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Weekly Class Agenda

No Sunday School 12/24 and 12/31
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Weekly Class Agenda (cont.)
7 1/28/18
8

2/4/18

9 2/11/18
10 2/18/18
11 2/25/18

Judges 12
Judges 13
Judges 14
Judges 15
Judges 16
Judges 17
Judges 18
Judges 19
Judges 20
Judges 21

Jephthah and Ephraim; Ibzan, Elon and Abdon
The Birth of Samson
Samson’s Marriage riddle
Samson’s Vengeance on the Philistines with a donkey jaw
Samson and Delilah; and his death
Micah’s Idols
The Danites Settle in Laish
A Levite and His Concubine
The Israelites Punish the Benjamites
Wives for the Benjamites

Remember to Read Prior to Class …

Dale
Rick
Rick
Dale
Bruce
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Some Tools To Use –
… I Borrowed Heavily From …
– The Bible Knowledge Commentary: John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck
– The Dark Days of Israel's Judges - A Study of the Book of Judges –
Bob Deffinbaugh (Bible.Org)
– The Bible Project: Tim Mackie / Jon Collins (thebibleproject.com)
– Jesus Plus Nothing: Iain Gordon and Brett Wilton
(Jesusplusnothing.com)
– Walk with the Word: (walkwiththeword.org)
– The MacArthur Bible Commentary: John MacArthur
– Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee
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BACKGROUND
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Background
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Background On The Book
• Hebrew (shopetim) – “Judges”
– Refers to the leaders God raised up to deliver His people
Judges 2:16
• 16 Nevertheless, the Lord raised up JUDGES who delivered them
out of the hand of those who plundered them

• Time period
– Spans a period of about 350 years

• Author
– No author is identified in the book or Bible
– Jewish Talmud identifies the prophet Samuel as the writer
– Same writer of Judges, Ruth, 1st & 2nd Samuel
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Time Period of the Book
- Statements that date the writing of Judges
• Judges 1:21 - The Jebusites occupying Jerusalem
– 2 Samuel 5:6-7 – Indicates prior to David’s conquered the city

• Judges 1:29 - Gezer was not yet conquered
– Occurred before 1 Kings 9:16
– Egyptian Pharaoh conquered it and gave it to Solomon’s wife as a
wedding present

• Judges 3:3 - The Phoenician city of Sidon,
– Later, the city is renamed Tyre, - still the chief port city of Phoenicia

• Judges 17:6, 18:1, etc – In those days, Israel had no King
– Indicates that during the time of writing, Israel had a King

Author of Judges Probably Lived In
The Early Days of Israel’s Monarchy
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Brief Overview
of the Book of Judges
• Judges is a contrast to the book of Joshua which chronicles the
blessings God bestowed on His people for their obedience in
conquering the land

• Book of Judges is a tragic account
– LORD was taken for granted by His people year after year,
century after century

– We see the influence of the Canaanites on Israel, Israel’s
disobedience and idolatry which lead to God’s punishment
• Yet God never failed to show His love to His people and to save
them when they repent from their wicked ways and call upon
His name (Judges 2:18)

Judges Is A Narrative of The Consequences
of Disobedience and Gods Unfailing Love
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Key To Understanding
The Book Of Judges
• The interpretation of Judges should be based upon the
Scriptures that come before it (Genesis through Joshua) and
what follows (particularly 1 and 2 Samuel)
– Instructions regarding the possession of the Promised Land
were set forth for the first generation of Israelites in Exodus
23:20-33
– Instructions were given to the second generation of Israelites
in Deuteronomy
– Instructions were given to the people in Joshua 23 and 24
– The later books of Samuel (1 and 2 Samuel) also provide us
with interpretive data related to the Book of Judges
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Keys to understanding
the Book of Judges (Cont.)
• God is a righteous judge – He judges both His people and
the nations in the same way
– Israel was to destroy the nations living in the promised land
– Instead, Israel adopted the ways of the Canaanites
– Disobedience to God resulted in punishment, rather than Israel’s
experiencing blessing and conquest over their enemies

• Most of the Judges are flawed
– God directs these leaders, filling them with His Spirit, to allow them
to deliver Israel from their oppressors
– This does not always mean that the Judges actions are always
condoned or directed by God

The Book Of Judges Points Out the
Need For a Righteous Judge and King
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The Judges
Reference

