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✱ Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord
✱ The Lord gives them over to Philistines
✱ Israel does not cry out for help
✱ God sends a ‘Judge’ anyway
✱ Samson is a Nazirite from birth
✱ Mission is to ‘Begin’ to deliver Israel
✱ Samson has supernatural strength
✱ Seeks a Philistine wife
✱ Kills a Lion
✱ Eats & shares honey from carcass
✱ Gets engaged/7day drinking festival
✱ Presents riddle challenge to 30 ‘friends’
✱ Wife gives away answer
✱ Kills 30 Philistines for their clothing
✱ Leaves wife and companions in anger



Joshua leads the 12 Tribes

Samson leads as Final Judge

“Lord, who shall go up first for us?”

“Every man did what was 
right in his own eyes.”



1. Israel had become virtually indistinguishable
from the Philistines that ruled them!

The Situation



1. Israel had become virtually indistinguishable
from the Philistines that ruled them!

2. God selects Samson as a leader who reflects Israel’s
seriously degraded spiritual condition.

The Situation



1. Israel had become virtually indistinguishable
from the Philistines that ruled them!

2. God selects Samson as a leader who reflects Israel’s
seriously degraded spiritual condition.

3. God uses Samson to create division and conflict 
between God’s chosen people and the Philistines

The Situation



The Situation

“There is no such thing as harmonious co-existence 
between the church and the world, for where there is 
no conflict it is because the world has taken over.”

                                                      — Michael Wilcock
                                                           The Message of Judges



James 4:4-5
4You adulteresses, do you not know that 
friendship with the world is hostility 
toward God? 5Therefore whoever wishes to 
be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God.

Wake
Up!



John 15:19b
...I chose you out of the world, because of this 
the world hates you. Does it?



Judges – Chapter 14:20
20But Samson’s wife was given to his companion 
who had been his friend.

Welcome back 
to the amazing 
conclusion of

The Adventures
of Samson!



Chapter 15 
 Verses 1 - 10
 Verses 11 - 20

Chapter 16 
 Verses 1 - 10
 Verses 11 - 20
 Verses 21 - 31



Judges – Chapter 15:1
1But after a while, in the time of wheat harvest, 
Samson visited his wife with a young goat, and 
said, “I will go in to my wife in her room.” But 
her father did not let him enter. 

What a 
bouquet!



Judges – Chapter 15:2
2Her father said, “I really thought that you hated 
her intensely; so I gave her to your companion. 
Is not her younger sister more beautiful than 
she? Please let her be yours instead.” 

Take my wife, 
Please

-Henny Youngman



Judges – Chapter 15:3
3Samson then said to them, “This time I shall be 
blameless in regard to the Philistines when I do 
them harm.” 

This means 
War!



Judges – Chapter 15:4
4Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, 
and took torches, and turned the foxes tail to 
tail and put one torch in the middle between 
two tails.

Be 
ignorant 
and wise



Judges – Chapter 15:5
5When he had set fire to the torches, he 
released the foxes into the standing grain 
of the Philistines, thus burning up both the 
shocks and the standing grain, along with the 
vineyards and groves. 

Wheat, 
Grapes,

 and Olives



Judges – Chapter 15:6
6Then the Philistines said, “Who did this?” 
And they said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the 
Timnite, because he took his wife and gave her 
to his companion.” So the Philistines came up 
and burned her and her father with fire. 

Who did 
this?



Judges – Chapter 15:7
7Samson said to them, “Since you act like this, 
I will surely take revenge on you, but after 
that I will quit.” 

Nod if that
 works for you



Judges – Chapter 15:8
8He struck them ruthlessly with a great 
slaughter; and he went down and lived in the 
cleft of the rock of Etam.

OK , 
  we’re even!



Judges – Chapter 15:9
9Then the Philistines went up and camped in 
Judah, and spread out in Lehi. 

Uh Oh



Judges – Chapter 15:10
10The men of Judah said, “Why have you come 
up against us?” And they said, “We have come 
up to bind Samson in order to do to him as he 
did to us.” 

“Revenge Too”,
the sequel
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11Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the 
cleft of the rock of Etam and said to Samson, Let’s roll!



Judges – Chapter 15:11
11Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the 
cleft of the rock of Etam and said to Samson, Let’s roll!
“If God be for us, who could be against us. 
Lead us on to victory!”



