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Isaiah 9:4-7
4
For You shall break the yoke of their burden
and the staff on their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, as at the battle of Midian.
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of Midian

Isaiah 9:4-7
4
For You shall break the yoke of their burden
and the staff on their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, as at the battle of Midian.
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

6

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

7

as at
the battle
of Midian

as at the battle of Midian
• broke the yoke of burden - bondage, toil
• broke the staff of his shoulder - authority, power
• broke the rod of his oppressor - punishment
• they were helpless
• they were leaderless
• they were clueless
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• broke the staff of his shoulder - authority, power
• broke the rod of his oppressor - punishment
• they were helpless
• they were leaderless
• they were clueless
• but God...
		 – reduces army from 32,000 to 300
		 – surrounds enemy with 3 companies of 100
		 – trumpet for right hand and torch for left
		 – shouted, ‘A sword for the Lord and Gideon’
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• broke the staff of his shoulder - authority, power
• broke the rod of his oppressor - punishment
• they were helpless
• they were leaderless
• they were clueless
• but God...
		 – reduces army from 32,000 to 300
		 – surrounds enemy with 3 companies of 100
		 – trumpet for right hand and torch for left
		 – shouted, ‘A sword for the Lord and Gideon’
Each stood in his place around the camp;
and all the army ran, crying out as they fled.
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What’s our takeaway?

Chapter 8

Verses 1 - 12
Verses 13 - 27
Verses 28 - 35

Judges Chapter 8:1
1
Then the men of Ephraim said to him, “What
is this thing you have done to us, not calling us
when you went to fight against Midian?” And they
contended with him vigorously.

Sibling
rivalry!

Before
So the Spirit of the Lord came
upon Gideon; and he blew a
trumpet, and the Abiezrites
were called together to follow
him. He sent messengers
throughout Manasseh, and
they also were called together
to follow him; and he sent
messengers to Asher, Zebulun,
and Naphtali, and they came
up to meet them.
Judges 6:34-35

After
The men of Israel were
summoned from Naphtali and
Asher and all Manasseh, and
they pursued Midian.
Gideon sent messengers
throughout all the hill country
of Ephraim, saying, “Come
down against Midian and take
the waters before them, as far as
Beth-barah and the Jordan.” So
all the men of Ephraim were
summoned and they took the
waters as far as Beth-barah and
the Jordan.
Judges 7:23-24

Judges Chapter 8:2-3
2
But he said to them, “What have I done now in
comparison with you? Is not the gleaning of the
grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of
Abiezer? 3God has given the leaders of Midian,
Oreb and Zeeb into your hands; and what was I
able to do in comparison with you?” Then their
anger toward him subsided when he said that.

Respectful
and
Diplomatic

Judges Chapter 8:4
4
Then Gideon and the 300 men who were with him
came to the Jordan and crossed over, weary yet
pursuing.

Sword &
Shield

To the Reubenites and
to the Gadites and to the
half-tribe of Manasseh,
13
Joshua said, “Remember
the word which Moses
the servant of the Lord
commanded you, saying,
14
...you shall cross before
your brothers in battle
array, all your valiant
warriors, and shall help
them...
Joshua 1:12-14
12

Judges Chapter 8:5
5
He said to the men of Succoth, “Please give loaves
of bread to the people who are following me, for
they are weary, and I am pursuing Zebah and
Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.”

Judges Chapter 8:5
5
He said to the men of Succoth, “Please give loaves
of bread to the people who are following me, for
they are weary, and I am pursuing Zebah and
Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.”

Help!

• Tribe of Gad
• Oppressed like others
• A history of neutrality
• Not been asked to fight
• Unwilling to help

Judges Chapter 8:6
6
The leaders of Succoth said, “ Are the hands of
Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hands,
that we should give bread to your army?”
But Adoni-bezek fled; and
[Joshua] pursued him and
caught him and cut off
his thumbs and big toes.
Judges 1:6

Judges Chapter 8:6
6
The leaders of Succoth said, “ Are the hands of
Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hands,
that we should give bread to your army?”

Straddle
the fence!