Judge

Tribe

Years of
Years of Rest or Judging
Oppression

Oppressors

1

Judges 3:7-11

Othiniel

Judah

8

40

Rest

Mesopotamia

2

Judges 3:12:30

Ehud

Benjamin

18

80

Rest

Moabites

3

Judges 3:31

Shamgar

4

Judges 4-5

Deborah

Ephraim

20

40

Rest

Canaanites

5

Judges 6-8

Gideon

Manasseh

7

40

Rest

Midianites

6

Judges10:1-2

Tola

Issachar

23

Judge

7

Judges 10:3-5

Jair

Manasseh

22

Judge

8

Judges 10:6-12:7

Jephthah

Manasseh

6

Judge

9

Judges 12:8-10

Ibzan

Judah

7

Judge

10

Judges 12:11-12

Elon

Zebulun

10

Judge

11

Judges 12:13-15

Abdon

Ephraim

8

Judge

12

Judges 13-16

Samson

Dan

20

Judge

Philistines

13

1 Samuel 1 - 4:18

Eli

Levi

40

Judge

Philistines

14

1 Samuel 1 - 28:20

Samuel

Ephraim

47

Judge

Philistines

Philistines

18

40

Ammonites

List does not include Abimelech

Many of the Judges Over-lap,
Leading at During Same Periods of Time
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Key Phrases
in the Book of Judges
Key Phrases in the Cycle of Judges
The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD
They forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals and Ashtroths
The anger of the LORD burned against Israel
So He sold them into the hand of their enemy
The Israelites were subject to their enemy for a number of years
They cried out to the Lord
He raised up a deliverer
The Spirit of the Lord came upon him
So he became Israel’s judge and went to war
The Lord gave the king into the hand of the judge who prevailed
So the land had peace for a number of years
Until the judge died

Number of
Times Stated
7
7
4
4
6
6
7
7
12
8
4
11
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Judges –
Cycle of Sin and Deliverance
Peace
Deliverance

Israel falls
into
Idolatry

God Rescues
Israel

Repentance
God Raises A
Judge

Israel Serves
the LORD

Sin

Israel Cries
Out to the
LORD

Oppression
Israel is
Enslaved
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Cycle of Sin and Deliverance
- Appearance Over Time

• Often times, the reader of the book of Judges believes
the cycle of sin and deliverance has a balanced effect
– People of Israel sin
– They Repent and God delivers them from their sin

Appearance - There Is No
Consequence From Sin
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Cycle of Sin and Deliverance
- The Results Of Disobedience Over Time
1:1 … children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, “Who shall be first
to go up for us against the Canaanites to fight against them?”

21: 25 In those days there was no king in Israel;
everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

• But sin does have consequences
– The people do not fully repent – they return to their old ways
– Their children are taught the same thought process of their parents

By The End Of Judges, The People Of Israel
Are No Different Than The Canaanites
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How Depressing ….
• The intent of the book is not to catalog failure – God
does not work that way
• The book of Judges is intended as a warning
– Israel's decent into self destruction is the result of turning
away from the God who loves them and who saved them from
a life of slavery
– Israel now needs to be saved - from themselves; sobering
explanation of the human condition

• The book shows
– Show that man can not live alone or decide on morals alone …
– Show the need for a righteous leader to guide the people

Judges Give Us Hope God Is Committed To Save His People
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Key Figures

• Nation of Israel
• Nation of Canaan
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Jacob’s Family – 12 Tribes Of Israel
ISRAEL

JUDAH

THE HOUSE OF EPHRAIM
Northern Kingdom
1 Kings 12:16

THE HOUSE OF JUDAH
Southern Kingdom
1 Kings 12:16

Absorbed Into
Tribe of Judah

BENJAMIN

MANASSEH

JOSEPH

NAPHTALI

ASHER

GAD

DAN

ISSACHAR

EPHRAIM

ZEBULUM

JUDAH

LEVI

SIMEON

RUEBEN

Tribe Of
Priests

Dispersed

Zilpah
Leah

Bilhah

Rachel
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TRIBE OF
PRIESTS

LEVI

Tribal Lands

NAPHTALI
NAPHTALI

ASHER
ZEBULUM
ISSACHAR

1 Judge
1 Judge
MANASSEH

GAD
JOSEPH

DAN
BENJAMIN

EPHRAIM

3 Judges
2 Judges

1 Judge
1 Judge

RUEBEN
SIMEON
JUDAH

2 Judges

Jacob’s Family
In The Promised Land

Seven Nations of Canaan
Who Possessed the Land
• Seven to eleven nations grouped under
the “Canaanite” Nation title
– Descendants of Ham’s son Canaan

