices in books and radio and sermons and songs that use
the term "unconditional" carelessly—as in the terms, "unconditional love" and
"unconditional acceptance," for instance. And very often when it is used, there is no effort
to make sound biblical distinctions between what is unconditional—like God's electing
love—and what is not unconditional—like God's justifying and glorifying love.

III. A Warning Against Hardness of Heart (Hebrews 3:7-11)
a. Has elements similar to the “Parable of the sower”:
i. You see someone make a profession of faith in Christ, followed by dramatic
changes in his life, then a difficult trial hits. His faith is shaken. He stops
coming to church and begins to avoid other Christians. Soon he is back into
his old ways. And you wonder, “What happened? Was his conversion
genuine? Can Christians lose their salvation?”
ii. In the parable of the sower. Jesus said that the seed of the gospel falls on
four kinds of soils: the hard road; the thin soil over a hard rocky layer; the
soil infested with thorns; and, the good soil. I just described the seed that
fell on the rocky soil. In Jesus’ words, “When they hear the word,
immediately [they] receive it with joy; and they have no firm root in

themselves, but are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution
arises because of the word, immediately they fall away” (Mark 4:16-17).
Neither they nor the thorny ground persevere to bear fruit unto eternal life.
iii. The author of Hebrews is concerned that his readers may be the rocky soil
that withers under affliction or persecution. They were in danger of going
back to a more comfortable life in their old Jewish religion because of the
imminent threat of persecution in their newfound Christian faith.
b. Hebrews 3:7-11: Psalm 95
i. Psalm 95, in its entirety was the call to worship in the Jewish synagogues.
1.

It tells about a people who had been redeemed from Egypt by
applying the blood of the Passover lamb to their homes. They had
been “baptized” into Moses through the cloud that enveloped them
and through the Red Sea (1 Cor. 10:2). They had eaten the heavenly
manna and drank water from the rock. Seemingly, they were a
“redeemed” people. Yet, as Paul states, “with most of them God
was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness” (1
Cor. 10:5). As he goes on to say, “these things happened as
examples,” so that we would not fall into their same sins.

2. First, we observe that the psalm divides into two distinct portions
(verses 1-7a, and 7b-11).You will note that the author of Hebrews
cites only the second half of the psalm, in its entirety.
a. The first half of the psalm is a call to assemble and to
worship God. One of the prominent themes of this worship
is the greatness of God as evident in His creation. He is the
Creator, and all creation is the work of His hands. This
corresponds to what we have read in Hebrews 1:2, 10-12.
b.

Verses 7b-11 are the second half of the psalm, which the
author of Hebrews cites in its entirety. These verses are a
word of warning, based upon Israel’s failures in the
wilderness over a period of forty years. In effect, the
psalmist is saying: “Come, let us gather to worship and
praise our Creator (7:1-7a), and if we do not, we are in
danger of becoming hard of heart and disobedient, just like
the Israelites of old.”

3. Second, the last half of the psalm is a call to pay attention to God’s
voice (7b), which is also the exhortation of the author of Hebrews
(see 2:1-4; 3:7; 4:12-13, etc.).

4. Third, the failure referred to by the psalmist was the failure of an
entire generation, punctuated by sins that persisted for forty
years. This was not the failure of a few, nor was it a momentary
lapse of piety. It was the persistent, life-long, rebellion of an entire
nation.
5. Fourth, God’s disciplinary action of preventing this generation from
entering the land was not a “knee jerk” reaction. God put up with
Israel’s failures for forty years (verse 10). Finally, it was time for this
generation to face the consequences of their actions.
6. Fifth, Israel’s failure originated from the unbelief of hardened hearts,
which was then manifested in rebellion and disobedience (verse 810).
7. Sixth, Israel’s unbelief and disobedience resulted in their failure to
enter into God’s rest (verse 11).
8. Seventh, the psalmist views “rest” as something that Israel did not
achieve in the past, but which is still available in his day, and yet
something which his readers are still in danger of failing to attain.
9. Eighth, failure to enter into rest is here likened to the failure of the
first generation of Israelites to enter the Promised Land.
10. Ninth, the “rest” offered in Psalm 95 may be “like” that of Numbers
and Joshua, but it is not the “rest” of possessing the land because
the psalm was written by one who, like his fellow Israelites, was
dwelling in the Promised Land. The rest is therefore “like” the rest
which the first generation of Israelites failed to attain, but not
identical to it.
11. Tenth, the preventative to a hardened heart is to listen to God’s
Word and to gather together corporately to encourage one another
by worshipping God.
ii. Exodus experience in the bible
1. When the Israelites arrive at the wilderness of Siani (virtually a
month after the exodus), the people begin to grumble because they
are concerned about what they are going to eat. Already they have
forgotten the horrors of Egypt, and they now speak of it longingly,
especially in terms of the food it seemed to offer them. They accuse
Moses and Aaron of bringing them into the wilderness to kill them.
God provides them with manna and quail.

2. So God askes the question: So the Lord said to Moses, “How long do
you refuse to obey my commandments and my instructions?”
(Exodus 16:28)
3. The answer to this question, as we are about to see, is forty years.
This is just the firstfruits (if I can dare to put it in these terms) of
Israel’s disobedience.
4. This brings us to Exodus 17 and to Rephidim, where there is no
water. The people once again quarrel with Moses and accuse him of
bringing them to this place to kill them. In obedience to God’s
instruction, Moses strikes the rock with his staff, and water pours
forth. And thus God again provides for His grumbling people.
Appropriately, the place was named “Massah”(“test”)
and “Meribah” (“quarrel”).
5. The Exodus Events are a Lesson to New Testament Christians.
a. 1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,
that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed
through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they were all
drinking from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the
rock was Christ. 5 But God was not pleased with most of
them, for they were cut down in the wilderness. 6 These
things happened as examples for us, so that we will not
crave evil things as they did (1 Corinthians 10:1-6, emphasis
mine; see also vss. 7-11; 5:7; Romans 15:4; Hebrews 3-4).

