Dale Burns
Rick LaCourse
Bruce McGregor

Weekly Class Agenda

P
P
P

Study on the Book of Judges Continues Thru
February - Remember to Read Prior to Class
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Some Tools To Use –
… I Borrowed Heavily From …
– The Bible Knowledge Commentary: John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck
– The Dark Days of Israel's Judges - A Study of the Book of Judges –
Bob Deffinbaugh (Bible.Org)
– The Bible Project: Tim Mackie / Jon Collins (thebibleproject.com)
– Walk with the Word: (walkwiththeword.org)
– Jesus Plus Nothing: Iain Gordon and Brett Wilton
(Jesusplusnothing.com)
– The MacArthur Bible Commentary: John MacArthur
– Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee
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Judges Can Be Depressing
• The book of Judges is intended as a warning
– Israel's decent into self destruction resulting from turning
away from the God who loves them and saved them from a
life of slavery
– Israel now needs to be saved - from themselves; sobering
explanation of the human condition
• The book shows
– Show that man can not live alone or decide on morals alone …
– Show the need for a righteous leader to guide the people
• God is not glorified through man’s failure; God is glorified
through His covenant love

Judges Give Us Hope God Is Committed To Save His People
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Keys to understanding
the Book of Judges
• God is a righteous judge – He judges both His people and the
nations in the same way
– Israel was to destroy the nations living in the promised land
– Instead, Israel adopted the ways of the Canaanites
– Disobedience to God resulted in punishment, rather than Israel’s
experiencing blessing and conquest over their enemies

• Most of the Judges are flawed
– God directs these leaders, filling them with His Spirit, to allow them
to deliver Israel from their oppressors
– This does not always mean that the Judges actions are always
condoned or directed by God

The Book Of Judges Points Out the Need
For a Righteous Judge and King
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The Hall of Faith
Hebrews 11:32-35
32 And

what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell
of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David
and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued
kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped
the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong,
became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the
aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again...
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Why Are These Guys In
the Halls of Faith?
• These guys are not the upper rung of the ladder of faith
– The Bible does not glorify the men or their works
– But the Bible points out that they had extraordinary things
happen because of their faith
• They lived in times when faith was scarce

• Conditions were not favorable
– Stood against over-whelming odds;
• Gideon with 300 men - Samson stood alone
• Condemned by their country (Israel)
• God worked through their weakness to display His power
It’s Not About The Greatness Of The People Who Have Faith –
Page 7
It’s The Greatness Of The God, Who Works Through These People
1/14/2018

The Judges
Reference

Judge

Tribe

Years of
Years of Rest or Judging
Oppression

Oppressors

1

Judges 3:7-11

Othiniel

Judah

8

40

Rest

Mesopotamia

2

Judges 3:12:30

Ehud

Benjamin

18

80

Rest

Moabites

3

Judges 3:31

Shamgar

4

Judges 4-5

Deborah

Ephraim

20

40

Rest

Canaanites

5

Judges 6-8

Gideon

Manasseh

7

40

Rest

Midianites

6

Judges10:1-2

Tola

Issachar

23

Judge

7

Judges 10:3-5

Jair

Manasseh

22

Judge

8

Judges 10:6-12:7

Jephthah

Manasseh

6

Judge

9

Judges 12:8-10

Ibzan

Judah

7

Judge

10

Judges 12:11-12

Elon

Zebulun

10

Judge

11

Judges 12:13-15

Abdon

Ephraim

8

Judge

12

Judges 13-16

Samson

Dan

20

Judge

Philistines

13

1 Samuel 1 - 4:18

Eli

Levi

40

Judge

Philistines

14

1 Samuel 1 - 28:20

Samuel

Ephraim

47

Judge

Philistines

Philistines

18

40

Many of the Judges Over-lap,
Leading at During Same Periods of Time

Ammonites
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NAPHTALI

LEVI

TRIBE OF
PRIESTS

ASHER
ZEBULUM

1 Judge (Elon)

ISSACHAR

1 Judge (Tola)

GAD
MANASSEH
EPHRAIM
DAN
BENJAMIN

3 Judges (Gideon, Jair, Jephthah)
2 Judges (Deborah, Abdon)
1 Judge (Samson)
1 Judge (Ehud)

RUEBEN
SIMEON
JUDAH

2 Judges (Othiniel, Ibzan)
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Judges –
Cycle of Sin and Deliverance
Israel Serves
Peace the LORD

Deliverance

Israel falls
Sin into
Idolatry

God Rescues
Israel

Repentance
God Raises A
Judge

Israel Cries
Out to the
LORD

Oppression
Israel is
Enslaved
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Cycle of Sin and Deliverance
- The Results Of Disobedience Over Time
1:1 … children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, “Who shall be first
to go up for us against the Canaanites to fight against them?”