• Generally agreed include:
 Amorites
– Hivites
 Hittites
– Canaanites
 Perizzites
– Girgashites
– Jebusites
• Genology also include: Arkites,
Arvadites, Hamathites, and Zemarites
• Additional enemies: Anakim, Amalekites,
Rephaim and Philistines
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Summary of the Book of Judges

Bible Project
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Bible Project
- Overview of the Book of Judges

The Continuing Conquest of Canaan
- Judges Chapter 1
READING
• Judges 1:1-10
• Judges 1:11-21
• Judges 1:22-28
• Judges 1:29-36
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Background Information
• Chapter 1 provides a “Part 1” of the author’s two-part
introduction to the Book of Judges
• The events recorded in Judges 1 occur shortly after the
death of Joshua (Judges 1:1).
• The Israelites in our text are the sons and daughters of
those who successfully obeyed God and conquered the
Promised Land under Joshua
• They would be those who made a covenant with God
as recorded in the final chapter of the Book of Joshua Joshua 24:14-27
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General Outline for Chapter 1
• Confusing section
– Half of the chapter is focused on success of Judah and Simeon
– blended description between Judah, Simeon and Benjamin
(v17-21)
– Discussion of the house of Joseph success
– Description of piecemeal efforts of each of the singular
remaining tribes
• Does not include Gad, or Reuben
• Reason – Author is Summarizing How the Nation of Israel
Progressed – Follows Outline of the Book of Joshua (ch 15 – 17)
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High-Level Summary
• Good Summary Points (v3-20)
– Judah’s & Simeon’s successes
• Two issues: (Adoni-Bezek) & Canaan in lowlands (Iron Chariots)
• Calab’s success: daughter, son-in-law
• Mixed Summary Points
– Benjamin: ok except in Jerusalem
– Tribe of Joseph’s “successes” with Luz
• Bad Summary Points
– Tribes did not follow God’s command
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Judges 1:1-2
Off To A Good Start
1 Now

after the death of Joshua it came to pass that the children of
Israel asked the Lord, saying, “Who shall be first to go up for us
against the Canaanites to fight against them?”
2 And the Lord said, “Judah shall go up. Indeed I have delivered the
land into his hand.”
• Good start
– Eager to possess their inheritance
– They take the initiative to seek God’s guidance
• There is no King – designated leader to replace Joshua
• God selects Judah – no surprise (Jacob’s blessing Genesis 49:8-10)
• “The Land”: can mean earth/ground – or a nation
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Judges 1:3
- Judah Invites Their Close Relatives
3 So

Judah said to Simeon his brother, “Come up with me to my
allotted territory, that we may fight against the Canaanites; and I
will likewise go with you to your allotted territory.” And Simeon
went with him.
• Split between commentators on Judah’s invitation to Simeon
– Some see Judah’s invitation as a note of failure
• Judah does not lack faith enough to conquer the Canaanites
• See Judges 4 – Barak’s lack of faith to lead without Deborah
– Others see no issue
• Judah and Simeon shared overlapping territory
• Showed one of the few unifying actions among the tribes
The Author of Judges Does not Condemn Judah …;
Seems the LORD Blessed Judah and Simeon with Victory

Page 30
1/14/2018

Judges 1:4-7
- Loosing Thumbs and Toes
6 Then

Adoni-Bezek fled, and they pursued him and caught him and cut
off his thumbs and big toes. 7 And Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings with
their thumbs and big toes cut off used to gather scraps under my table;
as I have done, so God has repaid me.” Then they brought him to
Jerusalem, and there he died.
• Why Take the time to highlight Judah’s action to Adoni-Bezek?
– Adoni-Bezek: “Lord” or “Master of Bezek”
• Judah and Simeon defeated 10,000 men
– Was Judah’s actions justified – eye for eye?
• God had instructed Israel to destroy the Canaanites and destroy
their (King’s) name from under heaven
• Joshua’s example (Joshua 10:26) – kings always executed
• King Saul’s failure (1 Samuel 15:1-23) – let King Agag live