EXODUS 17:1-7
1 The whole community of the Israelites traveled on their journey from the Desert of Sin according to the Lord’s
instruction, and they pitched camp in Rephidim. Now there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So the people
contended with Moses, and they said, “Give us water to drink!” Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with
me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people were very thirsty there for water, and they murmured against
Moses and said, “Why in the world did you bring us up out of Egypt – to kill us and our children and our cattle with
thirst?” 4 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What will I do with this people? – a little more and they will stone
me!” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go over before the people; take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in
your hand your staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing before you there on the rock in
Horeb, and you will strike the rock, and water will come out of it so that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in
plain view of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the contending
of the Israelites and because of their testing the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” (Exodus 17:1-7)
Moses said to the Lord, “When the Egyptians hear it – for you brought up this people by your power from among
them – 14 then they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that you, Lord, are among this
people, that you, Lord, are seen face to face, that your cloud stands over them, and that you go before them by day

in a pillar of cloud and in a pillar of fire by night. 15 If you kill this entire people at once, then the nations that have
heard of your fame will say, 16 ‘Because the Lord was not able to bring this people into the land that he swore to
them, he killed them in the wilderness.’ 17 So now, let the power of my Lord be great, just as you have said, 18 ‘The
Lord is slow to anger and abounding in loyal love, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but by no means clearing the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children until the third and fourth generations.’ 19 Please forgive
the iniquity of this people according to your great loyal love, just as you have forgiven this people from Egypt even
until now.” 20 Then the Lord said, “I have forgiven them as you asked. 21 But truly, as I live, all the earth will be
filled with the glory of the Lord. 22 For all the people have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and in the
wilderness, and yet have tempted me now these ten times, and have not obeyed me, 23 they will by no means
see the land that I swore to their fathers, nor will any of them who despised me see it” (Numbers 14:13-23,
emphasis mine).
There is a very important observation to be made here. This entire generation of Israelites (with the exception of
Joshua and Caleb) will not be allowed to possess the land of Canaan.5But while they cannot enter the Promised
Land, God has assured Moses that their sins are forgiven. There are consequences for their constant grumbling and
rebellion, but their sins have been forgiven. Thus, we should be very cautious about jumping to the conclusion that
“failure to enter the land” is the equivalent of “failing to enter heaven.” There are temporal consequences for the
nation’s sin, but God assured Moses that their sin was forgiven. Our next passage in Numbers 20 will further
support this.
NUMBERS 20:1-13
1 Then the entire community of Israel entered the wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in
Kadesh. Miriam died and was buried there. 2 And there was no water for the community, and so they gathered
themselves together against Moses and Aaron. 3 The people contended with Moses, saying, “If only we had died
when our brothers died before the Lord! 4 Why have you brought up the Lord’s community into this wilderness? So
that we and our cattle should die here? 5 Why have you brought us up from Egypt only to bring us to this dreadful
place? It is no place for grain, or figs, or vines, or pomegranates; nor is there any water to drink!” 6 So Moses and
Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance to the tent of meeting. They then threw themselves
down with their faces to the ground, and the glory of the Lord appeared to them. 7 Then the Lord spoke to Moses: 8
“Take the staff and assemble the community, you and Aaron your brother, and then speak to the rock before their
eyes. It will pour forth its water, and you will bring water out of the rock for them, and so you will give the
community and their beasts water to drink.” 9 So Moses took the staff from before the Lord, just as he commanded
him. 10 Then Moses and Aaron gathered the community together in front of the rock, and he said to them, “Listen,
you rebels, must we bring water out of this rock for you?” 11 Then Moses raised his hand, and struck the rock twice
with his staff. And water came out abundantly. So the community drank, and their beasts drank too. 12 Then the
Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust me enough to show me as holy before the Israelites,
therefore you will not bring this community into the land I have given them.” 13 These are the waters of Meribah,
because
the Israelites contended with the Lord, and his holiness was maintained among them (Numbers 20:1-13, emphasis
mine).
Here’s what I want you to observe about this text. This text is not so much about the unbelief and disobedience of
the Israelites, but about the unbelief and disobedience of Moses. We are hardly surprised by the actions of the
people here, for they have been behaving this way for forty years. What is surprising and disappointing is the way
Moses responded to this situation. According to God’s words, Moses “did not believe God” (verse 12), and thus he
disobeyed. The result was that neither Moses nor Aaron would be allowed to enter the Promised Land, just like the
unbelieving and disobedient generation of Israelites they led. These waters were called “Meribah,”9 just as we read
in Exodus 17:7, because the Israelites once again contended with God.
Does this text not serve to validate the author’s claim in Hebrews 3:1-6 that the Lord Jesus is superior to Moses?
Moses, like his fellow Israelites, did not believe God and disobeyed His Word. Like their fellow Israelites, Moses and
Aaron were not allowed to enter into the rest of possessing the land of Canaan. Surely we cannot conclude from
Moses’ failure to enter into this particular kind of rest that Moses was an apostate and that he would never get to
heaven!10 I take it, then, that true believers are also capable of unbelief and disobedience. We will have more to
say about this later.

IV. Hebrews 3:12-13
a. The author of Hebrews does not engage in an exposition here, rather moves immediately to
exhortation. The author of Hebrews accepts the argument of the psalmist and his
conclusions. All he needs to do is to press for the same application on the part of his
readers, hundreds of years later.
b.