21: 25 In those days there was no king in Israel;
everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

By The End Of Judges, The People Of Israel
Are No Different Than The Canaanites
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Where We Left Off …
- Summary of Deborah and Barak
• We end Chapter 5 of Judges on a high note
– Deborah and Barak’s victory over Canaanites
4:23 So on that day God subdued Jabin king of Canaan in the presence
of the children of Israel. 24 And the hand of the children of Israel grew
stronger and stronger against Jabin king of Canaan, until they had
destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.

• Deborah and Barak’s song of praise to God
– Similar to the Song of Moses (Exodus 15)
– Summary of their song
• God’s plan will always prevail
• He gives strength to all who call on His name

5:31 … So The Land Had Rest For Forty Years
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The Story of Gideon
- Judges Chapter 6
READING
• Judges 6:1-10
• Judges 6:11-21
• Judges 6:22-32
• Judges 6:33-40

Page 13
1/14/2018

Midian Invasion
• Transition
– Last of the three invaders; Mesopotamia, Moab and Midian
– Remaining chapters deal with Canaanite (Ammon) and Philistines

• Different than prior invasion (Judges 3)
– Previously, invaders gained military supremacy over Israel
– Set up military posts and cities; exacted annual tributes from Israel

• Midian
– Invaded from the south, conquering Edom, Moab and Ammon
– Nomadic people; invaded when it served their purpose
– Took crops, and cattle; left Israel with nothing
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References to Midianites
• Midian was the son of Abraham and
Keturah, Abraham’s 2nd wife (Gen. 25:2-6)
• Midianites took Joseph to Egypt and
sold him as a slave (Gen. 37:28, 36)
• Midianites were involved in the
seduction of Israel (Numbers 22, 25)
• After killing an Egyptian, Moses fled to
Midian (Exodus 2:15-22)
– Married Midianite priest daughter
– Father-in-law accompanied Israel
into the promised land
– Kenites mentioned 2x in Judges –
chapter 1 and chapter 4
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Then the Children of Israel Did Evil
In The Sight of the LORD (Judges 6:1)
1 Then

the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD
delivered them into the hand of Midian for seven years
• Occurs 7 times in Judges – occurs for each of the “Major” discourses
• Phrase occurs 25 times in the Old Testament
– Generally, it refers to Idolatry (Judges, Kings)
• Phrase is typically followed by “… and served Baals”
– Occasionally, describes disobedience (1 Samuel 15)
• Note: the author does not name the sins; uses generalities
– Israel’s sins pattern described Chapter 2
• worshipped the gods of the Canaanites
• intermarried with the Canaanites
• disregarded God’s Word (disobedience)

Note: Israel Was Not Having a Bad Spiritual Day –
They Were Actively Rebelling Against God
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In The Sight of the LORD
Exodus 20
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.
• Before Me
– In my sight (Deut. 5:6)
– Giving prominence above me
– In front of Me; i.e., obliging Me to behold them (Exodus 20:3)
• What Does This Mean
– The LORD was there every time Israel turned to a false god
– it is always in His presence, or before him
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Imagery Sounds Familiar …
- Judges 6:4-5
4

Then they would encamp against them and destroy the produce of the
earth as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep
nor ox nor donkey. 5 For they would come up with their livestock and
their tents, coming in as numerous as locusts; both they and their camels
were without number; and they would enter the land to destroy it.
• As far as Gaza – to the edge of the land of Philistines
• Numerous as locusts
– Locusts were usually referenced as a devastating plague
– Exodus 10:1-20 the 8th plague on Egypt
– Rev. 9:2-11 A plague of locust shall be sent
• To the edge of Gaza (land of the Philistines)
– God’s punishment is only on Israel
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Sovereign God
- Judges 6:6
6

So Israel was greatly impoverished because of the
Midianites, and the children of Israel cried out to the
LORD.
• God shows that
– He can control nations (i.e., Midianites)
– He continues to defeat all other gods
• Israel turned to Canaanite gods for prosperity and protection