First Sign of Failure – Judah Follows
Canaanite Justice Rather Than God’s Law
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Judges 1:8-11
- Judah’s Progress and Success
8 Now

the children of Judah fought against
Jerusalem and took it; they struck it with the
edge of the sword and set the city on fire. 9 And
afterward the children of Judah went down to
fight against the Canaanites who dwelt in the
mountains, in the South, and in the lowland. 10
Then Judah went against the Canaanites who
dwelt in Hebron. (Now the name of Hebron was
formerly Kirjath Arba.) And they killed Sheshai,
Ahiman, and Talmai.
11 From there they went against the inhabitants of
Debir. (The name of Debir was formerly Kirjath
Sepher.)
• Chronicles Judah’s success ranging from
Jerusalem south through their territory
• Transition to story of Caleb
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Judges 1:10 & 20
- Book Ends Bounding Judah’s Hero
10

Then Judah went against the Canaanites who dwelt in Hebron. … And
they killed Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai.
20 And they gave Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had said. Then he expelled
from there the three sons of Anak.
• Hebron:
– Abraham’s “home base” in the promised land – location of his 3rd altar to LORD
– Promised to Caleb by Moses and Joshua (Joshua 14)
– Means: Join or bind; confederation or league

• Kirjath Arba:
– Hebron was conquered by Arba the father of the gigantic Anakim
– City Of Arba or City of Four; four cities of the Gibeonites

• Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai: the three sons of Anak
– Anak: from Nephilim (Numbers 13:33) and Rephaim (Deuteronomy 2:10)
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Judges 1:12-15
12

Then Caleb said, “Whoever attacks Kirjath Sepher and takes it, to
him I will give my daughter Achsah as wife.” 13 And Othniel the son
of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, took it; so he gave him his
daughter Achsah as wife. 14 Now it happened, when she came to
him, that she urged him to ask her father for a field. And she
dismounted from her donkey, and Caleb said to her, “What do you
wish?” 15 So she said to him, “Give me a blessing; since you have
given me land in the South, give me also springs of water.” And
Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.
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Judges 1:12-15
- Caleb’s Example
• These three are the only Israelites named in Judges 1
– Caleb, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s daughter Achsah
– Judah, Simeon, etc. are tribes, not individuals.
– One must ask why these three are named.

• Caleb’s story is recorded earlier in Joshua 15:15-19
– Highlights that Caleb and Othniel are clearly “good guys”
– Caleb and Joshua were the only spies who returned an encouraging report
and the recommendation to go up and take the land, as God had promised

• Caleb is the hero of Chapter 1
– He knew and embraced God’s promise
– He inspired others in his tribe (e.g., Othniel)
– He taught his faith to Achsah – she aggressively pursues God’s promise

Caleb’s Example Should Have Been Emulated
By The Rest of Israel’s Leaders
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Kenites – Friends of Israel
- Judges 1:16
16

Now the children of the Kenite, Moses’ father-in-law,
went up from the City of Palms with the children of Judah
into the Wilderness of Judah, which lies in the South near
Arad; and they went and dwelt among the people.
• There were suppose to be close allies of Israel
– Showed kindness to Israel coming out of Egypt (1 Sam 15:6)
– Moses’s father-in-law seemed to be a godly man
– Kenites were also friendly to the Canaanites (4:17)

• Sets up the story for Deborah and Balak (Judges 4)

Page 36
1/14/2018

Devoted to Destruction
- Judges 1:17
17

And Judah went with his brother Simeon, and they attacked the
Canaanites who inhabited Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. So the
name of the city was called Hormah.
• Judah and Simeon joined to attack Zephath
– Similar occurrence with Moses vs Canaanites (Num 21:2-3)
– “Utterly destroyed” or totally destroyed it
– Name changed to “Hormah”
• Hormah means “devoted to destruction”
• Indicates a holy war where the city and occupants were
totally devoted to destruction
• Similar to Jericho and Ai (Joshua 6, 8)
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Reference to “Hormah”
- Number 21:1-3
1

The king of Arad, the Canaanite, who dwelt in the
South, heard that Israel was coming on the road to
Atharim. Then he fought against Israel and took some of
them prisoners. 2 So Israel made a vow to the Lord, and
said, “If You will indeed deliver this people into my hand,
then I will utterly destroy their cities.” 3 And the Lord
listened to the voice of Israel and delivered up the
Canaanites, and they utterly destroyed them and their
cities. So the name of that place was called Hormah.
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Chapter 1:18
- Completion of Judah’s Conquest
18