Take note of the corporate dimensions of this text. Compare these two translations
of Hebrews 3:12:
i. Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts
are not evil and unbelieving, turning you away from the living God (NLT).
ii. Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil,
unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God (NASB).
iii. This is completely consistent with what will follow next:
But exhort one another each day, as long as it is called “Today,” that none of
you may become hardened by sin’s deception (Hebrews 3:13).
iv. The spiritual health and well-being
v.

of every member of the church is the responsibility of every member of the
church, and not just one of its staff who is paid to do so. We are a body, and
we are to care for one another. That is not only the emphasis here, but
elsewhere in the book as well.13 We are to see to it that no one in the body
becomes “hardened by sin’s deception.”

c. Define “hardness”
1. In Hebrew:( qashah) to be dense, i.e. tough or severe, later… stiff necked, the root
from which we get the word qasheh, meaning churlish, hard hearted, obstinate,
stubborn
2. Greek: (skleruno) to indurate, (to make hard, to make callous, stubborn or
unfeeling), i.e. render stubborn

d. Define “heart”
Greek: (kardia) the heart i.e. the thoughts or feelings (mind)
e. The phrase: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts” is found 3 times in
this passage.
f.

What does it mean to be “hardened by sin’s deception”?
Possible scenario: attraction – sin – unrepentance (not releasing the sin) – wayward heart
becomes harder and harder – more deceived by sin – rationalization of sin – continue in sin
– disobedience seems logical, even compelling – forsake the living God – apostasy

I’ve observed this in fairly dramatic terms a number of times in my years of ministry. A Christian husband becomes
romantically attracted to another woman, and this leads to an affair. When confronted, he acknowledges that
what he has done is sin. He admits that he should break off the relationship immediately and seek the restoration
of his marriage. And yet the fleshly attraction of the illicit relationship is something he does not wish to forsake. As
sin continues, the wayward heart becomes harder and harder, more and more deceived by sin. “Well,” the sinner
reasons, “there are other interpretations of those texts in the Bible. After all, God wants me to be happy.” As the sin
and deception continues, the sinner eventually comes to reason this way: “Well, that’s just your interpretation of
what the Bible says. I believe that God wants me to be happy, and so I’ll just keep doing what I am doing.” I have
personally seen this lead to another statement: “I don’t believe any of that (gospel) stuff anyway.” That is the
deceitfulness of sin that hardens hearts to the place where disobedience seems so logical, even compelling.
This deceit and hardening of the heart takes place over a period of time. It is our duty as members of the body of
Christ to be alert to this hardening in our own lives and in the lives of others. Because sin is so deceitful, and
because hardened hearts don’t see things clearly, we need to take responsibility for others. What the sinner cannot
see, we should see and seek to correct.

The author speaks of “forsaking the living God,” an expression referring to apostasy.
g. you cannot diagnose apostasy merely on the basis of one’s conduct at the moment. If this
were the case, there are a few times when we might very well have accused David of
apostasy (such as when he took Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba, for himself and killed Uriah).
Apostasy is the renunciation of one’s faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ for
salvation. Apostasy may be accompanied by moral failure, even preceded by it, but apostasy
isn’t merely committing sin; apostasy is one’s departure from faith in Jesus.

h. To persevere in faith, there is great sin to avoid (3:12). – unbelief
i. TO AVOID THIS TERRIBLE SIN, WE MUST SEE HOW EVIL UNBELIEF REALLY
IS.
1. UNBELIEF IS THE WORST OF ALL SINS, BECAUSE IT IS THE ROOT OF
ALL SINS.
2.

UNBELIEF IS A SIN THAT HARDENS THE HEART. In 3:13 the author
warns that they may be hardened by this sin. He repeats the
warning again in 3:15, where he cites again the verse from Psalm
95 (see 3:8). Sin is like the calluses that form on our skin. If we don’t
have calluses, our hands are sensitive to any pain. But once calluses
form, we can do things that previously would have caused pain, and
we barely feel it. Our consciences are that way.

3. UNBELIEF IS A PERSISTENT THREAT TO ALL OF GOD’S PEOPLE. In
3:13, the author tells us to “encourage one another day after day, as
long as it is still called ‘Today.’” He is referring back to the word
“today” in Psalm 95. It warns us that this sin of unbelief is a
persistent, daily threat. We may have been strong in faith
yesterday, but then we run out of water in the wilderness today.
How will we respond?
True believers can fall into the sin of unbelief. God had promised
David that he would sit on the throne of Israel, but David was
running for his life from the mad King Saul. After years of this, David
said to himself, “Now I will perish one day by the hand of Saul.
There is nothing better for me than to escape into the land of the
Philistines” (1 Sam. 27:1). That was not a statement of faith in God’s
promise! It got David into all sorts of trouble before he finally came
to his senses (1 Sam. 30:6). But the point is, believers are not
immune from unbelief! Be on guard!
4. UNBELIEF, LIKE ALL SIN, DECEIVES US. The author refers to “the
deceitfulness of sin” (3:13). Sin fools us into thinking that it will get
us out of our current problems and will deliver what we want, and
that obedience to God will deprive us of what we want. When David