• “Cried out”
– to shriek (from anguish or danger)

Strongs Definition

Note – God Will Always Respond To Our Cry
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Israel Cried Out to the LORD
– The LORD Sends a Prophet (Judges 6:7-10)
“ 8 …Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I brought you up from Egypt and
brought you out of the house of bondage; 9 and I delivered you out of the
hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of all who oppressed you, and
drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 Also I said to you,
“I am the Lord your God; do not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land you dwell.” But you have not obeyed My voice.’”
• Reminds Israel who is their deliverer
– God delivered Israel
• from the Egyptians; the “house of bondage”
• From those who oppressed you on the way to Canaan
• From the Mesopotamia, Canaanites, and Moab
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I Am the LORD your God
10

Also I said to you, “I am the Lord your God; ….

• Occurs 41 times in the Bible – only in the Old Testament
– 21 times in the Book of Leviticus, tied with
• Statements to be holy
• Commands to follow ordnances, laws and morality
• Reminders on how to treat poor, strangers, and fellow Israelites

• Reminds Israel
– Of their covenant with God (10 commandments Ex. 20, Deut. 5)
– Who is their redeemer who brought them out of the house of
bondage (16 times)
– Of God’s sovereignty
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The Prophet’s Message
- Verses 6:8-10 Decomposed
• v8 & 9 “Thus says the LORD God of Israel:
– ‘I brought you
• up from Egypt
• out of the house of bondage (slavery);
God’s Covenant and
– I delivered you
Redemption of Israel
• out of the hand of the Egyptians
Exodus 6:5-8
• out of the hand of all who oppressed
you,
– I drove them out before you
– I gave you their land
• v10 Also I said to you,
God’s Command
– “I am the LORD your God;
Israel’s Part of the Covenant
– do not fear (worship) the gods of the
Exodus 20:3-5
Amorites, in whose land you dwell
• But
have not
“But you have
notyou
obeyed
Myobeyed
voice”My voice

Proclamation

- Israel Essentially Broke Their Covenant
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Israel’s Response to the Prophet
- Silence …
• No indication that they recognized their sin
– Not aware that there was a moral cause for their problems
– God sent a prophet to explain why they were suffering
• No indication that Israel repented
• Compared to Judges Chapter 2:4, the children of Israel
responded to the Word of the LORD;
– They wept and
– sacrificed to God

In The End – God’s Covenant Love
Will Be Displayed
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Ophrah
Gideon’s Home
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Terebinth Tree
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Is God Mocking Gideon … ?
- Judges 6:12
12

And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him,
“The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!”

• Hiding from the Midianites, threshing grain in a wine press
– Gideon hardly looked like a man of valor at that moment
– Also highlights the small size of his harvest …

• Probably not sarcasm …; most probably intended as
encouragement
– Israel and Gideon are defeated by an oppressing nation
– Israel cried out to God for help
– God reminded Israel through His prophet that he was their deliverer

God Was Assuring Gideon Of His Presence And Power,
Which Would Make Him A Mighty Warrior
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Another Moses Discussion
- Judges 6:13
13

…“O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to
us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about,
saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has
forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.”
• Gideon responds to “the LORD is with you” comment
– Does not recognize who is speaking to him
• Addresses Him as Lord (Adonai)
– Misunderstands: asks why the LORD is not with Israel
• Forsaken: to leave or desert
• Doesn’t respond to the LORD’s statement:
– The LORD is with you (singular – i.e., Gideon)
– “Man of Valor” statement …

Gideon’s Response Shows He’s Been Taught About
Page 30
God and His Past Miraculous Deeds for Israel 1/14/2018

The LORD’s Commission
- Judges 6:14
14

Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours, and
you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent
you?”
• Gideon Rebukes the LORD for not helping Israel (v13)
– Rephrases the Prophet’s response from verses 8 & 9
… but God rebuking Israel in the prophet’s version
• God’s Response to Gideon
– Amazingly gentle and gracious
– Commissions Gideon to save Israel
• God is sending Gideon
• God is empowering Gideon to succeed
• “In this might …” most probably referring to God’s help
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Who … me?
- Gideon is catching on …
15 …“O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.”
16 And the LORD said to him, “Surely I will be with you, and you
shall defeat the Midianites as one man.”
• Gideon’s Objection
– Similar to Moses’ objection (Exodus 3:11): “Who am I”?
• God’s response
– “Certainly, I will be with you” (Exodus 3:12):
– Same given to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and Joshua