Judges Chapter 8:7
7
Gideon said, “All right, when the Lord has given
Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, then I
will thrash your bodies with the thorns of the
wilderness and with briers.”

Do you
know who
I am?

Judges Chapter 8:7
7
Gideon said, “All right, when the Lord has given
Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, then I
will thrash your bodies with the thorns of the
wilderness and with briers.”

Do you
know who
I am?

Question:
How could Gideon have been more diplomatic
and respectful like he was with Ephraim?

Judges Chapter 8:8-9
8
He went up from there to Penuel and spoke
similarly to them; and the men of Penuel answered
him just as the men of Succoth had answered. 9So
he spoke also to the men of Penuel, saying, “When
I return safely, I will tear down this tower.”

You’ll see!

Judges Chapter 8:8-9
8
He went up from there to Penuel and spoke
similarly to them; and the men of Penuel answered
him just as the men of Succoth had answered. 9So
he spoke also to the men of Penuel, saying, “When
I return safely, I will tear down this tower.”

You’ll see!

Question:
Why is Gideon so angry at these leaders?

Judges Chapter 8:10
10
Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and
their armies with them, about 15,000 men, all who
were left of the entire army of the sons of the east;
for the fallen were 120,000 swordsmen.

120,000

15,000

Judges Chapter 8:11-12
11
Gideon went up by the way of those who lived
in tents on the east of Nobah and Jogbehah,
and attacked the camp when the camp was
unsuspecting. 12When Zebah and Zalmunna fled,
he pursued them and captured the two kings of
Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and routed the
whole army.

Double
Checkmate!

Judges Chapter 8:13-14
13
Then Gideon the son of Joash returned from the
14
battle by the ascent of Heres. And he captured a
youth from Succoth and questioned him. Then the
youth wrote down for him the princes of Succoth
and its elders, seventy-seven men.

Thumbs up,
Succoth!

Judges Chapter 8:15-16
15
He came to the men of Succoth and said, “Behold
Zebah and Zalmunna, concerning whom you
taunted me, saying, ‘ Are the hands of Zebah and
Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give
bread to your men who are weary?’” 16He took the
elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness and
briers, and he disciplined the men of Succoth with
them.

You
taunted me!
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You
taunted me!

Question:
Do we get the recognition we deserve?

Anyone who rebels
against your command
and does not obey your
words in all that you
command him, shall
be put to death; only be
strong and courageous.”

18

Judges Chapter 8:17
17
He tore down the tower of Penuel and killed the
men of the city.

Justice, Mercy or Grace

Joshua 1:18

Judges Chapter 8:18-19
18
Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, “What kind
of men were they whom you killed at Tabor?” And
they said, “They were like you, each one resembling
the son of a king.” 19He said, “They were my
brothers, the sons of my mother. As the Lord lives,
if only you had let them live, I would not kill you.”

Good thing
you’re
not from
Penuel!

Judges Chapter 8:20-21
20
So he said to Jether his firstborn, “Rise, kill them.”
But the youth did not draw his sword, for he was
afraid, because he was still a youth.
21
Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Rise up yourself,
and fall on us; for as the man, so is his strength.” So
Gideon arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and
took the crescent ornaments which were on their
camels’ necks.

I collect
Ornaments

Judges Chapter 8:22
22
Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over
us, both you and your son, also your son’s son, for
you have delivered us from the hand of Midian.”

You have
delivered us!

Judges Chapter 8:22
22
Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over
us, both you and your son, also your son’s son, for
you have delivered us from the hand of Midian.”

You have
delivered us!

Question:
What are the dangers of getting the
honor and respect we think we deserve?

Judges Chapter 8:23
23
But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you,
nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule
over you.”

Ah
shucks...

Judges Chapter 8:23
23
But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you,
nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule
over you.”

Question:
What is Gideon NOT saying?

Ah
shucks...

Judges Chapter 8:24
24
Yet Gideon said to them, “I would request of you,
that each of you give me an earring from his spoil.”

Maybe just
a small token
of thanks...