went over to the Philistines, Saul stopped pursuing him. The
Philistine king gave David his own city. Instead of living from cave to
cave, David and his wives could settle down in a normal way of life.
Sin always works that way. It fools us into thinking that we’re
getting what we want. But then the bills of sin come due! You’re
single and lonely. There haven’t been any godly men calling you for
a date. Satan comes along and says, “You’ll never get what you
want if you wait on God! Here’s a nice unbeliever. Go out with
him!” Or, you’re having problems in your marriage. Your wife
constantly nags you. She doesn’t meet your needs sexually. Along
comes a beautiful, sensitive, understanding woman who offers
herself to you. Satan whispers, “She will meet your needs!” Sin,
including unbelief, always deceives us.
5. UNBELIEF IS INSEPARABLE FROM DISOBEDIENCE. In verse 12, the
warning is against unbelief, but in verse 13, without any shift in
subject, he warns against the deceitfulness of sin. In verses 17 & 18,
he mentions those who sinned and were disobedient. In verse 19 he
explains that they were barred from entering the land because
of unbelief. The Bible repeatedly uses “faith” and “obedience”
interchangeably (John 3:36; Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5; 10:16; 15:18;
16:26; 2 Thess. 1:8; 1 Pet. 1:2; 2:8; 3:1; 4:17). We are saved by faith
alone, but saving faith always results in a life of obedience to God
(James 2:18-26). If you truly believe God, you will obey Him. If you
disbelieve God, you will disobey Him. Thus to avoid this terrible sin
of unbelief, we must see how evil it really is.
ii. To avoid this terrible sin we must exercise great caution
“Take care, brethren” (3:12)! “Look out! Be on guard!” It does not
require carefulness to go to hell, but it does require great
carefulness to go to heaven. If you’re nonchalant or unconcerned
about your soul, the powerful stream of the world, the flesh, and
the devil will sweep you into hell. You must strive to enter at the
narrow gate of heaven (Luke 13:24). Vigilance and watchfulness are
marks of true believers. True believers do not flippantly say, “Hey,
don’t worry about a little sin! Once saved, always saved!” True
believers examine their hearts often to make sure that they are in
the faith (2 Cor. 13:5). They take care that their hearts do not

become evil and unbelieving, so that they do not fall away from the
living God.
iii. To avoid this terrible sin, we must avoid ritualistic religion and walk closely
with the living God. As we saw last week, Christianity is a matter of the
heart before God. It’s easy to put on a good show in front of others, so that
they think, “What a godly man Steve is!” I can sing with a loud voice, I can
lift my hands in worship, I can pray with intensity, I can partake of
communion, and I can even preach sermons with fervency—but it could all
be outward! God is the living God (9:14; 10:31; 12:22) who looks on the
heart. “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are
open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (4:13).
The living God knows my every doubt and sinful thought. I can’t fool Him,
even for a second! If I want to avoid falling into this terrible sin of unbelief, I
must bring every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. I must confess
my doubts as sin and walk in reality before the living God every day. To
persevere in faith, there is a great sin to avoid, namely, unbelief.
i.

To persevere in faith, there is a great service to practice (3:13).“But encourage one another
day after day, …” The verb can also mean to exhort. The root word has the idea of coming
alongside someone to give aid. It is used as a name for the Holy Spirit (John 14:16, 26,
“Helper”).
Briefly, note three things about this service of encouragement.
i. Encouragement is a service for every member of the body. This
is not just something that pastors should do. It is a necessary
ministry for every member of the body to practice mutually.
Sometimes I need to exercise this ministry to someone, but at
other times, I will need him to exercise it towards me. This
command assumes that you are having personal contact with
other believers during the week and that they know what is
going on in your life well enough to offer this ministry when
you need it. Also, to exercise this service, you must realize that
you are your brother’s keeper! If you see your brother being
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin, and you shrug it off, you

are not obeying this command. You are responsible to help
your brother who is struggling with unbelief or sin. You can’t
keep your distance. We need to be much more proactive
(exhortation) in our care for one another, rather than merely
being reactive (discipline). We need to be faithful to gather for
worship, exalting God for His greatness, recalling His acts of
mercy and salvation. That is the kind of fuel which promotes
faith. We need to be more aggressive in admonishing our
brothers and sisters as we see spiritual dangers ahead. This is
why we believe the gathering of the church each Sunday is so
important. It provides us with the opportunity to encourage
one another. And this is why we have a meeting where all of
the men can speak and lead, because we need to be
ministering to one another so that we enter into rest, rather
than drifting toward rebellion and discipline. May God give us
the grace to do better as we gather as a church.
ii. ENCOURAGEMENT IS A SERVICE THAT IS NEEDED DAILY
BECAUSE THE ENEMY ATTACKS DAILY. We are to do this “day
after day.” Don’t assume, “Well, I’ll let the pastor deal with him
someday, but that’s not my responsibility.” It is your
responsibility if you see your brother turning away from the
Lord! Since Satan does not let up in his attacks, we must not let
up on encouraging one another in the faith.
iii. ENCOURAGEMENT IS A SERVICE THAT IS NEEDED BECAUSE OF
THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN.A deceived person can’t evaluate
himself properly. He thinks that everything is fine when it’s not
fine. If you’ve ever been deceived by a con artist, he was long
gone with your money before you realized that there was a
problem. An outside party could have warned you, “Look out
for that guy!” Maybe you would have avoided getting ripped
off. Because sin fools us, we need one another to come
alongside and give this ministry of encouragement.

To persevere, there is a great sin to avoid—unbelief. There is a great service to practice—
encouragement.
j.

To persevere in faith, there is a great salvation to hold fast to (3:14).