Judges – Chapter 15:11
11Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the 
cleft of the rock of Etam and said to Samson, 
“Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers 
over us? What then is this that you have done to 
us?” And he said to them, “As they did to me, so 
I have done to them.” 

He hit
me first!
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Teaming up with the ‘world’ to oppose the Lord’s messenger
  • Judas, one of the twelve disciples
  • Judah, one of the twelve tribes



 Stop
making
waves!

Judges – Chapter 15:12
12They said to him, “We have come down to bind 
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Judges – Chapter 15:12
12They said to him, “We have come down to bind 
you so that we may give you into the hands 
of the Philistines.” And Samson said to them, 
“Swear to me that you will not kill me.” 

Q - Do we defend, oppose, or ignore fellow 
       Christians who are ‘in the arena’?

 Stop
making
waves!



Bound 
to Fail

Judges – Chapter 15:13
13So they said to him, “No, but we will bind you 
fast and give you into their hands; yet surely we 
will not kill you.” Then they bound him with two 
new ropes and brought him up from the rock.



We’re with 
Dagon!

Judges – Chapter 15:14
14When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted 
as they met him. And the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him mightily so that the ropes that 
were on his arms were as flax that is burned with 
fire, and his bonds dropped from his hands. 



Job 16:10
They have gaped at me with their mouth,
They have slapped me on the cheek with contempt;
They have massed themselves against me.
God hands me over to ruffians
And tosses me into the hands of the wicked.
                                                    —Job

Turn 
the other 
Jawbone

      With a rod they will smite 
the judge of Israel on the cheek.
                               Micah 5:1



Judges – Chapter 15:15
15He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, so he 
reached out and took it and killed a thousand 
men with it. 

Cheek to 
cheek



Judges – Chapter 15:16
16Then Samson said,

“With the jawbone of a donkey,
  Heaps upon heaps,
  With the jawbone of a donkey
  I have killed a thousand men.”

A Cappella



Judges – Chapter 15:17
17When he had finished speaking, he threw the 
jawbone from his hand; and he named that place 
Ramath-lehi. 

 Drop the 
Mike!



Judges – Chapter 15:18
18Then he became very thirsty, and he called to 
the Lord and said, “You have given this great 
deliverance by the hand of Your servant, and 
now shall I die of thirst and fall into the hands 
of the uncircumcised?” 

Dying of  
   Thirst



Judges – Chapter 15:19
19But God split the hollow place that is in Lehi 
so that water came out of it. When he drank, his 
strength returned and he revived. Therefore he 
named it En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. 

Who,But 
God...



Judges – Chapter 15:20
20So he judged Israel twenty years in the days 
of the Philistines.

The Lone 
Ranger



Judges – Chapter 16:1
1Now Samson went to Gaza and saw a harlot 
there, and went in to her.

Capital
idea

And Judah took Gaza...
                 Judges 1:18



Judges – Chapter 16:2
 2When it was told to the Gazites, 
saying, “Samson has come here,” 
they surrounded the place and lay 
in wait for him all night at the gate 
of the city. And they kept silent all 
night, saying, “Let us wait until 
the morning light, then we will kill 
him.” 



Judges – Chapter 16:3
3Now Samson lay until midnight, and at 
midnight he arose and took hold of the doors of 
the city gate and the two posts and pulled them 
up along with the bars; then he put them on his 
shoulders and carried them up to the top of the 
mountain which is opposite Hebron.

Like
Teflon



Judges – Chapter 16:4
4After this it came about that he loved a woman 
in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 

 The call
of the wild!



Judges – Chapter 16:5
5The lords of the Philistines came up to her 
and said to her, “Entice him, and see where his 
great strength lies and how we may overpower 
him that we may bind him to afflict him. Then 
we will each give you eleven hundred pieces of 
silver.” 

Power, 
Money &

Fame



Judges – Chapter 16:6
6So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me 
where your great strength is and how you 
may be bound to afflict you.” 

  Popeye 
&Spinach



Judges – Chapter 16:7
7Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven 
fresh cords that have not been dried, then I will 
become weak and be like any other man.” 

Like
Magic



Judges – Chapter 16:8
8Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to 
her seven fresh cords that had not been dried, 
and she bound him with them. 

Close your 
eyes...