• As one man – one people (nation) united behind Gideon
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Gideon’s Request
- Judges 6:17-18
17

… “If now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it
is You who talk with me. 18 Do not depart from here, I pray, until I come
to You and bring out my offering and set it before You.” And He said, “I
will wait until you come back.”
• Still uncertain about his commission, Gideon asks for two things
– Verify who is talking to him – is it really God?
– Verify that he really is commissioned by God
• Similar to Abraham’s encounter
– My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your sight … (Genesis 18:3)
• Offering – could be either
– Free will offering per Israel’s sacrificial ordnances
– Tribute offering as a present to a king or other official
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Gideon Finally Realizes
- Judges 6:22-23
22

Now Gideon perceived that He was the Angel of the Lord. So Gideon
said, “Alas, O Lord God! For I have seen the Angel of the LORD face to
face.” 23 Then the LORD said to him, “Peace be with you; do not fear,
you shall not die.” 24 So Gideon built an altar … called it The-LORD-IsPeace. To this day it is still in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
• Clear recognition of who Gideon was speaking to – God Himself
• Fear of impending death after seeing the divine presence
You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.
Exodus 33:18
– God knows Gideon’s concern – speaks His word of peace
• From it we learn a characteristic of God; the LORD is Peace

… And It Still Stands Today:
God’s Character Unchanging
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Two Altars; One Must Be Removed
- God’s Turn to Test Gideon
25 … the Lord said to him, “Take your father’s young bull, the second
bull of seven years old, and tear down the altar of Baal that your
father has, and cut down the wooden image that is beside it; 26 and
build an altar to the Lord your God on top of this rock in the proper
arrangement, and take the second bull and offer a burnt sacrifice with
the wood of the image which you shall cut down.”
• Gideon tested God …; now God tests Gideon
– The two areas of Israel’s sin
• idolatry
• obedience
• Gideon is fixing the sin from breaking the first two commands
– No other Gods before me; no graven images
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Gideon The Chicken ?
- Judges 6:27
27

So Gideon took ten men from among his servants and did as the
Lord had said to him. But because he feared his father’s household
and the men of the city too much to do it by day, he did it by night.
• Shouldn’t be minimalized what Gideon did
– Worked at night: made sense as the Baal worshipers would
have tried to stop him
– Massive undertaking: required 10 servants
• Perhaps, not heroic – but obedient
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Canaanite Altar at Megiddo
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Fully Committed / Fully Public
- Judges 6:28-29
28

And when the men of the city arose early in the morning, there was the
altar of Baal, torn down; and the wooden image that was beside it was
cut down, and the second bull was being offered on the altar which had
been built. 29 …“Who has done this thing?” And when they had inquired
and asked, they said, “Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing.”
• No turning back – Gideon is fully committed
– Ultimate in “desecration”
– Asherah pole used as firewood; a bull (symbol of Baal) offered as a
sacrifice on the spot where Baal alter once stood
– Great cost: a bull was expensive, especially in a starving country
• No time for undercover commitment to God
– Gideon’s actions revealed to all
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The Most Loved Man In Town
- Judges 6:30
30 Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he
may die, because he has torn down the altar of Baal, and because he
has cut down the wooden image that was beside it.”
• The righteous indignation of the town is tells a story
– Don’t see any God-fearing people stepping forward (yet)
– The Law of Moses (Deuteronomy 13) prescribed death for any
who would turn the Israelites from the worship of God
– Here the town is in full rebellion against God
• Worshiping Canaanite gods
• Ready to execute an Israelite who destroyed their objects of
false worship

Note: Israelites Are Attempting to Execute Gideon
not Idolaters; How Far Israel Has Fallen
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Surprising Turn of Events
- Judges 6:31-32
31 But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Would you plead for Baal?
Would you save him? Let the one who would plead for him be put to death
by morning! If he is a god, let him plead for himself, because his altar has
been torn down!” 32 Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying,
“Let Baal plead against him …
• One wonders how much God had been working in Joash’s heart
– Gideon knew a lot about God – Joash may have taught him
– Joash built the alter - did not respond negatively to it’s destruction
• As a faithful follower, Joash is required to put to death Gideon … but he
doesn’t; instead Joash threatens anyone who would defend Baal
• As a final insult and challenge: Joash renames Gideon Jerub-Baal; let
Baal fight (contend) to commemorate this day
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Why A Name Change
- Joash’s Defiance
• Baal and Asherah were the “gods” who were supposed to give
their worshippers fertility, prosperity, and victory in battle
– all of which Israel had forfeited because they did worship
them (as the prophet had indicated)
– If Baal was so all-powerful, then why did the townspeople
need to come to his rescue?
• Wasn’t Baal the one who was supposed to rescue them?
– No, let Baal take up his own offense with Gideon.
– Joash threatened to kill anyone who sought to defend this
worthless god.
• To underscore his defiance, Joash renamed Gideon “Jerub-Baal,”
which means “let Baal contend.”
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What An Amazing Turn-Around
- Judges 6:34-35
34

… Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon; … the Abiezrites gathered
behind him. 35 And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, who
also gathered behind him. He also sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun,
and Naphtali; and they came up to meet them.
• Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon
• What a change of heart
– Started with obedience
– Touched the heart of Gideon’s father Joash
– Spread through his town – formerly wanted to kill him
– Continued through Gideon’s tribe of Manasseh
– Turned the hearts of Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali and later Ephraim
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The Ensuing Battle
- Judges 6:35 – 8:21
• Midianites and Amalekites, the
people of the East camp in the Valley
of Jezreel
• Four tribes come to support Gideon
– Manasseh, Gideon’s tribe
– Zebulun, Naphtali and Asher
– Asher redeeming themselves
from their inaction with
Deborah/Barak
• Strangely Issachar is left out …
• Ephraim will join Gideon later in
Chapter 7
• Succoth and Penuel in Gad gave no
help (Chapter 8)
– will regret their decision
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Gideon Fleece Test
- Judges 6:36-40
36

So Gideon said to God, “If You will save Israel by my hand
as You have said— 37 look, I shall put a fleece of wool on the
threshing floor; if there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry
on all the ground, then I shall know that You will save Israel
by my hand, as You have said.” 38 And it was so. When he rose
early the next morning and squeezed the fleece together, he
wrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water. 39 Then
Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me, but let me
speak just once more: Let me test, I pray, just once more with
the fleece; let it now be dry only on the fleece, but on all the
ground let there be dew.” 40 And God did so that night. It was
dry on the fleece only, but there was dew on all the ground.
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Why Another Sign ?
• Gideon already had a sign from God at his commission
– With faltering faith, Gideon asks for a confirmation
• Note: Gideon did not use the fleece to discover God’s will
– Gideon already knew what God wanted him to do
Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of
the Midianites (6:14)
– Gideon also knew who was speaking to him – God Himself
• Gideon used the fleece to verify God intended to deliver Israel from
the Midianites, through him
– Not with mere words, but with a sign
– assurance of God’s presence or empowerment
– Similar to Barak’s faltering faith in Chapter 4

Unfortunately Gideon’s Test Does Little To Improve
His Confidence – Stay Tuned (Judge 7:15)
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How Different Is Gideon From Us?
- An Application to Our Lives
• Gideon’s unbelief something that is familiar to all of us who have
come to trust in Jesus as our Savior?
• We believe in the Lord Jesus, and we know that we are eternally
saved, safe and secure in His keeping.
• We believe that God’s purpose is to proclaim the good news of the
gospel throughout the entire world.
• We believe that God is going to bring many to faith.
• We even believe that God may bring revival to our country, to our city,
and perhaps even to our neighborhood.
• But we have our doubts when we consider the possibility that God
intends to accomplish these great things through us.
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Second and Third Miracles
- Wet and Dry … or the Other Way Around
• Second sign: dew on fleece – dry surroundings
– No question at all – the fleece was wet
• The fleece had more than just the morning dew on it – it was
soaking wet (bowl full of water)
• Third sign: dry fleece – dew on surroundings
• Good news and bad news with the results
– God showed His patience, without rebuke – answers Gideon’s
request to confirm His presence
– Gideon showed his humility – did not believe in his own abilities
to deliver Israel; knew God needed to deliver them
– Bad news – Gideon is reluctant to take God at His word …

Gideon Is Scared To Death And Clinging Desperately To God; A
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Gideon’s Valiant Three Hundred

READING
• Judges 7:1-8
• Judges 7:9-18
• Judges 7:19-25
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God Sets The Stage for a Showdown
- Judges 7:1
1

Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him
rose early and encamped beside the well of Harod, … the camp of the
Midianites was on the north side of them by the hill of Moreh ...
• “Jerubbaal” is used rather than “Gideon”
– Reminder of events from prior Chapter (chapter 6)
– Highlights the challenge is also against the Canaanite deities
• Baal could not give Israel prosperity, or deliver Israel from the
Midianites
• Baal could not defend himself from a timid fellow like Gideon
• God’s prophet reminded the people not to be afraid of the Canaanite
gods (Judges 6:10)
• God would prove to His people once again, He was above all gods
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Well of Trembling (Harod)
- Harod Spring National Park

"Harod" Means “Fountain Of Trembling", With An
Obvious Allusion To The Timidity Of The People
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The Midianites Covered The Valley By
The Hill of Moreh – Judges 7:12

• Some interesting points:
– Abraham’s 1st Altar At the Oak of Moreh - Genesis 12:6-7
– This place God promised the land of Canaan to Abraham
– Moreh is understood to mean “teacher” or “oracle”
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God Tests Gideon - First Round Cut
- Judges 7:2-3
2

… “The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me …
3 … ‘Whoever is fearful and afraid, let him turn and depart at once from
Mount Gilead.’” ….
• Deuteronomy 20:8
8 “The officers shall speak to the people, ‘What man is there who is
fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his house, lest the
heart of his brethren faint like his heart.’

• Midian has ~ 135,000; Israel has 32,000
– Not terrible odds: Israel was outnumbered a little over 4 to 1
• Israel’s army reduced to 10,000
– Israel is now outnumbered over 13 to 1

God Follows His Rules …
Good News – Gideon Did Not Leave
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God Tests Gideon – Second Round Cut
- Judges 7:4-6
4

…“The people are still too many; bring them down to the water, and I
will test them for you there. Then it will be, that of whom I say to you,
‘This one shall go with you,’ the same shall go with you; and of
whomever I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ the same shall
not go.” 5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said
to Gideon, “Everyone who laps from the water with his tongue, as a dog
laps, you shall set apart by himself; likewise everyone who gets down on
his knees to drink.” 6 And the number… was three hundred men ....

• Released from service: If you drink with your face down in the water
• Retained for service: if you drink from your hand –
observant/watchful

God Is Looking For Valiant Men –
Ready to Serve, Courageous, and Watchful
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Final Tally - Enemy 135,000: Israel 300
- Judges 7:7-8
7

Then the Lord said to Gideon, “By the three hundred men who lapped I
will save you, and deliver the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other
people go, every man to his place.” 8 So the people took provisions and
their trumpets in their hands. And he sent away all the rest of Israel ...
Now the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.
• Israel’s army reduced to 300
– Israel is now outnumbered 450 to 1
• Impossible odds
– Impossible for Man; not for God
– Reason for the Reduction: remove man’s pride – ensure God’s glory
• Full provisions were retained – everything they would need

Gideon Tested God Twice With The Fleece
God Tested Gideon Twice With The Army
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The Key To God’s Troop Reductions
- Deuteronomy 7:17-24
17

“If you should say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I;
how can I dispossess them?’— 18 you shall not be afraid of them, but
you shall remember well what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and
to all Egypt:
19 the great trials which your eyes saw, the signs and the wonders, the
mighty hand and the outstretched arm, by which the LORD your God
brought you out. So shall the LORD your God do to all the peoples of
whom you are afraid.
21 You shall not be terrified of them; for the LORD your God, the great
and awesome God, is among you.
24 And He will deliver their kings into your hand, and you will destroy
their name from under heaven; no one shall be able to stand against
you until you have destroyed them.
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God Steadies Gideon’s Nerves
- What A Coincidence; a Man Relates His Dream
9

It happened on the same night that the LORD said to him, “Arise, go
down against the camp, for I have delivered it into your hand. 10 But if
you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your
servant, 11 and you shall hear what they say; and afterward your hands
shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he went down
with Purah ...
• God’s revelation did far more for Gideon than the fleece test

• God reminds Gideon who will save Israel
– Moses explained to Israel not to fear their enemies (Deuteronomy
7:17-24; 8:11-18)
– Yet God knew Gideon’s fears: provide Gideon with reassurance and
confidence to win the battle