“For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the
end.” Two things:
i. Salvation unites us to Christ “We have become partakers of Christ” (see
also, 1:9; 3:1; 6:4; 12:8). Scholars are divided over whether this refers to our
sharing with Christ in His kingdom work; or to our union with Christ, what
Paul frequently calls, being “in Christ.” While both are true, the context
seems to refer to our share in Christ Himself. When God saves us, He places
us in Christ so that all that is true of Him is true of us. As Paul boldly states,
“Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”
(Rom. 8:1).
ii. WHILE FINAL SALVATION FOR BELIEVERS IS CERTAIN, IT IS NOT
AUTOMATIC. While “partakers of Christ” focuses on what God has done for
us by grace, the “if” clause focuses on our responsibility. “The beginning of
our assurance” refers to our initial faith in Christ for salvation. Saving faith
isn’t just a one-time action. If it is genuine, we go on believing until the time
that we see Jesus (“the end”). It is our responsibility to hold fast to such
faith and assurance.
In Philippians, Paul presents the same balance. He says that God will
complete the good work that He began in us, but at the same time he
exhorts us to work out our salvation, recognizing all the while that it is God
who is at work in us (Phil. 1:6; 2:12-13). In other words, the promises about
the certainty of our salvation should never cause us to kick back and assume
that we have no responsibility in the process. Those who truly believe in
Christ will continue to hold fast to faith in Him until the end. If they let go of
their faith in Him, turn back to the world, and are content to stay there, it
indicates that they never really trusted in Him as Savior at all. True believers
may go through times of doubt and sin, but they can’t remain there. God’s
discipline will bring them back (12:8).

To persevere in faith, there is a great sin to avoid, a great service to practice, and a great salvation to
hold fast to.

V. HEBREWS 3:16-18 “Three Questions”
16 For which ones heard and rebelled? Was it not all who came out of Egypt under Moses’ leadership?
17 And against whom was God provoked for forty years? Was it not those who sinned, whose dead
bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear they would never enter into his rest, except
those who were disobedient? (Hebrews 3:16-18)
a. The author gives us the answers to these three rhetorical questions.
i.

By asking and answering these questions, the author is seeking to call attention to the facts
of the matter. The first question in each set is answered by the second question. He wants
his readers to see that their situation parallels exactly that of Israel in the wilderness. In 3:19
he sums up his point, tying it back to the idea of unbelief in 3:12.
1. First, those who heard and rebelled were those who came out of
Egypt under the leadership of Moses. Moses was) revered, and yet
he failed.
This adds weight to the author’s earlier emphasis on the superiority
of Christ to Moses.
This generation that failed had more revelation than any generation
up to that point in history (and for many generations to come).
The author is saying to all professing Christians, “This applies to
you!” Even if we are true believers.
2. Second, calls attention to the fact that those with whom God was
angry for forty years were also those who never left the desert.
God kept His promises made through Moses . He also kept His word
with regard to the consequences Israel must face for their
persistent rebellion. God means what He says, and He keeps His
word, for blessing and for discipline. Professing believers who
persist in sin should expect God’s anger, not His rest.
3. Third, those who failed to enter God’s promised rest were those
who disobeyed. Disobedience to God’s commands is rebellion, and
rebellion brings discipline. Those who incurred God’s judgment in

the wilderness were not only unbelieving; they were disobedient.
You cannot separate the two.

V. Hebrews 3:19 “Unbelief: The Root of it All”
The consequence of unbelief is failure to enter into God’s “rest” (Psalm 95:11; Hebrews 3:11,18).
unbelief renders us not only unwilling, but also unable to appropriate God’s blessings. Either faith opens
the blessings of God’s eternal rest to you, or unbelief bars you from them. To persevere in faith, we
need to personalize the story of Israel in the wilderness. We need to avoid their awful sin of unbelief
that rendered them unable to enter God’s promised rest.

VI. God’s rest
a. we cannot conclude that failure to enter God’s “rest” is synonymous with failure to get
to heaven.
i. An entire generation of Israelites (minus Joshua and Caleb) failed to enter
Canaan, and thus failed to enter God’s “rest.”
ii. Moses and Aaron failed to enter the land, but we can be confident that they did
go to heaven.
iii. The next generation, under Joshua, did enter the land, but we would be hard
pressed to say that they were all going to heaven. Surely there were unbelievers
among them.
iv. In the psalmist’s day, he was still warning about failing to enter
God’s “rest,” and yet his generation was in the land.
b.

“rest” occurs 10 times in chapters 3 and 4 (and nowhere else in the book).

c. There are several different kinds of “rest” to which our author refers. We must
understand each of these, and the differences between them, to grasp the message of
this portion of Scripture.
i. There is the “rest” of entering the land of Canaan, which the first generation of
Israelites failed to attain, namely entrance into the Promised Land and rest from
its enemies (Hebrews 3:11). God’s rest had an initial reference to Israel’s settling
into the land of promise, but it also has a spiritual fulfillment, as we’ll see in
chapter 4. Leon Morris (Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. by Frank Gaebelein
[Zondervan], 12:35) says that God’s rest refers to “a place of blessing where
there is no more striving but only relaxation in the presence of God and in the
certainty that there is no cause for fear.”

ii. Then there is the “rest” which is available for the readers of Psalm 95. This must
be a different rest because the readers are now dwelling in the Promised Land,
and “rest” is still being offered. “Therefore we must be wary that, while the
promise of entering his rest remains open, none of you may seem to have come
short of it” (Hebrews 4:1,).
iii. There is also “God’s rest”. That rest was not merely the rest of possessing the
Promised Land, but a great rest, a “sabbath rest.” The source of this rest is God,
who after having completed the work of creation, rested on the seventh day.
This rest is the rest from our labors. It is the “rest” which is the key to the rest
which is available to us today.
1. There is still a “rest” that is available to us “today.” I would understand
this to have present and future dimensions, just as salvation has. There
is surely a “salvation rest,” a resting from our works in an effort to earn
God’s favor, when we come to faith in the finished work of the Lord
Jesus on the cross of Calvary. And there is the eternal rest which all
Christians will experience. But there must also be what we might call a
“sanctification rest,” a rest from striving as Christians in the power of
the flesh, in a futile effort to attain godliness. I believe that we see this
in Romans 7 and 8. Chapter 7 is the description of a Christian trying to
live up to God’s standards in the power of the flesh, and failing badly.
Chapter 8 is the solution. The Christian is to live in the power of the Holy
Spirit, the same Spirit that raised the dead body of Jesus from the grave.
By the working of His Spirit in us, we are able, to some degree, to live a
godly life (see Romans 8:1-17). This is resting in Him, or we might even
say, abiding in Him (see John 15:1-14). This is the key to fruitfulness.
2. The “rest” into which we enter is God’s rest, God’s Sabbath rest, such as
we find in Genesis 2:2– the rest God entered after He had finished His
work of creation. It is this rest into which the ancient Israelites failed to
enter, for “My rest” is God’s rest, God’s Sabbath rest. This is the rest
some failed to enter, but which remains available to us today, a rest
received by faith (4:3-6).
3. Just as the psalmist could seize upon the term “today” and apply it to
his readers, so God has fixed a “today” for us, the same “today” as was