Judges – Chapter 16:9
9Now she had men lying in wait in an inner 
room. And she said to him, “The Philistines are 
upon you, Samson!” But he snapped the cords as 
a string of tow snaps when it touches fire. So his 
strength was not discovered.

May
Day!



Judges – Chapter 16:10
10Then Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you 
have deceived me and told me lies; now please 
tell me how you may be bound.” 

Fool me
once...



Judges – Chapter 16:11
11He said to her, “If they bind me tightly with 
new ropes which have not been used, then I will 
become weak and be like any other man.” 

Tight, new, 
and never 

used



Judges – Chapter 16:12
12So Delilah took new ropes and bound him with 
them and said to him, “The Philistines are upon 
you, Samson!” For the men were lying in wait in 
the inner room. But he snapped the ropes from 
his arms like a thread.

is that
too tight ?



Judges – Chapter 16:13
13Then Delilah said to Samson, “Up to now 
you have deceived me and told me lies; tell 
me how you may be bound.” And he said to 
her, “If you weave the seven locks of my hair 
with the web and fasten it with a pin, then 
I will become weak and be like any other 
man.” 



Judges – Chapter 16:14
14So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks 
of his hair and wove them into the web. And 
she fastened it with the pin and said to him, 
“The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he 
awoke from his sleep and pulled out the pin of 
the loom and the web.

www.hair.com



Judges – Chapter 16:15
15Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love 
you,’ when your heart is not with me? You have 
deceived me these three times and have not told 
me where your great strength is.” 

Where is 
your heart ?



Judges – Chapter 16:16
16It came about when she pressed him daily 
with her words and urged him, that his soul was 
annoyed to death. 

His Daily
Dread



Judges – Chapter 16:17
17So he told her all that was in his heart and said 
to her, “A razor has never come on my head, for 
I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s 
womb. If I am shaved, then my strength will 
leave me and I will become weak and be like any 
other man.”

Nazirite
Lite



Judges – Chapter 16:17
17So he told her all that was in his heart and said 
to her, “A razor has never come on my head, for 
I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s 
womb. If I am shaved, then my strength will 
leave me and I will become weak and be like any 
other man.”

Nazirite
Lite

Q - What is the source of the assumed connection
        between Samson’s hair and his strength?



Nazirite vows are Voided by Defilement
and require the remedial actions 
outlined in Numbers 6:1-21

Nazirite Vow



Judges – Chapter 16:18
18When Delilah saw that he had told her all that 
was in his heart, she sent and called the lords 
of the Philistines, saying, “Come up once more, 
for he has told me all that is in his heart.” Then 
the lords of the Philistines came up to her and 
brought the money in their hands. 

Hair line
Fracture



Judges – Chapter 16:19
19She made him sleep on her knees, 
and called for a man and had him 
shave off the seven locks of his hair. 
Then she began to afflict him, and 
his strength left him. 



Judges – Chapter 16:20
20She said, “The Philistines are upon you, 
Samson!” And he awoke from his sleep and 
said, “I will go out as at other times and shake 
myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord 
had departed from him. 

It’s Not
the Hair



Judges – Chapter 16:21
21Then the Philistines seized him 
and gouged out his eyes; and they 
brought him down to Gaza and 
bound him with bronze chains, and 
he was a grinder in the prison.



Judges – Chapter 16:22
22However, the hair of his head began to grow 
again after it was shaved off.

It never 
stopped?



Judges – Chapter 16:23
23Now the lords of the Philistines 
assembled to offer a great sacrifice to 
Dagon their god, and to rejoice, for 
they said,
“Our god has given Samson our 
enemy into our hands.”



Judges – Chapter 16:24
24When the people saw him, they praised their 
god, for they said,
“Our god has given our enemy into our hands,
Even the destroyer of our country,
Who has slain many of us.”

The 
Destroyer!



Judges – Chapter 16:25
25It so happened when they were in high spirits, 
that they said, “Call for Samson, that he may 
amuse us.” So they called for Samson from the 
prison, and he entertained them. And they made 
him stand between the pillars. 

Mocked  & 
Scorned



“They will mock Him 
and spit on Him, and 
scourge Him and kill 
Him, and three days 

later He will rise again.”