Also Judah took Gaza with its
territory, Ashkelon with its
territory, and Ekron with its
territory.
• Judah initially had victory
over the Philistines –
defeating them and taking a
number of costal towns
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Chapter 1:19
- Judah’s Second Failure …
19

So the Lord was with Judah. And they drove out the
mountaineers, but they could not drive out the inhabitants of the
lowland, because they had chariots of iron.
• In an otherwise great story of success – this is the second note of
failure for Judah …
• One can try to justify Judah’s actions … but
– Deuteronomy 20:1
“When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses
and chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid
of them; for the Lord your God is with you, who brought you up
from the land of Egypt.

God Defeated Pharaoh and His Army of Chariots –
He Could Do the Same To The Canaanites
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Transition
- From Success to Issues
19 So the Lord was with Judah. And they drove out the
mountaineers, but they could not drive out the inhabitants of the
lowland, because they had chariots of iron. 20 And they gave
Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had said. Then he expelled from there
the three sons of Anak..
• Finishes discussion on Judah’s conquest
• Closes out narrative on Caleb

Page 41
1/14/2018

Mixed Results

• Judges 1:21 - 26
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Judges 1:8, 21 Benjamin
- Defeat, Did Not Drive Out …
8

Now the children of Judah fought against Jerusalem and took it;
they struck it with the edge of the sword and set the city on fire.
21 But the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who
inhabited Jerusalem; so the Jebusites dwell with the children of
Benjamin in Jerusalem to this day.
• Confusion: Judah defeated inhabitants of Jerusalem …; but
Benjamin couldn’t defeat the inhabitants …
– Judges 1:8 recounts Joshua’s defeat of Adoni-Zedek king of
Jerusalem (Joshua 10)
– Judah was able to take the city - defeat the Canaanites – but
did not posses the city
– Similarly, Benjamin could not take or poses the city
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House of Joseph’s Mixed Success
- Judges 1:22-26
22

And the house of Joseph also went up against Bethel,
and the Lord was with them. 23 So the house of Joseph
sent men to spy out Bethel. (The name of the city was
formerly Luz.) 24 And when the spies saw a man coming
out of the city, they said to him, “Please show us the
entrance to the city, and we will show you mercy.” 25 So
he showed them the entrance to the city, and they struck
the city with the edge of the sword; but they let the man
and all his family go. 26 And the man went to the land of
the Hittites, built a city, and called its name Luz, which is
its name to this day.
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Judges 1:22-26
- Repeat of Jericho ?
23

So the house of Joseph sent men to spy out Bethel. (The name of the
city was formerly Luz.) 24 And when the spies saw a man … 26And the
man went to the land of the Hittites, built a city, and called its name Luz,
which is its name to this day.
• Manasseh and Ephraim joined to defeat the Canaanites
• Similar to Israel’s victory over Jericho – spies and all; but …
–
–
–
–
–

1. The man from Luz is never named, as Rahab is
2. Rahab risked her own life to save the two Israelite spies
3. We are told that Rahab embraced the faith of the Israelites
4. Rahab proclaimed her faith and appealed for the lives of her family
5. The man from Luz did not join the people of Israel; instead, he went away
and started another “Luz.”
– 6. Rahab married an Israelite and became a part of the messianic line. The man
from Luz set out to preserve and perpetuate his Canaanite heritage

It Wasn’t The House of Joseph’s Clever Plan That
Ensured Success – The Victory Was God’s

Page 45
1/14/2018

Living with Canaanites
- Failure to Complete the Conquest
• Judges 1:27 - 36
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Judges 1:27-28
- Manasseh’s Failure
27

However, Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth
Shean and its villages, or Taanach and its villages, or the
inhabitants of Dor and its villages, or the inhabitants of Ibleam and
its villages, or the inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages; for the
Canaanites were determined to dwell in that land. 28 And it came
to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites
under tribute, but did not completely drive them out.
• Challenge: Canaanites were determined to dwell in that land
• Manasseh’s Response:
– Put Canaanites under tribute – made money off them
– Allowed the Canaanites to live with them
Manasseh Could Not Drive Out Beth Shean –
Which Means “House Of Ease
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Judges 1:29
- Ephraim’s Failure
29