Judges Chapter 8:25-26
25
They said, “We will surely give them.” So they
spread out a garment, and every one of them threw
an earring there from his spoil. 26The weight of the
gold earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels
of gold, besides the crescent ornaments and the
pendants and the purple robes which were on the
kings of Midian, and besides the neck bands that
were on their camels’ necks.

I threw
earrings into
the fire,
and out came
this calf
Aaron,
Exodus 32:24

Judges Chapter 8:27
27
Gideon made it into an ephod, and placed it in his
city, Ophrah, and all Israel played the harlot with
it there, so that it became a snare to Gideon and his
household.

Syncretism

Judges Chapter 8:27
27
Gideon made it into an ephod, and placed it in his
city, Ophrah, and all Israel played the harlot with
it there, so that it became a snare to Gideon and his
household.

Syncretism

Question:
What are the false gods dominating
our culture and influencing our lives?

Judges Chapter 8:28-29
28
So Midian was subdued before the sons of Israel,
and they did not lift up their heads anymore. And
the land was undisturbed for forty years in the
days of Gideon. 29Then Jerubbaal the son of Joash
went and lived in his own house.

“ God does not begin to save
us because we repent.”

While we
were still
sinners,
Christ died
for us
Romans 5:8

“ God does not begin to save
us because we repent.”
“We repent because He’s
begun His saving work in
us, through the external
work of His Son and the
internal work of His Spirit.”
— Tim Keller

Repent
vs
Regret

What is the percentage of Christians in Onondaga County?

What is the percentage of Christians in Onondaga County?
What is the percentage of people in the world who know God?

...they are without excuse.
Romans 1:21
21
For even though they knew God, they did
not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they
became futile in their speculations, and their
Gideon’s foolish heart was darkened.
20

Repent
vs
Regret

Judges Chapter 8:30-31
30
Now Gideon had seventy sons who were his
direct descendants, for he had many wives. 31His
concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a
son, and he named him Abimelech.

“My
father
is King”
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30
Now Gideon had seventy sons who were his
direct descendants, for he had many wives. 31His
concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a
son, and he named him Abimelech.

Judges Chapter 8:30-31
30
Now Gideon had seventy sons who were his
direct descendants, for he had many wives. 31His
concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a
son, and he named him Abimelech. 32

after...
the war is won
the crisis is abated
our prayer is answered

Judges Chapter 8:32
32
And Gideon the son of Joash died at a ripe old
age and was buried in the tomb of his father Joash,
in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

Gideon
dies at a
ripe old age

Judges Chapter 8:33-34
33
Then it came about, as soon as Gideon was dead,
that the sons of Israel again played the harlot with
the Baals, and made Baal-berith their god. 34Thus
the sons of Israel did not remember the Lord their
God, who had delivered them from the hands of all
their enemies on every side;

Judges Chapter 8:35
35
nor did they show kindness to the household of
Jerubbaal in accord with all the good that he had
done to Israel.

Gideon
Schmidian

Gideon is listed in Hebrews 11:32
...who by faith performed acts of righteousness, obtained
promises, from weakness was made strong, became
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.

Judges Chapter 9:1-2
Abimelech’s Conspiracy
1
And Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to
Shechem to his mother’s relatives, and spoke to
them and to the whole clan of the household of
his mother’s father, saying, 2“Speak, now, in the
hearing of all the leaders of Shechem, ‘Which is
better for you, that seventy men, all the sons of
Jerubbaal, rule over you, or that one man rule
over you?’ Also, remember that I am your bone
and your flesh.”

This is now
bone of my
bones, and
flesh of my
flesh;
Adam

Judges Chapter 9:3
3
And his mother’s relatives spoke all these words
on his behalf in the hearing of all the leaders
of Shechem; and they were inclined to follow
Abimelech, for they said, “He is our relative.”

He is a
good guy

Judges Chapter 9:4
4
They gave him seventy pieces of silver from the
house of Baal-berith with which Abimelech hired
worthless and reckless fellows, and they followed
him.

Out on
Baal

Judges Chapter 9:5
5
Then he went to his father’s house at Ophrah and
killed his brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy
men, on one stone. But Jotham the youngest son
of Jerubbaal was left, for he hid himself.