offered in the psalms. And so we need to believe God and enter this
rest, rather than to refuse to believe and fail to enter, as did the ancient
Israelites. This “rest” must be more than merely entering Canaan
because Joshua did lead the second generation of Israelites into the
Promised Land, and yet many years later the psalmist spoke of a rest
that was still available, a greater rest. And that rest was God’s “Sabbath
rest,” a rest still available, a rest of ceasing from futile works in an effort
to earn God’s favor. The one who has entered God’s rest has set aside
striving in the flesh, and has trusted in the work God has finished, in
Christ (4:7-10). God’s spiritual rest comes to the person who “does not
work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly” (Rom. 4:5).
“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1).
d. Another way to look at “rest” “GOD ALWAYS HAS OFFERED HIS SALVATION TO PEOPLE,
AND STILL OFFERS IT, UNDER THE IMAGERY OF REST (4:3-10).”
i. At Creation, God’s rest on the seventh day was a picture of the Rest that we
enjoy in Him (4:3-4)
1. The author begins by stating, “For we who believe enter that rest.” Then
he cites again Psalm 95:11, “As I swore in My wrath, they shall not enter
My rest” (see Heb. 3:11). Then he adds, “although His works were
finished from the foundation of the world.” He goes on to cite
from Genesis 2:2, how “God rested on the seventh day from all His
works.”
2. F. F. Bruce (Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews [Eerdmans], p.
74) explains the thought connection: “It was not because the ‘rest’ of
God was not yet available that the wilderness generation of Israelites
failed to enter into it; it had been available ever since creation’s work
was ended.”
3. In other words, the Jewish Sabbath, which was rooted in the creation
narrative, was a picture of the rest that God’s people enjoy through His
salvation. It was a day to cease from normal labors and to be refreshed
through time with God. It was a weekly opportunity for God’s people to
stop and reflect on His goodness and care for them. From the beginning,
there was a spiritual element to the Sabbath. The soul in harmony with
his creator found a sense of satisfaction and rest on that day.

ii. At Canaan, the promised land was picture of the rest that God offers through
faith in Him (4:5,8)
1. The author repeats (see 4:3) the last phrase of Psalm 95:11, “They shall
not enter My rest,” to refer to the generation that perished in the
wilderness.
2. In 4:8 he shows that even those who entered the Promised Land under
Joshua did not experience the fullness of God’s rest, in that David, over
300 years after Joshua, spoke of the need to enter God’s rest.
3. In the Greek text, Joshua is Iesous, “Jesus,” which means, “Yahweh
saves.” So the original readers would have seen the play on the names:
the original Jesus (Joshua) was only a type of the Jesus to come. Joshua
led the people into the Promised Land, but that was only a picture of
the rest of God’s salvation that Jesus Christ provides.
iii. Canaan was not God’s final rest, since David wrote of a rest available to God’s
people in his day (4:6-7)
1. Since those in the wilderness failed to enter God’s rest, and since David
wrote, “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts,” there
is still a day of opportunity to respond to God’s offer of rest.
2. The emphasis here is on the word “today.” The gist of the argument
here is that God’s promises always have a present application to them.
Even though Israel in the wilderness failed to appropriate God’s rest,
God offered it again through David. Every generation has the
opportunity to respond in faith to God’s promises. This leads to the
bottom line:
iv. God is still appealing to us to enter His rest through faith (4:9-10)
1. The author here uses a unique word for rest, translated “Sabbath rest.”
Some think that he coined the word.
2. It calls attention to the spiritual aspect of God’s rest. It goes beyond
observing the seventh day as holy. It goes beyond entering the physical
Promised Land. This Sabbath rest is a soul-rest.
3. It is what Jesus promised when He said, “Come to Me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and
learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matt.
11:28-30).

4. The author says that this rest remains for “the people of God” (4:9).
Then he explains that “the one who has entered His rest has himself
also rested from his works, as God did from His” (4:10).
5. “The people of God” refers to Israel in the Old Testament, and here to
all who are associated with God’s church.
6. Bruce (p. 78) thinks that verses 9-10 refer to “an experience which they
do not enjoy in their present mortal life, although it belongs to them as
a heritage, and by faith they may live in the good of it here and now.”
He refers to the believers in chapter 11, who did not experience the
fullness of the promises in their lifetimes, but who were looking for the
heavenly city that God prepared for them (11:16).
7. To sum up, when the author talks of entering God’s rest, he is not
talking about believers learning to trust God in trials so that they
experience His inner peace. Rather, he is talking about God’s salvation
under this imagery of rest, in line with the Old Testament. He is warning
his readers about the danger of being associated with God’s people but
missing His salvation because they do not respond in faith to the
message.

e.

Chapter 4 will conclude with an exhortation to strive to enter “God’s rest,” with an
emphasis on the Word of God (verses 12-13) and on the high priestly ministry of our
Savior (verses 14-16).