                   Mark 10:34



Judges – Chapter 16:26
26Then Samson said to the boy who was holding 
his hand, “Let me feel the pillars on which the 
house rests, that I may lean against them.” 

 Leading
the Blind



Judges – Chapter 16:27
27Now the house was full of men and women, 
and all the lords of the Philistines were there. 
And about 3,000 men and women were on the 
roof looking on while Samson was amusing 
them.

The show 
must go on...



Judges – Chapter 16:28
28Then Samson called to the Lord and said, 
“O Lord God, please remember me Second

Prayer



        And he was saying, 
“Jesus, remember me when 
     You come in Your kingdom!”
                                Luke 23:42

Judges – Chapter 16:28
28Then Samson called to the Lord and said, 
“O Lord God, please remember me Second

Prayer



Judges – Chapter 16:28
28Then Samson called to the Lord and said, 
“O Lord God, please remember me and please 
strengthen me 

Second
Prayer



Judges – Chapter 16:28
28Then Samson called to the Lord and said, 
“O Lord God, please remember me and please 
strengthen me just this time, O God, that I may 
at once be avenged of the Philistines for my two 
eyes.” 

Second
Prayer



Judges – Chapter 16:29
29Samson grasped the two middle 
pillars on which the house rested, 
and braced himself against them, 
the one with his right hand and the 
other with his left. 



Judges – Chapter 16:30
30And Samson said, “Let me die with the 
Philistines!” And he bent with all his might so 
that the house fell on the lords and all the people 
who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at 
his death were more than those whom he killed 
in his life. 

It is 
finished.



Judges – Chapter 16:31
31Then his brothers and all his father’s 
household came down, took him, brought him 
up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol 
in the tomb of Manoah his father. Thus he had 
judged Israel twenty years.

Who
Knew?



And what shall I more say? Samson 
(et.al): Who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, stopped the mouths of lions, 
Quenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

                           Hebrews Chapter 11
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Judges – Chapter 17:1-2
1Now there was a man of the hill country of 
Ephraim whose name was Micah. 2He said 
to his mother, “The eleven hundred pieces of 
silver which were taken from you, about which 
you uttered a curse in my hearing, behold, the 
silver is with me; I took it.” And his mother said, 
“Blessed be my son by the Lord.”

Ozzie and 
Harriet



Judges – Chapter 17:3
 3He then returned the eleven hundred pieces 
of silver to his mother, and his mother said, “I 
wholly dedicate the silver from my hand to the 
Lord for my son to make a graven image and a 
molten image; now therefore, I will return them 
to you.” 

Syncretism



Judges – Chapter 17:4-5
4So when he returned the silver to his mother, 
his mother took two hundred pieces of silver and 
gave them to the silversmith who made them 
into a graven image and a molten image, and 
they were in the house of Micah. 5And the man 
Micah had a shrine and he made an ephod and 
household idols and consecrated one of his sons, 
that he might become his priest.

...on the 6th 
day, Man 
made god...



Judges – Chapter 17:6
 6In those days there was no king in Israel; every 
man did what was right in his own eyes.

Then I shall  
be King!

Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord



2.  did what was right in his own eyes

Then I shall  
be King!

1.  did evil in the sight of the Lord



Judges – Chapter 17:7-8
7Now there was a young man from Bethlehem 
in Judah, of the family of Judah, who was a 
Levite; and he was staying there. 8Then the 
man departed from the city, from Bethlehem in 
Judah, to stay wherever he might find a place; 
and as he made his journey, he came to the hill 
country of Ephraim to the house of Micah.

Great 
Northern 
Adventure



Judges – Chapter 17:9-10
 9Micah said to him, “Where do you come 
from?” And he said to him, “I am a Levite from 
Bethlehem in Judah, and I am going to stay 
wherever I may find a place.” 10Micah then 
said to him, “Dwell with me and be a father 
and a priest to me, and I will give you ten 
pieces of silver a year, a suit of clothes, and your 
maintenance.” So the Levite went in.

You’re
Hired!



Judges – Chapter 17:11-13
 11The Levite agreed to live with the man, and 
the young man became to him like one of his 
sons. 12So Micah consecrated the Levite, and 
the young man became his priest and lived in 
the house of Micah. 13Then Micah said, “Now 
I know that the Lord will prosper me, seeing I 
have a Levite as priest.”

Can’t 
Miss!