Judges Chapter 9:6
6
All the men of Shechem and all Beth-millo
assembled together, and they went and made
Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar which
was in Shechem.
• God ‘appeared’ to Abram
• First altar built PL
• First place Israel gathered in PL

Shechem

Judges Chapter 9:6
6
All the men of Shechem and all Beth-millo
assembled together, and they went and made
Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar which
was in Shechem.
•
•
•
•

Previous judges are called by God
Abimelech plans his own selection
Gideon killed fellow Israelites
Abimelech murders his own family

King me!

Judges Chapter 9:7
7
Now when they told Jotham, he went and stood
on the top of Mount Gerizim, and lifted his voice
and called out. Thus he said to them, “Listen to me,
O men of Shechem, that God may listen to you.

Listen
to me!

Judges Chapter 9:8-13
8
Once the trees went forth to anoint a king over
them, and they said to the olive tree, ‘Reign over
us!’ 9But the olive tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave
my fatness with which God and men are honored,
and go to wave over the trees?’ 10Then the trees said
to the fig tree, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 11But the fig
tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my sweetness and my
good fruit, and go to wave over the trees?’ 12Then the
trees said to the vine, ‘You come, reign over us!’ 13But
the vine said to them, ‘Shall I leave my new wine,
which cheers God and men, and go to wave over the
trees?’

Reign
over us!

Judges Chapter 9:14-15
14
Finally all the trees said to the bramble, ‘You come,
reign over us!’ 15The bramble said to the trees, ‘If in
truth you are anointing me as king over you, come
and take refuge in my shade; but if not, may fire
come out from the bramble and consume the cedars
of Lebanon.’

Take refuge
in my
shade

Judges Chapter 9:16
16
“Now therefore, if you have dealt in truth and
integrity in making Abimelech king, and if you have
dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have
dealt with him as he deserved— 17for my father
fought for you and risked his life and delivered
you from the hand of Midian; 18but you have risen
against my father’s house today and have killed his
sons, seventy men, on one stone, and have made
Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, king over
the men of Shechem, because he is your relative—
19
if then you have dealt in truth and integrity
with Jerubbaal and his house this day, rejoice in
20
Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you. But
if not, let fire come out from Abimelech and
consume the men of Shechem and Beth-millo; and
let fire come out from the men of Shechem and
from Beth-millo, and consume Abimelech.”

God may be
silent

Judges Chapter 9:21
21
Then Jotham escaped and fled, and went to Beer
and remained there because of Abimelech his
brother.

God may be
silent,
but He is
never absent

Judges Chapter 9:22-24
Shechem and Abimelech Fall
22
Now Abimelech ruled over Israel three years.
23
Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech
and the men of Shechem; and the men of
Shechem dealt treacherously with Abimelech,
24
so that the violence done to the seventy sons of
Jerubbaal might come, and their blood might be
laid on Abimelech their brother, who killed them,
and on the men of Shechem, who strengthened his
hands to kill his brothers.

God sent an
evil spirit

Judges Chapter 9:25
25
The men of Shechem set men in ambush against
him on the tops of the mountains, and they robbed
all who might pass by them along the road; and it
was told to Abimelech.

Highway
robbery

Judges Chapter 9:26-27
26
Now Gaal the son of Ebed came with his
relatives, and crossed over into Shechem; and the
men of Shechem put their trust in him. 27They
went out into the field and gathered the grapes of
their vineyards and trod them, and held a festival;
and they went into the house of their god, and ate
and drank and cursed Abimelech.

Eat, drink
and curse
the King

Judges Chapter 9:28-29
28
Then Gaal the son of Ebed said, “Who is
Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that we should
serve him? Is he not the son of Jerubbaal, and is
Zebul not his lieutenant? Serve the men of Hamor
the father of Shechem; but why should we serve
29
him? Would, therefore, that this people were under
my authority! Then I would remove Abimelech.”
And he said to Abimelech, “Increase your army
and come out.”

King
Gaal!