The Greatness of God is to Cure Our Fears Regarding
our Inadequacies; For God Alone Is Our Deliverer
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Overwhelming Odds
- Judges 7:12
12 Now

the Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of the East,
were lying in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their camels
were without number, as the sand by the seashore in multitude.
• Verbiage is somewhat poetic – not numerically accurate
• Expressing the feeling that Gideon felt when he observed the
Midianite camp
– Judges 8:10 indicates 120,000 eastern alliance soldiers were
killed in battle, and 15,000 remained
– Estimate a total of 135,000 “Midianites” were camped here
– Israel had 300 men
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A Vision of a Smashing Victory
- Judges 7:13-14
13

…“I have had a dream: To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbled
into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and
overturned, and the tent collapsed.” 14 …“This is nothing else but the
sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand God has
delivered Midian and the whole camp.”
• The sight of the Midian army described in v12 must have sent a chill
down Gideon’s spine

• What Gideon will hear will strengthen his faith
– Barley bread (poverty stricken Israel) smashing a Midian tent
– Same type of fear that spread through Jericho (Joshua 2:10-11)
• … but what Gideon has seen has enhanced his need for faith
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The Testimony of Gideon and Purah
- Judges 7:15
15

… when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation,
that he worshiped. He returned … and said, “Arise, for the Lord has
delivered the camp of Midian into your hand.”
• What an amazing God to confirm the victory He was about to achieve
through weak instruments like Gideon and his men!
• What an amazing God to strike fear into the hearts of the enemy –
without Gideon lifting a finger
Exodus 23:27 “I will send My fear before you, I will cause confusion
among all the people to whom you come, and will make all your
enemies turn their backs to you. (also see Ex 15:14-17; Deut. 7:22-24)
• Gideon’s testimony, confirmed by Purah, was a source of great strength
for those 300 men who were soon to risk their lives
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Perfect Timing
- Judges 7:19-20
19

So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the
outpost of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just as they
had posted the watch; and they blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers
that were in their hands. 20 Then the three companies blew the trumpets
and broke the pitchers—they held the torches in their left hands and the
trumpets in their right hands for blowing—and they cried, “The sword of
the Lord and of Gideon!”
• Somewhere around 10 pm and midnight the “attack” commenced
– Occurred at the change of watch – a time when there’s the greatest
amount of confusion in a camp
• Who’s in charge if an emergency occurs during this transition?
• Who’s coming and who’s leaving?
• Clearly, the “attack” occurred at the perfect time – God’s timing
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Mass Confusion - Fear of God
(Judges 7:21-23)
21

And every man stood in his place all around the camp; and the
whole army ran and cried out and fled. 22 When the three hundred
blew the trumpets, the LORD set every man’s sword against his
companion throughout the whole camp; and the army fled ... 23 And
the men of Israel gathered together from Naphtali, Asher, and all
Manasseh, and pursued the Midianites.
• The LORD controlled the fight
– Israel was spectators in the slaughter
– Their part – obedience to God’s direction
• Midians were eager to leave Israel and return to their land

• Israel unified as one attacked – ensuring no stragglers remained
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Some Concluding Thoughts
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Some Concluding Thoughts
• Example of a cardboard narrative (12/24 Morning Service)
– Our broken lives can still be useful to God
– Reality is that faith separates us, not our good works
• Israel missed how God can make a difference in their lives
– They forgot God
– They lived closely with and became part the Canaanite world
– Became disobedient - followed other gods
– God sent punishment to cause them to call to Him
– God sent a Judge to save them
• God is not glorified in our failures; He is glorified thru His great
covenant love, working through our weaknesses
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Lessons from Chapter 6
• Far reaching impacts - it all begins with one person
– Through God’s spirit on one man (Gideon) a nation was saved
and at least several tribes repented
• Often times, God uses people “least likely to succeed” to carry
out His mission
– God works patiently though unique processes to make leaders
from unlikely candidates
– God works through our weaknesses rather than our strengths
• Faltering obedience is nonetheless obedience
– God did not deliver His people until they repenting from sin
and put Him first
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Lessons from Chapter 7
• God Is God Alone – there are no other gods beside Him
• No questions – God is the hero of this story, not Gideon
– God ensures His people are delivered; defeats the enemy but
allows us to watch and participate
– The battle enabled Israel to experience God’s presence and power
– God showed he controls all events – movement of the enemy,
dreams and timing of all things
• God’s salvation does not come to those who are strong, but to those
who are weak
– We are sinners, and are helpless to save ourselves; ultimately, God
is the only one who can deliver us from bondage
• Gods thoughts and plans are not ours – they are vastly higher
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