VII. God’s Powerful Word (Hebrews 4:12-13)
1. God’s Word is powerful to expose our sin (4:12).
The text asserts four things about the power of the Word:
A. GOD’S WORD IS LIVING.
Since God is the living God (3:12), and His Word cannot be separated from Him, that Word is a
living Word. It can never be exterminated. As Isaiah 40:8 proclaims, “The grass withers, the

flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.” Since God is the author of life, His living
Word imparts life in two ways.
1). GOD’S WORD IMPARTS NEW LIFE TO DEAD SINNERS.
Because of sin, we all enter this world dead in trespasses and sins, alienated from God (Eph.
2:1, 12). A dead sinner can no more will himself into spiritual life than a dead corpse can will
himself into physical life. But God is pleased to use His Word to impart new life to dead
sinners. James 1:18 states, “In the exercise of His will [not our will] He brought us forth by the
word of truth …” 1 Peter 1:23 says, “for you have been born again not of seed which is
perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.”
If you want to see sinners converted, get them to read and listen to God’s Word. John (20:31)
stated very plainly his purpose in writing his gospel: “these [signs] have been written so that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in
His name.”
2). GOD’S WORD IMPARTS RENEWED LIFE TO HIS SAINTS.
All of us that have known God’s salvation for a while have gone through dry times when God
seemed distant. God uses His Word to renew and revive us. David wrote, “The law of the Lord is
perfect, restoring the soul” (Ps. 19:7). The entire 176 verses of Psalm 119 extol the benefits of
God’s Word. Repeatedly the psalmist cries out, “My soul cleaves to the dust; revive me
according to Your word” (119:25). “This is my comfort in my affliction, that Your word has
revived me” (119:50; see also, 93, 107, 149, 154, 156, 159).
It only makes sense that if the living God, has spoken to us in His written Word, then we should
seek it like a treasure and devour it as a hungry man devours a meal. Being the word of God, it
is both a word from God and a word about God. It is our only source of knowing specific truth
about God. Creation reveals His attributes in a general way, but the written Word is God’s
disclosure of Himself in a way that we could never know through creation alone. And invariably,
when we see God as He is, we also see ourselves as we are, as Isaiah experienced (Isa. 6:1-5).
While this shatters us at first, it is always for our ultimate healing and growth in holiness.
As the living Word, God’s revelation also speaks to our current needs and situation. As we have
seen, the author often quotes Scripture by saying, “He says” (1:5; 2:11-12), or “The Holy Spirit
says” (3:7). Even though the Bible was written many centuries ago, the Spirit of God still speaks
directly to us through it. It is never out of date or irrelevant. It speaks to the very issues that we
face in our modern world. I would encourage you to read the Bible not in a random manner,

but consecutively, from both the Old and New Testaments. You will find, as I have, that God will
often use what you have read either that day or within a few days of reading it.
B. GOD’S WORD IS ACTIVE.
We get our word “energy” from the Greek word translated “active.” It means that the Word is
effectual. It accomplishes what God intends for it to do. As Isaiah 55:10-11 states, “For as the
rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without watering the
earth and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;
so will My word be which goes forth out of My mouth; it will not return to Me empty, without
accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.” I claim
that verse every time I preach! If I am careful to preach God’s Word, and not my own, He
promises that it will accomplish His purpose.
You may wonder, “What about people who hear and reject God’s Word?” Jesus explained that
these people are only fulfilling another word from God to Isaiah, “You will keep on hearing, but
will not understand; you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive; for the heart of this people
has become dull, with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise
they would see with their eyes, hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and
return, and I would heal them” (Matt. 13:14-15, citing Isa. 6:9-10). As John Owen explains,
“Sometimes Christ designs by His word the hardening and blinding of wicked sinners, that they
may be the more prepared for deserved destruction” (Hebrews: The Epistle of Warning [Kregel
abridgement], p. 74).
In my first year here, I was preaching through 1 Peter and came to chapter 3, where he
instructs wives to be submissive to their husbands, even if the husbands are disobedient to the
word. That week, a single woman in her 30’s came to see me. She said, “You should never
preach on that on a Sunday morning.” I asked her if I had misrepresented what the text says.
She replied, “No, you taught what it says.” I asked, “Did I say it in an arrogant or condescending
manner?” She replied, “No, you had the proper tone of voice and manner of speaking.”
So I asked, “Then what was the problem?” She said, “The problem was, I brought a friend with
me who is an ardent feminist. She was offended and will never come to church again!” I said,
“Ah! Well, I’ve been doing this for a few years now, and I know that one of two things will
happen. Either your friend will be convicted of her rebellion against God and come to
repentance. Or, she will harden her heart and be all the more guilty on the day of judgment.
But either way, God’s Word will not return to Him void, without accomplishing His purpose.”
The woman didn’t like my answer and left the church.