Judges Chapter 9:30-33
30
When Zebul the ruler of the city heard the words
of Gaal the son of Ebed, his anger burned. 31He
sent messengers to Abimelech deceitfully, saying,
“Behold, Gaal the son of Ebed and his relatives have
come to Shechem; and behold, they are stirring up
the city against you. 32Now therefore, arise by night,
you and the people who are with you, and lie in wait
in the field. 33In the morning, as soon as the sun is
up, you shall rise early and rush upon the city; and
behold, when he and the people who are with him
come out against you, you shall do to them whatever
you can.”

Zebul’s
anger
burned

Judges Chapter 9:34-38
34
So Abimelech and all the people who were with
him arose by night and lay in wait against Shechem
in four companies. 35Now Gaal the son of Ebed went
out and stood in the entrance of the city gate; and
Abimelech and the people who were with him arose
from the ambush. 36When Gaal saw the people, he
said to Zebul, “Look, people are coming down
from the tops of the mountains.” But Zebul said to
him, “You are seeing the shadow of the mountains
as if they were men.” 37Gaal spoke again and said,
“Behold, people are coming down from the highest
part of the land, and one company comes by the
way of the diviners’ oak.” 38Then Zebul said to him,
“Where is your boasting now with which you said,
‘Who is Abimelech that we should serve him?’ Is this
not the people whom you despised? Go out now and
fight with them!”

It’s a
shadow,
relax

Judges Chapter 9:39-41
39
So Gaal went out before the leaders of Shechem
and fought with Abimelech. 40Abimelech chased
him, and he fled before him; and many fell wounded
up to the entrance of the gate. 41Then Abimelech
remained at Arumah, but Zebul drove out Gaal
and his relatives so that they could not remain in
Shechem.

Zebul outs
Gaal

Judges Chapter 9:42-44
42
Now it came about the next day, that the people
went out to the field, and it was told to Abimelech.
43
So he took his people and divided them into three
companies, and lay in wait in the field; when he
looked and saw the people coming out from the
city, he arose against them and slew them. 44Then
Abimelech and the company who was with him
dashed forward and stood in the entrance of the city
gate; the other two companies then dashed against
all who were in the field and slew them.

Abimelech
slew them all

Judges Chapter 9:45
45
Abimelech fought against the city all that day, and
he captured the city and killed the people who
were in it; then he razed the city and sowed it with
salt.

Sowed
it with salt

Judges Chapter 9:46-47
46
When all the leaders of the tower of Shechem
heard of it, they entered the inner chamber of the
47
temple of El-berith. It was told Abimelech that all
the leaders of the tower of Shechem were gathered
together.

Gather at
the temple

Judges Chapter 9:48-49
48
So Abimelech went up to Mount Zalmon, he and
all the people who were with him; and Abimelech
took an axe in his hand and cut down a branch from
the trees, and lifted it and laid it on his shoulder.
Then he said to the people who were with him,
“What you have seen me do, hurry and do likewise.”
49
All the people also cut down each one his branch
and followed Abimelech, and put them on the inner
chamber and set the inner chamber on fire over
those inside, so that all the men of the tower of
Shechem also died, about a thousand men and
women.

A thousand
dead

Judges Chapter 9:50-51
50
Then Abimelech went to Thebez, and he camped
against Thebez and captured it. 51But there was a
strong tower in the center of the city, and all the men
and women with all the leaders of the city fled there
and shut themselves in; and they went up on the
roof of the tower.

...to the
Tower in
Thebez

Judges Chapter 9:52
52
So Abimelech came to the tower and fought
against it, and approached the entrance of the tower
to burn it with fire. 53But a certain woman threw
an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head, crushing
his skull. 54Then he called quickly to the young
man, his armor bearer, and said to him, “Draw your
sword and kill me, so that it will not be said of me,
‘A woman slew him.’” So the young man pierced
him through, and he died. 55When the men of Israel
saw that Abimelech was dead, each departed to his
home.

A millstone
for a crown

Judges Chapter 9:56-57
56
Thus God repaid the wickedness of Abimelech,
which he had done to his father in killing his
seventy brothers. 57Also God returned all the
wickedness of the men of Shechem on their heads,
and the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal came
upon them.

Amen!