Nor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites who dwelt in Gezer; so
the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them.
• Challenge:
– No challenge noted
– Highlights one of the major Canaanite cities remained
• Ephraim’s Response:
– Allowed the Canaanites to live with them
• Noteworthy Point:
– Gezer was the last city retained by the Canaanites
– It was given by Pharaoh of Egypt to Solomon a part of the dowry of
the Egyptian princess whom he married ( 1 Kings 9:15-17 )
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Judges 1:30
- Zebulun’s Failure
30 Nor

did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants of Kitron or the
inhabitants of Nahalol; so the Canaanites dwelt among them,
and were put under tribute.
• Challenge:
– No challenge noted
– Highlights two of the major Canaanite cities remained
• Zebulun’s Response:
– Allowed the Canaanites to live with them
– Put Canaanites under tribute – made money off them
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Judges 1:31-32
- Asher’s Failure
31 Nor

did Asher drive out the inhabitants of Acco or the
inhabitants of Sidon, or of Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, Aphik, or
Rehob. 32 So the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the
inhabitants of the land; for they did not drive them out.
• Challenge:
– No challenge noted
– Highlights seven of the major Canaanite cities remained
• Asher’s Response:
– Lived with the Canaanites
– Did not drive Canaanites out
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Judges 1:33
- Naphtali’s Failure
33

Nor did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh
or the inhabitants of Beth Anath; but they dwelt among the
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land. Nevertheless the
inhabitants of Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath were put under
tribute to them.
• Challenge:
– No challenge noted
– Highlights two of the major Canaanite cities remained
• Naphtali’s Response:
– Lived with the Canaanites
– Put Canaanites under tribute – made money off them
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Judges 1:34-35
- Dan’s Failure
34

And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into the mountains,
for they would not allow them to come down to the valley; 35 and
the Amorites were determined to dwell in Mount Heres, in Aijalon,
and in Shaalbim; yet when the strength of the house of Joseph
became greater, they were put under tribute.
• Challenge:
– Amorites were too strong (implied)
• Dan’s Response:
– Amorites forced Dan out of the best part of the land
– Only dwelled in a small portion of mountainous region
• House of Joseph (Manasseh and Ephraim):
– Put Amorites under tribute – made money off them
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Judges 1:36
- Conclusion to Chapter 1
36

Now the boundary of the
Amorites was from the
Ascent of Akrabbim, from
Sela, and upward.
• Highlighting:
– Amorites – Israel’s
neighbor to the west, was
inhabiting the promised
land
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Application
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Think About
• Israel’s example shows us
– The failure of God’s people to press into the inheritance that God
has for them
– Worst – shows the failure to retain even that which has already
been conquered
– What can happen if we compromise and allow the enemy to live
with us and rob us of the benefits of our inheritance in Christ

• Are we like
– Judah – seriously attempting to gain victory over the enemy but
finding there are pockets of enemy that are iron willed?
– Dan – giving into the enemy and allowing the enemy to live in areas
that the LORD had planned for you
– Calab – pursuing and defeating the giants; and passing your faith
and blessings onto your sons/daughters
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Who Was Israel’s Real Enemy?
• Israel's real enemy was sin ...
– Conquering Canaan was replacing the sinful culture of the
Canaanites with a righteous culture that reflected God's
character
– Not only did Israel fail to drive out all the Canaanites but left
the door wide open for the Canaanite culture to corrupt them
by not keeping God's Word at the center of their lives
– Because God's Word was absent the following generations
essentially forgot who they were and what the Lord had done
to bring them to the Promise Land

• Israel's military defeats were simply a reflection of the
preceding spiritual defeats
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Key Themes from Chapter 1
• Cycle of sin/repentance
– There is always a struggle in our Christian walk with sin
– How we respond to sin and temptation will equate to growth
or moral decay
– Judges shows what happens when occasions for sin outweigh
our desire to repent and change

• Caleb’s example
– Caleb is one of the few people that is highlighted in Chapter 1
– His example to his tribe and family – trust and obedience
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Application
• The Book of Judges is a testament to God’s
faithfulness.
– Even “if we are faithless, He will remain faithful” (2 Timothy
2:13).
– Though we may be unfaithful to Him, as the Israelites were,
still He is faithful to save us and preserve us (1 Thessalonians
5:24) and to forgive us when we seek forgiveness (1 John 1:9).
– “He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has
called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is
faithful” (1 Corinthians 1:8-9).
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