C. GOD’S WORD IS SHARP AND PIERCING.
It is “sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of
both joints and marrow…” Some use this verse to draw distinctions between soul and spirit, but
that is not the author’s intent. (What then does the distinction between joints and marrow
mean?) Rather, he is using figurative language to show that God’s Word is sharp and it cuts
deeply, to the very core of our being. Unless your conscience is hardened beyond remedy, you
cannot read God’s Word or hear it preached faithfully without getting cut in the conscience.
God’s purpose in cutting us is to bring healing, not to leave us wounded. Sin is like a cancer
growing inside of us. Untreated, it will be fatal. The sharp sword of God’s Word, as J. B.
Lightfoot put it, “heals most completely, where it wounds most deeply; and gives life there
only, where first it has killed” (Cambridge Sermons [Macmillan and Co.], p. 162). David
Livingstone, the pioneer missionary to Africa, offered to teach one of the chiefs to shoot a rifle
and also to read. But the chief replied that “he did not wish to learn to read the Book, for he
was afraid it might change his heart and make him content with only one wife, like Sechele”
(another chief who had been converted) (George Seaver, David Livingstone: His Life and
Letters [Harper & Brothers], p. 177). He wanted to get five wives before he dared to read the
Bible!
The Bible is a dangerous book! It will cut you! When it makes your conscience go, “Ow!” don’t
harden your heart. Let God do surgery by cutting out the cancer of sin that the Word has
revealed.
D. GOD’S WORD IS AN AUTHORITATIVE JUDGE OF THE THOUGHTS AND
INTENTIONS OF THE HEART.
The word “thoughts” refers to negative thoughts related to emotions, such as anger, which a
man may wish to keep hidden from others, but which God knows (B. F. Westcott, The Epistle to
the Hebrews [Eerdmans], p. 103; H. Schonweiss, in The New International Dictionary of New
Testament Theology, ed. by Colin Brown, 1:106). “Intentions” refers here to “morally
questionable thoughts” (Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, ed. by Gerhard Kittel,
4:971). The heart refers to the totality of the inner person. We get our word “critic” from the
word translated “judge.” So the idea is that God’s Word is able authoritatively to act as critic of
our innermost feelings and thoughts, showing us where we are wrong.
I’ve had the experience after I’ve preached of a husband coming to me, looking around to make
sure that no one is listening, and asking nervously, “Did my wife talk to you about what went on
in our household this week?” I chuckle and assure him, “No, I had no idea what was going on,

but God did!” His Word penetrated into the secrecy of that home and heart, revealing things
that were not in line with His righteousness.
So in verse 12, the author is showing how God’s Word is powerful to expose our sin, never for
the purpose of embarrassing us, but always to bring healing. We cannot rid our lives of sin if we
aren’t even aware of it. The Word cuts down to our inner thoughts and feelings, revealing to us
the things that are not pleasing to God, so that we can repent of these things and receive God’s
restoration.

2. God Himself sees everything, including our deepest thoughts and motives
(4:13).
The author moves from God’s penetrating Word to God Himself, who sees everything. It is
impossible to hide from God! Adam and Eve tried to hide from God after they sinned, but they
could not do it, and neither can we. The word “open” means “naked.” Have you ever dreamed
that you were naked in public? What a relief after a dream like that, to wake up and realize that
it was only a dream! But we stand naked on the inside before God!
“Laid bare” is used only here in the New Testament, and rarely anywhere else. It means to
expose the neck, perhaps as a sacrificial victim’s neck is exposed just before the knife slices the
jugular vein. The idea of the two words together is that we are naked and helpless before God.
There is no escape from His omniscient gaze. Sin is always stupid, because even if we fool
everyone on earth, and think that we got away with it, we didn’t fool God!

3. Since we all will give account to God, we must be diligent to have our
hearts right before Him.
The final phrase of 4:13 means either “Him with whom we have to do,” or, “Him to whom we
must give an account.” We know that one day we all will stand before God to give an account of
the deeds we have done in this body. Therefore, we should have as our ambition to be pleasing
to Him (2 Cor. 5:9-10), not just outwardly, but on the heart level.
If that thought terrifies you, keep reading! The author will go on to show how Jesus is our
sympathetic High Priest who invites us to draw near to the throne of grace to receive mercy
and grace to help in our time of need (4:14-16). But you must make sure that He truly
is yourHigh Priest, in the most personal sense. There is no group plan of salvation. It’s not
enough to be a part of the company of God’s people. We must be diligent personally to enter

God’s rest through faith in Christ and obedience to His Word. Every true believer will develop
the habit of judging sin on the thought or heart level, out of a desire to please the Savior who
gave Himself for us on the cross.
I close with five practical action steps:
(1) Treasure God’s Word above all worldly counsel! I am amazed at how
Christians will pay psychologists hundreds of dollars for advice that is devoid of God’s
Word, but they won’t consult the Bible for wisdom on how to live! You say, “But I
needed advice on some practical relational problems.” Why do you think the Bible was
written? The whole thing is summed up by, “Love the Lord your God and love your
neighbor.” That’s pretty relational! It’s not only sin to neglect God’s Word and turn to
the empty “wisdom” of the world (Jer. 2:13). It’s also just plain dumb!
(2) Read, study, memorize, and meditate on God’s Word. It will not do you any
good if you don’t know what it says. You need to memorize key verses because you will
not obey it if it’s not in your heart (Ps. 119:11). You won’t stop at work or at home to
say, “Just a minute, I know there’s a verse that applies here, but I need to get out my
concordance and find it!”
(3) Apply, trust, and obey God’s Word. The point of Bible study is not to fill your
head with knowledge about the end times or theological arguments to support your
favorite views. It is to change your heart and life! Always study it with a view to
obedience.
(4) Live with your heart exposed to God’s Word. Don’t cover up any sinful
thoughts. If the Word convicts you, stop and confess the matter to God. If need
be, resolve to go to anyone you have wronged and ask forgiveness. Remember,
God knows every sinful thought you’ll ever have, and He still sent His Son to bear
the penalty of your sin!
(5) Drink in all of the biblical preaching you can absorb. Don’t get sucked in to the
“preaching lite” movement! Calvin commented on verse 12, “If anyone thinks that the
air is beaten by an empty sound when the Word of God is preached, he is greatly
mistaken; for it is a living thing and full of hidden power, which leaves nothing in man
untouched” (Calvin’s Commentaries[Baker], 22:102). Be diligent to saturate yourself
with God’s Word with the aim of obedience, so that you do not fall as the stubborn
Israelites did in the wilderness!

